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  “…desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.”




  1 Corinthians 14:1





  
Chapter One
Discovering God’s Voice





  "I will stand my watch and set myself on the rampart, And watch to see what He will say to me..." (Habakkuk 2:1).




   




  Some years ago Dr. C. Peter Wagner and his wife, Doris invited us to teach at their 120 Sunday School Class retreat. We had been traveling all day. After two flights, a long airport layover, and a two-hour automobile ride through Los Angeles' notorious Friday afternoon rush hour traffic, we walked into the comfortable room that Peter and Doris had reserved for us at a beautiful Desert Palm Springs, California resort. Although we were exhausted, we had only one hour to lay our luggage aside, freshen up, and proceed to the auditorium to begin the service.




  I (Eddie) sat down at the piano and led in almost an hour of intimate worship. The 120 Class was an expressive, spiritually hungry group. They were skillful worshippers who were passionate about the Lord. Then Alice stood to teach.




  At 10:00 p.m. when she finished I was already dreaming of a warm bath, a change of clothes, and a good night's sleep. It seemed that everyone else was of the same mind…until Peter stood and asked, "How many of you would like to receive personal prophetic ministry from the Smiths' tonight?" One hundred and fifty hands flew up! "Well," he continued, "I'm going to ask the Smiths to minister to you. Come and sit close to the front. As they finish praying with each of you, you may retire to your room."




  I was "shell-shocked!”




  "Personal prophetic ministry?" I thought, "Me?"




  I knew just enough about personal prophecy to realize that I was in big trouble! If you are not familiar with this, what Peter was suggesting was that Alice and I pray over each individual, and share with them what we sensed God was saying to or about them. Although Alice had some experience at this, I had none! What in the world was I going to do?




  The past few decades God had put me in several unfamiliar ministry scenarios like this. For me, a Southern Baptist minister, to teach at Charismatic meetings and Pentecostal pastors' conferences around the world has been daunting at times. I learned to ask God for help, and to lean heavily upon Him. He has never left me stranded. Thankfully, He always comes through!




  So I asked the Lord what I was to do. His instruction was simple. He spoke to my heart, "Ask each person their name and I'll take care of the rest.” Not knowing what was about to happen, by faith I cautiously proceeded.




  A young man stepped forward for prayer. "What is your name?" I asked as the Lord had instructed me.




  "My name is Peter," the man answered. Immediately I remembered Simon Peter in the Bible and somehow I knew what I was to do.




  "Peter," I continued, "Do you feel like everyone else has a testimony for Christ, but you are continually failing to stand for Him?" Peter's head dropped with embarrassment and he tearfully admitted it was true. I ministered to him from the Scripture and prayed as God did a deep work in his heart.




  The next person who came forward was a beautiful Asian lady who appeared to be in her mid to late twenties. As the Lord had instructed, I asked her name.




  "My name is Ruth," she answered.




  Remembering and applying the biblical story of Ruth, I said, "Ruth, I believe the Lord is telling me that you always feel unworthy to sit at the Lord's table.”




  Ruth burst into tears. She sobbed deeply saying, "Yes, that's true." She was obviously moved to think that I could know something so deeply personal about her. (1 Corinthians 14:24-25)




  "Ruth," I continued, "the Lord wants you to know He delights in calling you His Bride. He does not want you to merely survive, gleaning in the field like a stranger. He wants you to sit at the table with Him in His house. He wants to be your spiritual husband even as you are part of His Bride." I prayed for and ministered God's Word to her.




  Then David came. I am sure you get the picture. I said, "David, I feel the Lord is saying that you've committed an awful sin, one that disqualifies you from serving Him in the future. Is this true?"




  Sure enough, it was right on target. Thankfully, Alice did most of the personal ministry that night. We dropped into bed sometime after 2:00 a.m. the next morning!




  God had graciously compensated for my lack of knowledge and inexperience. And He will be faithful to you as well.




  The next morning, Dr. Wagner asked for testimonies from the ministry the night before. Ruth enthusiastically jumped to her feet. Her voice literally danced with excitement as she said, "The night before we left for this weekend retreat I was met with a difficult personal dilemma. The man I have dated the past several years asked me to marry him. My heart was torn. I love and respect him, but I haven’t had the peace in my heart to accept his proposal. I agreed that I would answer him when I return. So, I came to the retreat trusting God to tell me if I am to marry him."




  "Last night, Brother Eddie ministered a prophetic word to me. What he said was so personal and accurate, that I knew it must be from God. He said that the Lord wants me to eat at His table with Him because I am Jesus' Bride. I know now that I must return and answer 'no.' Jesus is my Bridegroom and I am His Bride. He wants my time and my devotion. I am so happy with my decision."




  A couple of times in the ensuing years, we have seen Ruth. On each occasion she has reminded us of that night and thanked us for the revelation she received.




  You see, I had no idea the depth of ministry God was performing in this precious woman's heart. I should add that the Lord never again allowed me to use the names of people in the Bible for prophetic ministry. Nor will He allow you. It is not a formula. He is teaching all of us to hear His voice in those times. It never ceases to amaze me how accurate, how appropriate, and how powerful His words are!




  




  
Chapter Two
Be Converted





  Those in the Church who say that prophetic ministry ended with the completion of the written Word of God are called "cessationists.” Something has ceased alright! It's not that God has ceased speaking to us; it’s that we have in large part ceased hearing what God is saying! Why is it that when we say that we’re talking to God, it's called prayer; yet when we say He’s talking to us, it's called schizophrenia?




  Obviously, anyone can carry on a “one-sided conversation” at a grave; but Jesus isn’t dead! Let’s not forget that the same book that warns us against adding anything to Scripture (Revelation 22:18) also says, ”He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says (present tense) to the churches” (Revelation 2:7).




  Scripture addresses this problem saying: "For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them" (Acts 28:27 KJV). Hey friend, let's open our eyes and ears and allow God to teach us to hear His voice!




  We normally think of conversion as an experience for the lost. Notice Jesus' words concerning Peter. "But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren" (Luke 22:32).




  What kind of conversion do Christians need? For one, today the Lord is converting many Christians to prayer. People are praying as never before in recent history. But many of us need to be converted from the old, ineffective paradigm of living as deaf servants of a mute God. It's vital that we establish effective two-way communication with Jesus. Remember, a relationship involves two!




  Perhaps you heard about the old man whose wife asked him to tell her once more that he loved her.




  "My Dear," He said. "I told you I loved you when I married you. If I change my mind, I'll let you know!"




  But our favorite joke is the old couple who were almost asleep, when the elderly woman whispered to her husband, “Honey, tell me you love me like you used to.”




  “I love you,” the gruff old man muttered.




  “No, honey, tell me you love me like you used to,” she insisted.




  ”I love you,” the sleepy man said tenderly.




  Just as the man was about to doze off, his wife said, “Sweetheart, kiss me like you used to.”




  Realizing he was not getting sleep otherwise, he leaned over and gave her a reluctant peck on the cheek.




  “No, dear, kiss me like you used to!”




  With that, he planted a generous kiss on her lips, and rolled over to fall asleep.




  He’d hardly done so, when she elbowed him and said,




  “Darling, nibble on my ear like you used to.”




  “Do what?” The agitated husband blurted.




  “Nibble on my ear like you used to!” His doting wife said.




  Suddenly, in the darkness, came an awful crashing and banging of items in the room.




  “What are you doing, honey?” She asked with alarm.




  “Trying to find my teeth….”




  Well, the Lord has been telling us of His love and He will never change His mind. Starting in the 1980's God began restoring prophetic ministries in the Church around the world. For years, many evangelicals had lived as though 2,000 years ago, God wrote a best seller, then retired without anything to say since. We've heard it said, "God speaks to Charismatics; He writes to Evangelicals." But no more!




  Today's Christians worldwide are listening to the Lord and He is speaking fresh new words; words of comfort, words of confirmation, and words to equip them for spiritual ministry. A new paradigm for many.




  Lest you think that intercessory prayer is only talking to God, listen up! The Lord speaks to those who speak to Him!




  Growing Accustomed to His Voice




  Jesus said, "My sheep hear my voice" (John 10:27). Every believer can hear God's voice. However, many have not been taught to hear His voice, and what to do with what they hear. It is also true, we might add, that some believers are especially gifted to do so. In this book, we will address those more specifically.




  At times it seems that Alice possesses “spiritual radar.” In fact, today I (Eddie) received a call from a pastor who has been a close friend for many years. We recently conducted a conference at his church, when on the first night as Alice was speaking; she stopped abruptly in the middle of her message, turned to the Pastor and prophesied that within the next six months God was going to open up a major ministry promotion for him.




  Now Pastor Chris was calling us with great excitement to announce that God had placed him as senior pastor of a large church in his area of the city.




  In Romans 12:6 we are told of the gift of prophecy exercised by some in the Body of Christ. In 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 we see the prophetic gifts outlined. It’s been our observation that people with these gifts tend to hear more often and with more clarity than others. As far as the office of the prophet goes, few people actually operate in that office partly because the Church at large has not identified and authorized them to do so. (Ephesians 4:11) Pastor John Eckhart is a friend of ours who lives in Chicago, Illinois. He has a church and oversees The Crusaders Ministries. John is a master in discipleship and training. This is what he says about the prophetic in his church.




   




  Our church has a vision to see that believers are released to prophesy. This comes through training and activation. As a result, hundreds of believers have been trained and released to prophesy. Prophetic teams have been formed in the church to minister to thousands of people regularly. Apostles are graced to present new truths such as this, and to release the saints to operate in them.




   




  We’ve mentored intercessors, those whose primary ministry is prayer, for years. We’re convinced that a higher than average percentage of them are prophetically gifted. Spending time with Jesus and actively seeking intimacy with Him as they do, they grow accustomed to His voice. Hearing God's voice is natural to their calling. This should not be awkward for us to understand. The Apostle Paul, when describing the Body of Christ in 1 Corinthians 12, refers to the relationships of the various parts of the human body. In verse 16 he writes, "And if the ear should say, 'Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,' it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body."




  Not too long ago I (Alice) had a dream. It is unusual for me to dream, but this dream was specifically about a nationally known motivational speaker we know. I called him the next day. “James,” I said, “Last night I had a dream in which you were considering a purchase of some condominiums that have six or eight units in each section. The fronts are a sandy-colored stucco. I feel the Lord is warning that if you do, it will cause you nothing but trouble. Does this make any sense to you?”
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