

  [image: ]




  





  In the Garden of Beasts: Behind the Story




  for the fans, by the fans




  Behind the Story™ Books




  

    




    Copyright 2013 Published by Behind the Story™ Books




    Behind the Story™ Books




    www.behindthestorybooks.com




    This ebook is licensed for your personal enjoyment only. This ebook may not be re-sold or given away to other people. If you would like to share this book with another person, please purchase an additional copy for each recipient. If you’re reading this book and did not purchase it, or it was not purchased for your use only, then please purchase your own copy.




    Disclaimer: This work is meant to not replace, but complement the original work. It is a digestive work meant to stimulate the appetite and encourage the readers to enjoy and appreciate the original work even further. It is educational in purpose and unauthorized and unofficial. It is not endorsed by the original work in any way.




    




    If you have any inquiries, suggestions, or comments, please reach us at 




    info@behindthestorybooks.com




    





    




    

      E-Book Distribution: XinXii

    




    

      http://www.xinxii.com


      [image: logo_xinxii]



    



  




  

    [image: images]


  




  

    [image: images]


  




  

    




    Foreword




    A personal note from the editor…





    “What if…?” was the question that gave birth to Behind the Story Books.




    When I pick up a book, from the first letter to the last, I am often completely enveloped in the novel - I’m laughing, rejoicing, fighting, and crying, side by side next to the characters. Even long after the book is finished, I found myself reminiscing about the scenes and characters over and over again in my head like a broken tape recorder – I was left high and very dry.




    One particularly pleasant evening, after closing the last page to a wonderful story, I just HAD to find out everything about the book - how it was created, how it was developed, who the author was, - everything.




    This sudden spurt of passion has led me to create and develop Behind the Story Books, to share with you - my fellow book lovers – a fan’s love for books. I hope you can see the love that went into the creation this book. Please enjoy this book and support Behind the Story Books. It is created for a fan, by a fan.




    So without further ado, I present to you…
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    “Are you ready to go backstage?”


  




  

    Props and Sets




    Book Title: In the Garden of Beasts




    Author Name: Erik Larson




    Time it was written: 2006 - 2009




    Place it was written: Seattle




    First publication: May 10, 2011




    Publisher: Crown, First Edition




    Narrator: Third Person Narrator




    Point of view: Third Person Omniscient




    Tone: Clear, Concise, Fascinating, Powerful, Poignant, Suspenseful




    Tense: Past




    Setting (Time): 1933 - 1990




    Setting (Place): Berlin, Germany; Prague, Russia; Washington and Chicago




    Protagonist: William E. Dodd, Martha Dodd




    Theme: War, Politics, Intrigue, Prejudice, Injustice




    Motif: Anti-Semitism, Torture, Assassination, Politics, Horror


  




  

    “Who’s the author anyways?”
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    Erik Larson is an American writer, journalist and novelist. He was born on January 3, 1954 in Brooklyn but he grew up in Freeport, Long Island. He has taken residence in various states since leaving Long Island—Bristol, Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, twice in San Francisco, and twice also in Baltimore—before finally settling in Seattle. He took Russian History at the University of Pennsylvania and graduated summa cum laude in 1976. After taking a break for a year, he attended the Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism, graduating in 1978.(1)




    As a journalist, Erik wrote for Bucks County Courier Times in Levittown, Pennsylvania. He wrote about what he called “equally pleasant things” like murder, witches, environmental poisons, et cetera. He wrote for The Wall Street Journal, Time Magazine, The New Yorker, The Atlantic Monthly, Harper’s and others. At present, he is still a contributor at Time. He taught nonfiction writing in San Francisco State University, Johns Hopkins Writing Seminars and the University of Oregon. He wrote a number of books and historical narratives as a writer and novelist. Books by Erik Larson include: The Naked Consumer: How Our Private Lives Become Public Commodities (1992); Lethal Passage: The Story of a Gun (1995); Isaac’s Storm: A Man, a Time, and the Deadliest Hurricane in History (1999, about Isaac Cline’s experiences during the Galveston Hurricane of 1900); The Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic and Madness at the Fair That Changed America (2003, about the 1893 Columbian Exposition in Chicago and H. H. Holmes’ series of murders committed in the city around that time); and Thunderstruck (2006, a mixture of England’s second most famous murderer next to Jack the Ripper, Hawley Harvey Crippen’s story, with inventor Guglielmo Marconi and the invention of radio). (2) His last book, In the Garden of Beasts: Love, Terror, and an American Family in Hitler’s Berlin (2011) is about American ambassador William E. Dodd and his family’s experiences in Nazi Germany before the beginning of the Holocaust and World War II. (1)




    Erik Larson was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize for investigative journalism in The Wall Street Journal. The Devil in the White City won the 2004 Edgar Award in the Best Fact Crime Category 1 and was a finalist for National Book Award. (2) Thunderstruck was an immediate Time bestseller and won the American Meteorology Society’s prestigious Louis J. Battan Author’s Award. (2)




    Larson still lives in Seattle with his wife (and secret weapon—she puts smileys or “zzzzz’s” on the side margins of his manuscripts as her marks on parts that she enjoyed or found boring) Christine Gleason and their daughters Kristen, Lauren and Erin. (1)




    To those who knew Dodd in Berlin and who witnessed firsthand the oppression and terror of Hitler’s government, he would always be a hero. Sigrid Schultz called Dodd “the best ambassador we had in Germany” and revered his willingness to stand up for American ideals even against the opposition of his own government.
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