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  This eBook is created and licensed for your reading enjoyment and contemplation. The Soul*Sparks themselves and the words on the pages belong to the Human Beings at large, and in particular to the women and men who spoke them. Those elders — living and in spirit — wanted people to hear their messages. I am but one courier. It is my honor to have had good ears and a long life to experience them, and then to pass the understandings along. - S.M.”
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  Master Thomas McClary Mercer (1902-1989)
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  “We are a part of all we have met. Yet, experience is an arch wherethro gleams that untravl'd world whose margin fades forever and forever when we move.”




  - Odysseus to Athena, at the end of Odyssey
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  The Moiras (The Fates) - as depicted by sculptor Johann Gottfried Schadow. These Triple-Moon Goddesses of ancient Greece were also known as The Apportioners. Clotho holds a spindle that she might spin out the thread of life. Lachesis, The Allotter, holds a scroll to measure the thread of a soul’s destiny. Atropos, The Unturnable, holds shears to cut when fate has been fulfilled. Photo courtesy of Wikipedia Commons.




  




  
Prologue





  It has been my moira in life to meet and to talk at length with a great many learned souls. Destiny has entwined me with spiritual savants, philosophers, rabbis, poets, priests, Native tradition keepers, farmers, professors, cobblers, cowboys and prima ballerinas.




  In this eBook, in employing the archaic Greek word moira to describe this dimension of my life path, I’m deliberately invoking the sound and spirit of Classical Greece — the period that flourished during the 5th to 4th centuries BCE.




  I’m reaching for the spirit of excellence - arête - expressed in that era’s works of philosophy, democracy, mathematics, architecture, sculpture, athletics, oratory, drama and poetry. All these elements of Greek Antiquity have had an enduringly beneficial influence on the world for millennia. That spirit is still worth striving for, and it is the nature of my effort in writing and publishing Classical Considerations.




  Working on this eBook, as well as the other Soul*Sparks titles, I’ve at times felt sympathy, and other times kinship with the spirit of the Diogenes, who homelessly wandered the streets of ancient Athens.
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  Diogenes - was born in Sinope, Turkey (4th Century BCE) but moved to Athens and became the leader of a faction known as The Cynics. Diogenes modeled himself on the example of Hercules, believing that virtue is revealed in action and deeds, not in theory or talk. He lived on the streets and by his wits, without luxuries. Photo of Diogenes statue in Sinope courtesy of Creative Commons.




  Diogenes gained renown by walking through the streets of Athens in broad daylight carrying a lighted lamp. When people would ask him why his lamp was lit in the day, he would reply not that he was looking for an honest man, as is so often misreported, but rather that he was “looking for a Human Being.”




  Diogenes’ quest for Human Beings struck home with me. His search in Classical Greece parallels one of the core ethical considerations in classic Native American wisdom ways. For me, someone who had walked hundreds of miles on Native pathways but only a few steps on the marbled hallways of Classical Greece, this point of reckoning seemed eminently worthy of consideration.




  The various cultures that have come to North America over the last 500 years have not yet completed the process of grafting healthfully with the root native culture that has been on the land for many thousands of years. There is a great need for this interweaving to proceed, and here is a foundational point of union.
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