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publisher's preface

"In the continually evolving world of piano pedagogy, Hermann Berens’
"Newest School of Velocity" emerges as a seminal work, indispensable for
pianists seeking to master the art of fluid and agile piano playing. This
collection is not merely a set of exercises; it is a comprehensive guide to
developing a vital aspect of piano technique - velocity.

Berens, a maestro in the realm of piano education, has intricately woven
together a series of progressively challenging exercises designed to enhance the
pianist’s speed, precision, and clarity of execution. From the beginner who is
just learning to navigate the complexities of rapid passages, to the advanced
student refining their virtuosic capabilities, this work offers a wealth of material
to pianists at various stages of their musical journey.

The "Newest School of Velocity" focuses on the development of a technique
that is essential for the interpretation of a wide range of repertoire, from the
intricate works of Baroque composers to the grandiose compositions of the
Romantic era and beyond. Through diligent practice of these exercises, pianists
will cultivate not only swiftness but also a refined touch and an enhanced
control over dynamics - elements that are crucial for expressive and captivating
performances.

Each exercise within this book is carefully crafted to target specific technical
challenges while maintaining a musical approach. Berens emphasizes the
importance of not only developing speed but doing so with a sense of
musicality and artistry. The goal is not merely to play fast but to achieve a
velocity that is both controlled and expressive, enabling the pianist to convey
the emotional depth and nuance of the music.

This work is an invaluable resource for both students and teachers, providing a
structured and methodical approach to building a foundational aspect of piano
playing. It encourages pianists to push their limits, explore new technical
heights, and discover a more profound understanding of their artistic
capabilities.

In conclusion, Hermann Berens' "Newest School of Velocity" stands as a
testament to his expertise and dedication to the art of piano playing. It is a vital
contribution to the piano literature, offering a path to technical excellence and
artistic growth for pianists dedicated to mastering their craft.
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Hermann Berens (1826-1880) was a distinguished Swedish composer and
pianist of German origin, renowned for his significant contributions to piano
pedagogy and literature. Born in Hamburg, Germany, Berens embarked on his
musical journey at a young age, showing a profound inclination towards the
piano.

Berens' early musical education was rooted in the rich traditions of the German
musical landscape, a factor that profoundly influenced his compositional style
and pedagogical approach. Seeking broader horizons, he later moved to
Sweden, where he would spend the majority of his career and leave a lasting
impact on the Scandinavian music scene.

During his time in Sweden, Berens emerged as a key figure in the musical
community. His work as a composer and educator played a crucial role in
shaping the Swedish piano school of the 19th century. He was known for his
exceptional skills both as a performer and a teacher, and his contributions
extended beyond the concert hall into the realm of music education.

Berens' compositions, while not as widely known as those of his
contemporaries such as Chopin or Schumann, are notable for their melodic
charm, structural clarity, and pedagogical value. He composed a variety of
works, including piano music, chamber pieces, and songs, but his most
enduring legacy lies in his piano studies and exercises.

Among his most significant contributions are the "50 Piano Pieces for First
Beginners, Op.70", "20 Etudes enfantines, Op.79", and the "Newest School of
Velocity". These works are cherished for their effectiveness in developing
technique, musicality, and expressive playing in students. Berens’ exercises are
still widely used in piano education today, testifying to their enduring relevance
and pedagogical value.

Berens' music is characterized by its accessibility and educational focus,
making it particularly valuable for young musicians and piano educators. His
work continues to be a staple in piano education, offering a bridge between
technical proficiency and expressive artistry for students of the instrument.
Hermann Berens passed away in 1880, leaving behind a rich legacy as a
composer and educator. His dedication to the art of piano playing and his
contributions to music education continue to inspire pianists and teachers
around the world, securing his place in the annals of music history.
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