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  Revival of the Dry Bones: A Call to Spiritual Awak

  

  

  
   
    

  

   I thank You, Lord, for what You're speaking to us. I thank You, Lord, for breaking off anything that is not of God. Cleanse this room as we prepare to preach, in Jesus' name. Hallelujah. Today, God led me to the book of Ezekiel and began to talk to me about the fire of God.

You might say, "Didn't we just talk about that?" Well, guess what—there's more fire. How many of you know we need more fire? These two need more fire. Let's turn to Ezekiel, chapter 37. If you've got time, or you can just write it down.

Chapter 37, verses 1 through 14:

"The hand of the Lord was upon me, and He carried me out in the Spirit of the Lord, setting me in the midst of a valley full of bones. He made me pass by them, all around them, and behold, there were very many in the open valley, and they were very dry.

He said to me, 'Son of man, can these bones live?' I answered, 'O Lord God, You know.' Again, He said to me, 'Prophesy over these bones and say to them, "O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord."'

In verse 5, it says, 'Thus says the Lord God to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, bring flesh upon you, and cover you with skin. I will put breath in you, and you shall live. Then you shall know that I am the Lord.'

So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to bone. As I watched, sinews and flesh appeared on them, and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. Then He said to me, 'Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, "Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live."'

So I prophesied as He commanded me, and breath came into them, and they lived and stood upon their feet—an exceedingly great army. Then He said to me, 'Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, "Our bones are dry, our hope is lost, and we are cut off." Therefore, prophesy and say to them, "Thus says the Lord God: Behold, My people, I will open your graves and bring you up from them, and bring you into the land of Israel."'

Verse 13: 'Then you shall know that I am the Lord when I have opened your graves, O My people, and brought you up from your graves. I will put My Spirit in you, and you shall live. I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and performed it,' says the Lord God."

I believe this is one of the most powerful messages that can be preached. God has given me two different directions with this, but I'm only going to take one tonight. The world is searching for God, let me tell you that. Right now, the world is desperately seeking God. Tragically and ironically, as the world seeks God, His people are asleep. Religious traditions are sleeping, while God looks at a world that needs Him and is searching for Him, and He sees a dead, sleeping church.

So, my question and comment tonight is this: It's time for revival. I'm not talking about the Azusa Street revival, or Toronto, or Pensacola, or any other revival we've been a part of. I'm talking about a revival that the world has never seen before.

The world wants and needs to know how to come to God and worship—not by man's opinion, but by what the Lord says. The world wants to hear what God is saying. People are anxious, waiting, and searching, but they're looking in the wrong places for answers right now. They're following leaders, but the problem is those leaders are demonic, leading them into darkness. The world needs models of authentic Christian living—people who can be a prototype of what God is about to do. The world wants to see God, and it's been longing for the Word of God, but what it has received has been empty of the information it truly needs.

You can't preach a watered-down gospel and expect everyone to be satisfied. What about the world's problems? As I said last night, God gave us a prescription on how to release His fire upon the church. You're not going to get it by offering candy-coated religion. You're not going to reach the church by preaching dead sermons. You have to preach the truth and address what's happening in our world right now. You can't just ignore it. You can have revival, you can have breakthrough, but you must make it relevant to today. Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people.

How many of you know our nation is in sin? Proverbs 14:34 says, "Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people." Can God's Word speak to our personal problems? Think about this: "But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well."

Now, listen for a moment to 2 Chronicles 7:14: "If My people, who are called by My name, shall humble themselves..." How many of you know the church needs to humble itself? We need humility before God. I'm calling the church today. The church can be too proud. The church is not supposed to be led by outstanding people, but by kneeling people—people who are on their knees, praying, and seeking His face. We need to be hungry for God, for lost souls. We need to be hungry for the world to know God. It says to turn from our wicked ways.

When you turn, you don't just turn halfway. Come on. Imagine you're driving, and you come to an intersection. You have a left turn or a right turn. If you turn just halfway, are you going to make it? No, you're not going to make it down that road. That's the problem—many people are turning away from their sin, but they're only turning halfway. They're not fully turning away; they're only halfway there. They won't make the necessary adjustments. We cannot do it halfway. Each one of us must repent, confess, be baptized, and be revived.

Then it says, after all this, "Then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land." Our nation has a lot of work to do. Come on, our nation has a lot of work to do.

They can blame Trump, the media, Hillary, Republicans, Democrats, dead people, or live people. They can blame race, racism, or anything and everything. But let me tell you something: that’s not turning away from sin. That’s not repentance. That’s not confessing our sins. Our nation needs to confess its sins. Abortion alone has brought a great deal of sin upon our nation.

People say they should have a choice, their own choice. I understand that if a woman is raped, there’s nothing in this world that would make her want to carry a rapist's baby. I get that. But the problem is that when you open the door just a little bit, you’re also opening it for a 16-year-old who just wants to have fun, get pregnant, and have an abortion whenever she wants.

It’s gotten to the point where our government legalized abortion for a 16-year-old. Let me tell you something, that law is about to change. That’s one of the changes Trump wants to make, and I give praise to God for that. Because no 16-year-old truly understands the gravity of what they’re doing when they’re trying to end a life in their womb.
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