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PREFAZIONE


In this short essay Dr Randazzo continues her enterprise to offer us a deep analysis of the most relevant theological concepts of the Apostolic Fathers. Being one of the three theological virtues, hope is particularly outstanding among these concepts, and it is markedly present in the works of the earliest witnesses of the Christian tradition. The author demonstrates its centrality with numerous quotations taken from the writings of Clement of Rome, Ignatius of Antioch, Pseudo-Barnabas, Pseudo-Clement, Polycarp of Smyrna, and Hermas. 


The paper is divided into two parts, to which the author gives the following titles: Christian hope and divine hope. As Clement of Rome emphasizes, the basis of Christian hope is the God’s promise of the resurrection of the body. Ignatius highlights the theme of hope in several of his letters, and he sees its foundation in Christ’s veracity and his resurrection, but he also reminds us that the prophets had already foretold the fulfilment of God’s promises, the solid ground of our hope. Hermas also builds his hope on God’s word of promise, but he stresses the importance of the sacraments as well. Other authors name other foundations of Christian hope: God’s mercy and Christ’s martyrdom. They remind us that we are not short of the examples of hope in the Old Testament: especially Abraham demonstrated that his hope was deeply rooted in God’s promises. 


The second part of the essay focuses on the observation that for the Apostolic Fathers the final aim of our hope is God and his Christ himself. They emphasize on several occasions that the members of the Christian community can hope for possessing Christ himself in the world to come if they accomplish their obligations and act righteously. As a conclusion, Dr Randazzo calls our attention to the fact that while Clement and Ignatius concentrate on God’s condescending grace, which – in several forms – is the basis for our Christian hope, the other authors (Polycarp, Pseudo-Barnabas, Hermas, and Pseudo-Clement) turn our eyes towards the final goal of our hope, Christ himself. 


I think that with the help of the ideas of this concise but stop-gap essay we are assisted by the author to delve even deeper into the rich soil of the earliest decades of Christian thought, which later served as fertile land for Christian theological reflection. 


Budapest 7-8-2016


Prof. László Perendy
Pázmány Péter
Catholic University
Budapest, Hungary




INTRODUZIONE


L'idea di rivolgere una particolare attenzione al tema della speranza è dettata dal fatto che manca un vero e proprio accostamento ai testi subapostolici. Infatti lo stesso Studer si è limitato a citare qualche passo delle opere dei Padri apostolici,1
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