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  Foreword



"All men are created equal."- Abraham Lincoln (The Gettysburg Address)





War is something that has been going on for centuries since the beginning of time. Different wars in different countries, eras of time, and between which peoples have started for a multitude of reasons. Sometimes wars are fought because of territory and land. There are other times when wars are fought because of resources. There were wars that were caused by a revolution and a rebellion. There were wars fought because of a demand in different supplies and resources. There was even one war that took place centuries ago where it was believed that two nations went head-to-head all because of a beautiful woman. 




In the heat of battle, many fight in wars for the gold, the glory, and the fame. In a time of peace, many idolize the heroes who fought in these wars, yet forget what the cost was in order for these people to be deemed heroic. Many forget about the lives that had to be sacrificed and lost in order to win a battle for territory, beliefs, resources, and whatever possible reason there could be to start a war. 




The American Civil War was a war fought between the country’s federal government against a group of rebels who wanted to keep living the way they have been living, they wanted to keep their slaves and keep the slave trade alive. They believed that the country should be run solely by the ways of the Christian beliefs. 




It was during the height of the American Civil War, a war of one country between two factions who each had their own beliefs of how they wanted their country to be run, held one of the deadliest battles in American history. This battle is known as the Battle of Gettysburg. It was a battle between the Confederacy and the Union that spanned a total of three days, all because two warring sides just happened to chance upon each other just right on the outskirts of a small town. Yet, even without preparation, no rest from the battles they had just fought, no mercy or hesitance was initially shown from either side, and instead, the moment the two warring sides laid eyes on each other, immediately swung their swords and fired their guns. 
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The photograph shows an aerial view of a battle reenactment of the Battle of Gettysburg. This photograph was taken in 1922. 

Slavery in the United States of America started in 1526 even before the United States was colonized by Britain. When the United States were first being occupied by European countries and were thus being colonized by them, there was a great demand for labor. The demand for labor comes from the construction of new buildings, houses, towns, as well as needing workers to work in plantation sites. In these plantation sites, it is somewhat like a farm except it is a vast land overseen by the master of the house, who is usually a slave owner. The land is also large enough to house the slaves who worked in these plantation sites. Slaves were used to take care of livestock and harvest crops. 




In the Americas, the first area to be enslaved was the Caribbean. Christopher Columbus first claimed the Caribbean for Spain, which paved the way for Spanish settlements to be made in the land. Years later, Caribbean will then be colonized by other European countries such as Britain and France. 




The existence of sugar was what made the Caribbean so special to these countries, making them an easy objective to win wars and land disputes. Over time, many of these countries settled into the Caribbean, South America, and other states in North and Central America, and most of those who settled here had put up their own plantation sites. Because the many decided that they would put up their own plantations, the demand for slaves grew and grew, yet the number of natives had diminished due to the many wars and battles that were fought by the Europeans to claim land. Though slavery wasn’t new to the Natives themselves, it was different now that foreigners had taken over and were enslaving pretty much everyone they saw. 




Meanwhile, sometime in the 15th century, the Portuguese had an expedition to find India. Sometime in their search, they had found the Kongo Kingdom, now known as Northern Angola in central Africa. At the time, it was just a brief stopover during their search, but was a valuable piece of information much later during the need for more slaves. The constant migration of Europeans to the Americas meant that there was a great need for slaves. This had become the start of the Atlantic Slave Trade, also known as the “Euro-American Slave Trade.”




In the 16th century, the Portuguese saw an opportunity. With the demand for slaves getting higher and higher, they had gone back to Africa and brought Africans to the Americas as slaves to be presented and sold to the highest bidders. The Africans they brought back with them to turn into slaves were not there of their own free will. Most were kidnapped or captured in battle. Others were turned into slaves as punishment. There were also some Africans who took the upper hand and made a business out of capturing slaves from other tribes or groups and sold them to the Europeans. Because there was such a high mortality rating for the Africans, there was always a demand for more Africans to use as slaves. 




The reason why the mortality rating was so high starts from how they were acquired in the first place. Again, many were there not because of their own volition. Next, was the transportation from Africa to America. Hundreds if not thousands of Africans were chained together and forced to stay together on a ship where they would struggle to survive for the months that it would take to reach America. If they didn’t die from the poor and unsanitary conditions of the slave ships, there was also the possibility of dying at the hands of a sailor. Because slaves were thought of at the time as no more than property or even objects, those in charge of handling the transportation did not care to act humane or kind to the people they were transporting, thus abuse was inevitable. It has been estimated that around two million Africans died during the trip going to America. 




States now known as the Carolinas, Georgia, Florida, Texas, Virginia, New England, New York, and many others were just some of the states that kept a high number of slaves in their lands. As years progressed, the situation for slaves started to turn around. Some colonists had started to see Africans as more than just “slaves” and as actual human beings just like them. Though there was still a bias against them, Africans started gaining rights and laws. Some states even allowed slaves to be paid in wages. 
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