

[image: cover]




Préfacé


These 12 caprices were first published by C.F. Peters of Leipzig and their composition is intimately associated with this famous firm. Franz Anton Hoffmeister had started a music Publishing firm shortly after graduating from his studies of law in Vienna around 1783. Various business partnerships were discussed and passed by but his core circle of friends included Mozart (who dedicated his String Quartet in D to him), Haydn, Clementi, and Beethoven to name a few and in line with the business interests Hoffmeister was busy composing. In retrospect we can see that in spite of the energies that would have been required to run his commercial interests, Hoffmeister can be regarded as prolific composer with a large number of operas, concertos, symphonies and a credible amountto chamber works to his name.


Chief among these are the works for flute, an instrument for which he wrote a number of virtuoso works and this facility for the melodic line is clearly on display in the Twelve Caprices for Solo Violin. It is almost certain that the caprices were first published posthumously. In 1800, Hoffmeister with Ambrosius Kühnel (a bookseller and organist) had founded the Bureau de Musique but sole ownership of the business passed to Kühnel in 1806 and it continued under the name Neuer Verlag des Bureau de Musique until Kühnel’s death in 1814 where it transferred into the hands of Cari Friedrich Peters. The company name, Bureau de Musique de C.F. Peters started appearing on the covers after 1st April 1814 and this is printed on the covers of the two books which comprise the set of twelve caprices.
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