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Introduction

	The roaring twenties were a time of transformation, rebellion, and reinvention. In the heart of this era, amidst the glitz and glamour of the Jazz Age, stood a woman who defied convention at every turn—Tallulah Bankhead. Her life story is a mesmerizing tapestry of fame and infamy, passion and controversy, all woven together by her unapologetic spirit.

	Tallulah Brockman Bankhead, born on January 31, 1902, in Huntsville, Alabama, was destined to be more than a footnote in the annals of American theater. She emerged as an American actress of unparalleled charisma, conquering the stages of Broadway and gracing the silver screen. But her contributions extended beyond the footlights; she also left an indelible mark on radio and television. In all, Bankhead's career spanned nearly 300 roles across film, stage, television, and radio, showcasing her versatile talent and magnetic presence.

	However, her journey to stardom was not merely a tale of glitz and glamour. Tallulah Bankhead hailed from the esteemed Bankhead and Brockman family, a political dynasty in Alabama. Her grandfather and uncle had held esteemed positions as U.S. senators, and her father had ascended to become the Speaker of the House of Representatives. The weight of her family's political legacy was immense, but it was a mantle she would carry with pride as she ventured into the world of entertainment.

	Bankhead's artistic pursuits were not confined to the stage and screen alone; she was an advocate for liberal causes, notably championing the civil rights movement during its nascent stages. Her commitment to social justice was unwavering, reflecting her audacious spirit both on and off the stage. Bankhead's influence reached far beyond the realm of entertainment, as she tirelessly supported foster children and aided families seeking refuge from the tumultuous Spanish Civil War and the ravages of World War II.

	Yet, amidst the glimmers of stardom and her noble causes, Bankhead grappled with her personal demons. Her battles with alcoholism and drug addiction were well documented, revealing a vulnerability beneath her larger-than-life persona. She was known to smoke a staggering 120 cigarettes a day, a habit that would ultimately contribute to her health woes. Tallulah Bankhead never shied away from discussing her vices openly, embodying a rare candor that endeared her to the public.

	In matters of the heart, Bankhead was equally unapologetic. Her romantic dalliances transcended societal norms, as she openly embraced relationships with both men and women. Her colorful personal life often made headlines, further cementing her status as a cultural icon.

	As we turn the pages of her life, you'll find a story that resonates with the human spirit—a tale of passion, resilience, and the unquenchable thirst for life. So, come along and be a part of this extraordinary odyssey through the life and times of Tallulah Bankhead, a woman who dared to be herself in a world that demanded conformity. 

	 

	 

	 


Chapter 1

	Early Years in Huntsville

	The year had been 1902, and the air in Huntsville, Alabama, was crisp with the promise of a new beginning. It was on January 31st that Tallulah Brockman Bankhead made her grand entrance into the world. But that birth had been bittersweet; just two weeks prior, tragedy had struck. Her mother, Ada Bankhead, had breathed her last, leaving behind a void that would shape Tallulah's destiny.

	Tallulah hadn't been alone in her journey through that tumultuous period of her life. Her older sister, Eugenia, who had been born a year and a week before her, had become her closest companion. With their mother's passing and their father, William Bankhead, struggling to cope, the sisters had found solace in each other's company.

	William Bankhead, a man deeply affected by the loss of his beloved wife, had sought solace in solitude. He had distanced himself from his young daughters, leaving them to navigate the complexities of life without his constant presence.

	In an unusual twist, the sisters had begun to celebrate their birthdays together, commemorating the day Eugenia was born. It had been a poignant reminder of the familial bonds that had been both strengthened and strained by the loss they had endured.

	Their childhood had been marked by a nomadic existence. While they had lived with their paternal grandparents in Jasper, Alabama, the demands of their grandfather, U.S. Senator "Captain John" Hollis Bankhead, and their father's burgeoning political career had led them to alternate homes. They had spent time with their aunt Marie Bankhead Owen in Montgomery, Alabama, and even found themselves in the nation's capital, Washington, D.C.

	William Bankhead's political ascent to the U.S. Congress in 1917 had added further complexity to their lives. Tallulah and Eugenia had often found themselves on their own as their father's political responsibilities had taken precedence over his role as a parent.

	But as time had passed, William Bankhead had recognized the need to reenter his daughters' lives. He had returned to live with them in his parents' home, becoming a central figure in Tallulah's world. Desiring to bring joy to her father's life and perhaps to regain his attention, Tallulah had discovered her talent for mimicry and performance. While Will had showered Eugenia with affection and had fondly reminisced about his departed wife, Tallulah had reveled in the spotlight, showcasing her early gift for captivating an audience.

