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Introduction
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This book is being published in response to a long-standing prompting I've felt from God to offer healing through these pages. In many Christian circles, divorce is often viewed as an unforgivable act. The creation of this book spanned several months, aimed not only at those who have experienced divorce but also at those seeking to understand God's perspective on divorce and remarriage. Before we delve into this topic, it's important to acknowledge that God detests divorce, and we should not hastily choose to end a marriage that was once cherished. This book explores various dimensions of this subject, hoping to provide you with enlightening insights that can bring liberation as you read "Life After Divorce."

What do the Bible and God truly say about divorce and remarriage? This book challenges the false traditions imposed by mankind and provides detailed guidance for those in search of answers. While the restoration of troubled marriages remains God's primary concern, this book also addresses how to overcome the negative emotions associated with divorce - like grief, anger, depression, bitterness, unforgiveness, and rejection. Our aim is to help readers live the joyful, fruitful, and abundant life that God wishes for all His children.
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Chapter One: The Church’s Position
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This chapter, focusing on the Church’s Position, is the cornerstone of the entire book. It aims to provide clarity and understanding to aid in the healing process for thousands of Christians grappling daily with the complexities of divorce. These individuals often encounter conflicting advice from friends, pastors, and their churches, leading to emotional turmoil and intellectual confusion. If you find yourself in this situation, know that you are not alone. We will explore the Church's stance on divorce, starting with some fundamental principles of interpreting Scripture, which are crucial for a proper understanding.

Firstly, Scripture should be interpreted through the cultural and linguistic context of its original audience. Consider how much has changed even within our lifetimes, and apply this understanding to texts written millennia ago. Scripture was written for specific cultures, often omitting explanations of concepts already familiar to those cultures. Its simplicity means that it can be understood by the average person of the time it was written.

In Genesis, we see God’s original design for marriage:

Genesis 2:24 "Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh."

This verse encapsulates the unity of marriage. However, over time, people sought ways to dissolve this unity. The concept of a covenant during this period was a mutually binding agreement, often involving a financial exchange. In Moses’ time, divorce became prevalent, often leading to the social and economic ruin of women. To address this, God instructed Moses to establish divorce laws.

Deuteronomy 24:1 details these laws, ensuring that women were protected from being unjustly disgraced.

By the time of the Old Testament's conclusion, unfaithfulness had become rampant. God's disdain for divorce and unfaithfulness is explicitly stated in Malachi 2:16.

The laws of marriage evolved over time, with both men and women gaining the right to divorce for various reasons. This led to instability within the institution of marriage. The grounds for divorce during Jesus' time, based on Exodus 21, included childlessness, material and emotional neglect, and unfaithfulness. Remarriage was generally accepted unless the divorce was deemed invalid.

Deuteronomy 24:1 was a pivotal scripture in the debate over divorce. Jesus, in Matthew 19, addressed this debate when questioned by the Pharisees. He emphasized God’s original intent for marriage and acknowledged Moses' allowances for divorce due to human hardheartedness. Jesus allowed for divorce in cases of adultery but did not command it, implying forgiveness as a possible path. This is further explored in Matthew 5:32, which suggests the societal implications of divorce and the victimization of women.

The Apostle Paul adds to this discussion in 1 Corinthians 7:10-11, differentiating between separation and divorce. He advises that separated individuals should either remain unmarried or reconcile. Paul also addresses the situation of a believer divorced by a nonbeliever, stating that in such cases, the believer is not bound and is free to remarry.

Paul's writings also touch on the issue of believers divorcing believers. He urges deserting partners to return, suggesting Church intervention if they do not. This reflects a stringent approach to Church discipline, which, though challenging, aligns with Jesus' teachings on addressing disobedience.

The New Testament's stance on remarriage post-divorce remains somewhat ambiguous, recognizing the complexity and diversity of situations. Remarriage was a right and often an obligation in the first-century world. The New Testament writers, understanding this context, would have clearly opposed this norm if their teachings were contrary. Thus, the New Testament's ambiguity on this topic suggests a nuanced understanding of the complexities surrounding divorce and remarriage.

In summarizing the New Testament teachings on divorce, I've come to understand them as follows: Jewish culture historically held two views on divorce – divorce solely for adultery, or divorce for "any reason." Jesus addressed this dichotomy, firmly stating that divorce should not be pursued without substantial cause. He emphasized that God's original design was for a man and a woman to marry, unite, and become one flesh – a union not meant to be broken. However, divorce is permissible in cases of unrepentant, ongoing adultery, though it's important to remember that God’s ultimate desire is for love, forgiveness, and reconciliation. Paul echoes this sentiment, advising couples against divorce and recommending that those who do divorce should either reconcile or remain single. In cases where a believer is deserted by their spouse, be they a nonbeliever or a disobedient believer, the deserted party is not bound and free to remarry. However, it's crucial to note that the primary focus should not be on finding loopholes for divorce but on seeking ways to repair, heal, and strengthen the marital bond.

I also want to highlight that, according to Scripture, every sin can be forgiven through repentance, except the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit.

The Catholic Church views marriage as a sacrament that cannot be dissolved by legal means. In their doctrine, what is often termed 'divorce' is actually a legal separation, with no allowance for remarriage. The Church may declare a marriage null – an annulment – under certain conditions, such as if the marriage didn't occur within the Catholic Church. This stance allows individuals to remarry, as the original union is not recognized as valid according to Catholic teachings.

Another perspective to consider is that a formal, legal divorce signifies the end of a marriage in every aspect, regardless of the reasons for the divorce. The idea that a marriage continues in God's eyes after a formal divorce, especially for unjust reasons, is a human invention without Scriptural basis. Scripture clearly states that after a divorce, a person is free to remarry. Historically, divorce has always been understood as a complete dissolution of the marital bond, without partiality to either party. Misconceptions about divorce, such as selective release from marital obligations or the continuation of marriage post-divorce, emerged during the dark ages, long after the close of the biblical canon.
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