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INTRODUCTION

	 

	In the glittering tapestry of Hollywood's star-studded galaxy, there emerges a luminary whose brilliance transcends the silver screen—a force of authenticity, resilience, and empowerment. Welcome to the captivating world of "Jada Pinkett Smith: The Biography of Hollywood's Global Icon and Creator of the Red Table Talk Series."

	In the realm of Hollywood's constellations, Jada Pinkett Smith is more than an actress; she's a storyteller, an advocate, and a creator of spaces where raw, unfiltered truths come to life. Picture this: a woman who doesn't just walk the red carpet but paves her own path, leaving imprints of empowerment with every step. As we delve into the pages of her life, prepare to embark on a journey that goes beyond the glitz and glamour, unveiling the essence of a woman who became an icon by embracing her true self.

	The Red Table Talk series is more than just a talk show; it's a sanctuary of candid conversations that echo the pulse of real life. In these pages, you'll witness Jada's transformative journey from Hollywood ingenue to the creator of a platform that invites everyone to pull up a chair, be vulnerable, and share the unspoken chapters of their stories. As she lays bare her own experiences, you'll find inspiration in her honesty, strength in her vulnerabilities, and courage in her resilience.

	This biography isn't just a recounting of events; it's a celebration of the human spirit and a testament to the power of embracing one's unique narrative. Join us as we navigate the highs and lows of Jada Pinkett Smith's extraordinary life—a life that serves not only as a beacon of success but as a call to action for anyone seeking authenticity, self-discovery, and the courage to redefine their own narrative.

	Get ready to be inspired, challenged, and moved. Within these pages lies not just the story of a Hollywood icon but a guide for every individual ready to embark on their own journey of self-discovery and empowerment. Welcome to the narrative of Jada Pinkett Smith—a tapestry of triumphs, trials, and an unwavering commitment to authenticity that beckons us all to embrace our truest selves.

	 


Chapter 1

	EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION

	 

	Jada Koren Pinkett, a prominent figure in the entertainment industry, was born on September 18, 1971, in Baltimore, Maryland. Her unique name, Jada, was inspired by her mother's admiration for the soap opera actress Jada Rowland, which set the stage for a future filled with creativity and artistry. Jada's family background is a rich tapestry of diverse cultural influences. Her maternal heritage comprises Jamaican and Bajan roots, while her paternal side hails from African-American descent. This blend of backgrounds would go on to shape her identity and career.

	Jada's parents are Adrienne Banfield-Norris and Robsol Pinkett Jr. Her mother, Adrienne Banfield-Norris, held the esteemed position of head nurse at an inner-city clinic in Baltimore, demonstrating a strong commitment to healthcare and her community. Jada's father, Robsol Pinkett Jr., was involved in the construction business. However, the difficulties they encountered as they became parents at a very young age are what define their story. Adrienne became pregnant while still in high school, leading to a hasty marriage. Unfortunately, their union was short-lived, and they eventually divorced after a few months.

	Jada's upbringing was primarily under the guidance of her mother and maternal grandmother, Marion Martin Banfield, who was originally from Jamaica and worked as a social worker. Marion Banfield was a remarkable woman, driven by a deep desire to make her community a better place and to add beauty to the world. Jada fondly remembers her grandmother's passion for social change, a trait that would later inspire her own philanthropic endeavors.

	Marion Banfield recognized Jada's early affinity for the performing arts and sought to nurture her talents. Jada was enrolled in various artistic disciplines, including piano, tap dance, and ballet lessons. These early experiences laid the foundation for her future career as a multifaceted artist, showcasing her exceptional abilities.

