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  What Others Are Saying




  



  “God cares about you up close and personal. In 1990, on the 24th of May, my father had a heart attack and died. At his funeral, I felt sad that there had been no real relationship for me to miss him. I prayed that God would show me His love for me as a Father. Fast forward nine years. On the 20th of May this year, God gave Rhema, who I had never met, my name in prayer; and instructed her to pray because the enemy was trying to destroy me.




  On the 24th of May I had a stroke. Three hours into the clot busting medication, I had an adverse reaction—a brain hemorrhage. My husband Ernie Culley prayed, God healed, and the doctor was confused. God showed me His great love by giving my name to a faithful woman who I had never met.




  We met a few weeks later, and now I have a friend for life; who is faithful to her God, and loves unconditionally. You too can meet her through the pages of this book. But her desire for you is that you meet the One who loves us all—Jesus Christ, Son of God.”




   




  Pastor Merrilyn Culley




  Vancouver, Canada




   




  “As an author, former academic and diplomat, I have for years failed the challenge to come to Jesus as a child full of wonder and expectation. Several decades ago, I faced a huge family health crisis that was to cost me my diplomatic career, and almost ended my marriage. Jesus rescued me, saved my marriage, now entering its 58th year, and introduced me to seeing the world increasingly as He sees it.




  The great Christian author, C. S. Lewis, used the words ‘surprised by joy’ to describe his Christian conversion. I was surprised by my child-like wonder, and expectation. But, over time, my intellect got in the way and increasingly robbed me of that initial intimacy.




  That was my situation when I picked up Rhema’s remarkable book. Due to my recent years of struggling with my wife’s worsening Alzheimer’s, on top of her earlier illnesses, I had developed a rather defensive faith—salvation assured, but not much to expect this side of heaven.




  Rhema’s world, vividly described in God Is Concerned About You is full of expectation and intimate interaction with her Saviour and mine. I was brought back to those days of wonder and, I believe, some of that expectant awe has rubbed off on me.




  My prayer is that you too will be similarly blessed by Rhema’s words.




   




  Ray Robinson, Executive Chairman




  Canadian Environmental Assessment




  Ottawa, Canada
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  Foreword




  When God spoke to Abraham in Genesis 12, He told him among other things, that he (Abraham) would be a blessing. Paul tells us, in the Book of Galatians, that we who belong to Jesus Christ will inherit the blessings of Abraham.




  We occasionally meet someone who has somehow put it all together; and who walks in the fullness of the reality of that promise. Such a person is Rhema Orech. Sister Rhema impacted our lives powerfully before we ever met her. She has a wonderful ability to hear the voice and instructions of the Holy Spirit; the discernment to understand her assignment; and the self-discipline to carry out each task.




  Such an assignment sent her into deep intercessory prayer for my wife, Marrilyn, before either of us ever met her. In the midst of the greatest crisis of our lives, I walked up to Merrilyn, lying on a hospital bed in the Intensive Care Ward at Vancouver General Hospital, laid my hands on her head, and said, "Jesus, there's something going on in this head right now. We need a miracle, and we need it now." Today I am convinced that simple prayer unleashed an avalanche of stored up prayer power, and my Merrilyn was instantly, miraculously healed!




  Since that initial intervention, we have "done life together" with Rhema Orech, this wonderful woman of God. She continuously proves the reality of that ancient promise to Abraham, and to his descendants. Rhema is a walking blessing of God Himself. In this book, she allows us all to join her on this amazing adventure she calls life.




   




  Pastor Ernie Culley




  Vancouver, Canada




  



  
Chapter One
Love is Concerned





  God’s Creation and Control




  1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 4 And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness. 5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day. 6 And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. 7 And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so. 8 And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day. 9 And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so. 10 And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good. 11 And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. 12 And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 13 And the evening and the morning were the third day. 14 And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years: 15 And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was so. 16 And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the stars also. 17 And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth, 18 And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and God saw that it was good. 19 And the evening and the morning were the fourth day. 20 And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven. 21 And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth. 23 And the evening and the morning were the fifth day. 24 And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so. 25 And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. 28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. 29 And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. 30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so. 31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day” (Genesis 1:1-31).




   




  God’s word is true. When He speaks, all doubts vanish because:




  “… the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12).




   




  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made” (John 1: 1-3).




   




  “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created” (Revelation 4: 11).




   




  Jesus is the Word, the Way, the Truth, and the Life. (John 1:1, 14:6)




   




  “The earth is the LORD’s, and all its fullness, the world and those who dwell therein. For He has founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the waters” (Psalms 24:1-2).




  God created the heavens and the earth and everything that exists, including humankind. Therefore, we all belong to God. No one exists by his or her own choice, or through any deliberate action of their own. Neither have we evolved from apelike ancestors. It is just a figment of modern thought to think that human beings came into existence by a quirk of fate, or by some accidental combination of circumstances.




  On the other hand, it is also incorrect, to believe that human beings will turn into other creatures after death, based on some kind of “karma.” Anyone who thinks that is spiritually deceived. God clearly tells us in His Word the origin of man.




  The Word




  Jesus (the Word) Himself resisted the devil and made the devil flee from him. In so doing, He confirmed the Scripture which says, “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” (James 4:7). The devil has no choice but to obey God’s Word, and he will flee when you submit yourself to God and resist him. Move on, always praising God in hymns, prayer and supplication. Don’t forget to “eat,” meaning, remember to read the Bible, His Word. One little word spoken by Jesus defeated the enemy. So, it is important for you to know the Word of God and that you apply it to any circumstance.




  If you study the Bible daily, you could read through the Bible three or four times a year. Most of the time, as I read my Bible, I listen to what the Holy Spirit is saying at that moment, and then I write that revelation on the blank space near the verses I am reading. I am amazed how He, the Holy Spirit, will reveal new things to me each time I read the same Scripture. That is why we should continually be in the Word, and consider it our manual for life. God is concerned about His Word. So, we should use the Word to praise Him; speak the Word into our circumstances; and, refer to the Word in our prayer.




  Thank God regularly for His Word. Speak to people using His Word. When you greet people, say Shalom, which means “peace.” When Jesus appeared to His disciples following His resurrection, He greeted them with, “Peace be with you…” Rest on the Word by waiting and listening to what God has to say to you. In Isaiah 55:11, God promises that His Word will not return to Him void (unfulfilled); but that it will accomplish whatever He sends it to do. God respects His word. He is concerned about you using the Word. God has made some direct pronouncements in the Holy Bible about His Word (the Bible). He expects us to take advantage of those pronouncements. He said, “Come now, and let us reason together…” (Isaiah 1:18a). He also says, “Command ye me” (Isaiah 45:11b). My friend, learn the Word; know the Word; and use the Word. God is concerned about you using His Word.




   




  31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. (Romans 8:31-37).




  A Carrier of God’s Glory




  Is God concerned about you when you are being persecuted? He absolutely is! And the best news is that He can, and will, see you through. Do you remember the three Hebrew men who were thrown into the fiery furnace? They were Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. And, do you recall how suddenly a fourth person appeared in the furnace with them, and stood next to them amidst the flames?




  King Nebuchadnezzar, who had them thrown into the fire, confessed, “Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God” (Daniel 3:25) Indeed it was Jesus who appeared in the fire to protect the three men. Just because you don’t see Jesus physically with you does not mean you are alone. You are never alone. His holy angels are always at work assigned to minister to us all the time. (Hebrews 1:14)




  The Holy Spirit (the Spirit of The Most High God) is always ready to comfort you. He resides in your heart. So, allow Him to take over every part of you (body, soul and spirit), and you will see the manifestation of God. You will experience His protection and life-changing power. You are His dwelling place, His sanctuary, a glory carrier. Yes, you! You are special, very unique, and different. You are not lucky, you are blessed and highly favored. The eternal Creator God of Heaven lives inside you!




  So, why panic when He tells you to go into the world and spread the gospel. Just go! You aren’t going alone, are you? Not at all. Jesus, “the fullness of the Godhead bodily” is in you. Like the three in the furnace, who became four; I count Father, Son, Holy Spirit, and you. That also makes four! I sometimes hear Christians say, “I am lonely.” How can that be, when the blessed Trinity is forever with you—in you!




  He is concerned about you not being alone. The Alpha and Omega (God) loves you. He knows your need and is ready to help you. Are you receiving the revelation? Ask Him lots of questions, and you will discover that He is there to answer.




  For instance, when you misplace your keys, or you can’t think straight because you are under a lot of stress or pressure, ask the Holy Spirit to show you where your keys are. Ask Him to give you a sound mind. Don’t go about confessing negative thoughts, or speaking things that are contrary to His Word; and then turn around and say that you were only joking. You may hurt people with your unkind words when you do that. Remember, the Scripture encourages us in Ephesians 5:4 to avoid “filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks.”




   




  “For as he thinks in his heart, so is he…” (Proverbs 23:7).




   




  “A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh” (Luke 6:45).




   




  “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto death” (Revelation 12:11).




   




  Jesus is life, because He is alive. He arose from the dead. Founders of other religions have died. Their bodies have decayed, awaiting the second coming of Jesus, the King of Kings, who will raise up the dead and judge the world. Oh, and don’t forget that we shall rule and reign because He has made us to be kings. How exciting! Get ready, because His Word and Promises are true.




  Before I accepted Jesus as my Lord, I loved Him, and God the Holy Spirit. How? You may ask. Have you heard people say, when something occurs, “I knew that was going to happen?” How did they know? It’s intuitive. Something within me made me feel that I would encounter Jesus someday. Have you felt that way? What is it?




  He Cares




  You have the spirit of God dwelling in you, you were created in His image, but it is just that you don’t have a relationship with Him because you don’t spend adequate time with God, your Father. That is, if you are a Christian and you don’t hear God’s voice, it means you are not being led by His Spirit. That means you are still self-willed, not God-dependent, but rather depending on yourself and your own power.




  Imagine you are piloting an airplane, in the air, and without any training whatsoever. You are not prepared for trouble, and are bound to crash. I’d much prefer that the Lord pilot the plane, with the Holy Spirit as His co-pilot. I want Him to oversee the journey. Then, I can take a back seat and expect His travelling mercy.




  I received that understanding after I survived a terrible automobile accident. I am alive, thanks to Jesus. After the accident, He gave me a revelation of me sitting in the back seat, leaving the driving to Him. How peaceful. Total surrender! That means I am not on my own. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20) Rather, Christ Jesus is Lord of my life. Therefore, I say, “Drive, Lord Jesus!’




  Recently, I discovered that my maternal grandfather, who was in the Middle East during the Second World War, converted to Islam. I had always wondered why and how my family became Muslim. When he returned from the Middle East, he tried to convert everybody in his family to become Muslims. In 1999, the Lord asked me to write a book. I had no clue about writing, how or where to start, or, what the title would be. Again, He came in a vision and asked me to write, not just one book, but several books. He started giving me ideas about some titles. Sadly, I hesitated. I delayed. Since then, I have noticed that He appointed other people to write books with the same title that He gave me.




  When I started writing this book, He gave me the title, and the color scheme for the cover. Hearing a few preachers address some of the topics in this book in their sermons; I knew that the Lord was reminding me again to go ahead and publish it. I tried to get help from others who have written books, but could not find anyone who would help me edit the book. A friend in England asked me to send her the manuscript, which I did. But, I never heard from her again. I thank God for them being honest with me, and I have absolutely no hard feelings at all.




  When I started to write this book in 2004 my mother, who I love, was still a Muslim. I trusted the Lord that she would come into the Kingdom of God. However, she passed away on December 10th, 2005. I was so broken. I miss her dearly, and I cry anytime I think about her. The worst time for me is when I go to Uganda for a visit. The fact that she won’t be there to greet me makes me so sad. It cuts me to the core of my heart. However, the Lord is continuing to heal and comfort me.




   




  Someday I will write about what I call “holy mourning.” Sometimes I cry when I think of how Jesus suffered for us, especially for me. When it occurs to me, I cry endless tears. You see, I was the first in my family to confess my sins and receive Jesus as my Lord and Savior. It was a decision I have never regretted. There is no turning back from Him. Jesus Christ is Lord. Jesus Christ is my Lord and my life forever. Amen!




  Saved…. And All the Household!




  The Lord has raised up people like me, who once practiced Islam, to uproot the root of Islam from our families and nations. As a result of prayer, Islam will crumble. “Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered…” (Numbers 10:35). For it is “…not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts” (Zechariah 4:6).




  On one occasion, when I went back to Uganda on a visit, I heard the sounds from the mosque early one morning. It bothered me. I inquired of the Lord about it, and He told me that Islam will crumble to the ground. In a vision, He showed me green grass on the ground. I am waiting for His words to come to pass.




  I am not alone anymore. Many in my family have turned from Islam to the Lord Jesus. Some have yet to do so for fear of persecution. If they publicly confess Him, they would be disowned, or their parents would not pay their school fees. My dear friend, I assure you, that there is a war in the heavenlies. We, Christians, are tearing down principalities and powers, standing firm in Jesus’ name, and seeing victory. In Psalm 2:8 (NJKV), the Lord invites us, saying, “Ask of Me, and I will give you the nations for Your inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Your possession.”




  The Family




  By the time I became a Christian, I had already lost a dear friend, my late brother, Safi Okabo. It’s a pity because I don’t think he knew Jesus. I also lost my sister Asher. By then I had become a Christian, but unfortunately I was not in Uganda to talk to her about Jesus, nor did I try to give her the message of the gospel over the phone. My hope is that, at the last minute, she asked the Lord to be her Savior.




  From the telephone calls I received, I was told that her last words were; “May God forgive me.” Then there was Zura, our youngest sister. I would write to her regularly, telling her about Jesus; and she would write back with questions and comments. After a series of these letters, she declared that she was persuaded that Jesus is Lord and accepted Him as her Lord and Savior. Since she lives in Uganda, and I live in Canada, the only way we could communicate was through letters, and the occasional phone call. However, I was still able to mentor her, and help her grow as a Christian. Eventually we began to speak to our other family members.




  The critical one was my uncle, the late Smith Opon Acak, former Ugandan Chief Of Staff, who was in a maximum-security prison in Luzira. Since we had no physical way to reach Him, I prayed for him regularly, requesting that the Lord would make a way for him to be released and saved. The Lord promised me that he would indeed be released and saved. So, for ten years, I prayed for my uncle.




  It is good the Lord gives us hope and insight into His Word, and the truth of His promises. He also gave me several revelations about my uncle. Some of those revelations about my uncle’s condition were breathtaking.




  God showed me how he was tortured in prison, which made me pray even more fervently for him. Some of his friends were freed, but he incarcerated longer than any of his friends. After numerous court cases, he won his freedom, and the military government had to pass a ruling to release him. To me, my prayers were answered, and the Lord had done as He had promised. God is faithful. What He says, He always does. I was excited to hear that my uncle was out of jail, but also sad. I feared that he might be re-arrested or killed soon after his release.




  However, the greatest cry of my heart was to find out if He had surrendered his life to Jesus before he died. Sometime later, I received a letter from Uncle Smith, dated July 14th, 1998, briefing me about what had happened since we last saw each other eleven years ago in Lusaka, Zambia. He signed the letter, and then wrote PRAISE THE LORD! AMEN! In capital letters. I knew then that he was born again and bound for heaven. I was very encouraged by God’s faithfulness. What He promised me, He had done. Uncle Smith was saved, and out of prison.




  When God says something, our part is to believe and pray until we see the manifestation. Do not fold your hands and do nothing. It will only prolong your miracle, and you will end up calling God a liar. God is not a liar, He is Truth, and you will appreciate that more and more as you get to know more about Him.




  Just as I had feared, Uncle Smith was killed not long after his release. When I heard the news that he had been killed, I said, “They killed his earthly body, but we will meet again at the trumpet sound.”




  You see, when I trusted Christ as my Savior, I wrote down the names of my loved ones and others I knew who were not saved. I began praying that the Lord would save them before they died. I didn’t know much about how to pray, but I quickly learned that the Holy Spirit will teach us how to pray, and what to do. If we focus on Him and obey His Word, the answer will come in His time. Amen.
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