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INTRODUCTION

 

 

 

 

 

Incidentally, I am 53. But it is a coincidence. 

Then, I wonder: is it? 

Is it really a coincidence? Or is it rather, as my pastor says, a God-incident?

Is it a coincidence that I got to Malta right on time for a conference and that the reading of the Word of God put in my heart to write this book?

God’s will must be taken seriously. It is no joke. Also, I consider a matter of personal safety to know that He is in control. He knows the end from the beginning. He Himself is the Beginning and the End: cause of all things and reason of all things.

If you are not a believer, please don’t put this book down because maybe you just realized it is a Christian book. Give God a chance. Because if you are patient enough and open minded enough, you are about to be led to contemplate the most amazing Bible prophecy: spoken of by a man of God centuries before that the events actually came to pass.

The passage we are about to consider is also emotionally quite relevant. One cannot remain indifferent when considering the sufferings endured by the man Isaiah 53 speaks about. Only a heart of stone will not be touched by the great motives and the results of those sufferings.

Isaiah 53 is the greatest love story ever told. True love. Unconditional love. A love so great that led the Son of God, God himself, to leave his throne in Heaven and walk among us, knowing it would only lead to being rejected and eventually killed. 

I chose to use the Jewish Publication Society’ version of Isaiah. Yet, at the end of the book the reader will find the King James Version’s, my favorite Bible in English.

For the quotations throughout the book I used the New King James Version. 

May the Holy Spirit use all these blessed means to touch the heart of the reader in a supernatural way as He alone can do. 

Giuseppe Guarino

Gzira, Malta, June, 2022.  
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1

Who would have believed our report? And to whom hath the arm of the LORD been revealed?

 

 

 

 

 

I have been a Christian since I was thirteen. I discovered the Bible around that age. Having been a Catholic up until then, I was a bit mad that the priest had kept that book hidden from me. When I found out about its existence, I let no-one stand between me and:

The Reading of the Word of God

The Understanding of the Word of God

The Blessings that are in the Bible and that belong to me

I remember I was so excited. My whole family welcomed the Gospel for what it truly is, good news. And when you have something good, first thing you do is… you want to share it. So, I spoke to my friends. I spoke to relatives. I spoke to my teacher in school, who was a priest. 

No-one cared. No-one accepted my invite to come over to my church, that small place I loved so much, because of all the blessings I received there. No-one was interested in the Bible like I was. No-one even wanted to talk about it. Welcome to Italy in 1982.

I guess verse one is true. I proved it right in my life, no-one actually believed what I witnessed. Because, if someone really believed that if you die unsaved you go to hell, they would try desperately to be saved more than anything else. And so, when they heard that God had provided a wonderful way out of hell in Jesus, so that we don’t have to die, but heavens’ doors can be wide open for us, they should have welcomed this news like no other.  

It was sad to see people’s reaction to me as I spoke to them about the love of God. 

You know what is the saddest reply when one tells you, “I love you”? It is, “Thank you.” 

“Thank you” is the saddest way a person can reply to you when you tell them that you love them. It happened to me and I know it hurts. 

I was telling people that I had discovered God’s love, but people were not even at the “thank you” level of reply. They were totally indifferent, simply uninterested, not even willing to actually consider the matter seriously. 

Probably, I wasn’t the best witness. Probably, I wasn’t credible enough. But even more probably, as I had to discover in the years that followed, people simply do not care about God’s love. They give all His blessings for granted: food, air, sun, health, life, etc. They believe it is all due to them. 

God’s report is a report of love. God’s love. Because, His love is manifest in His Word, from Genesis to Revelation. It even became a man, Jesus of Nazareth, the tangible evidence of the love of God. 

When God will judge this world, He will do it according to men’s reaction to the news of God’s eternal love.

“And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.” (2 Thessalonians 2:8-10)

 

Strong words. 

We cannot give God’s patience for granted. We cannot give His blessings for granted. Those who do are literally insulting Him, they are showing no respect or appreciation for His love. 

How do you feel if you love a person and that person will show no care at all for your tender and gentle feelings or, even worse, take advantage of your love?

Okay, you don’t believe what we say. But, have you ever seriously considered that God is, that there actually is a God that loves us?

If there is a building, there must be a construction company. If there is a medicine, there must be a pharmaceutical company somewhere. If I sit on a chair, someone must have crafted it into its shape. Etc. 

Today, it has been a long day. I got back from the church at 10:00 pm. I went out to eat a pizza. It was delicious. Then, I took a short walk. I looked at the beautiful sea here in Sliema, Malta. The sky has so many stars. People around me walk and talk. Someone walks or is walked by a dog. I slowly head for my home, thinking how ridiculous is the thought that all this is simply the result of chaos, chance, fortune. A mother giving birth to a baby. The fact that we are aware of reality, understand it and interpret it. It seems as if our creator did not leave us without a witness of His existence.

We cannot look at the sky above and not feel with all of our inner being that there is someone above us, our Creator.  

Those who believe, receive the revelation of God in their lives. He – His arm – is present in the life of those who trust in Him in a mighty and intimate way, through His Spirit, who is His almost tangible presence. 

Our spirit longs for the communion we lost with God. The feeling of uneasiness that abides in the heart of many, that makes them look for something in their lives, because something is missing, though they do not know what it is exactly… Well, that “something” missing is God.

I believe we all miss the Garden experience. It is as if we miss something that we forgot, yet we miss it anyway. It is like that uncomfortable feeling I get when I wake up from a wonderful dream, which I do not even remember.

Humanity feels like that child abandoned by his parents. Someone even dared say that God is dead. Yet, I believe it is only men’s stubbornness and stony heart that causes separation between them and God. 

We are all runaways and it is God who is waiting for us to come back home. The story of the prodigal son was told by Jesus with a purpose. 

But why do we have to come back? 

Coming back to God means giving up our self and embrace unity with him again, as it was in the Garden, when man and God walked together and lived a relationship of absolute and complete love.

Unfortunately, the world we live in today is not Eden. The peaceful atmosphere of old cannot be re-created here on earth at the moment. Yet, God can restore the communion we enjoyed individually. The world rejects God, His way, His will, His love. People “want it all, want it now and want it their way.” But not God’s way.
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