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  FOREWORD




   




  Be still is very inspirational, encouraging and biblically sound in doctrine. It’s known for its directness of language and clarity which is very easy to read and understand by the readers. I believe the readers will be encouraged after reading the book, and will begin to learn how to trust God in any situation one finds himself in.




  Azuka Chinonso Igwegbe points out most of the life’s challenging problems with its biblical pragmatic approach. This book offers hope and solution to anyone who may be facing one thing or the other.




  ―Rev (. Prof.) Vic N. Ronnie




  Carolina Christian University, Lexington




  North Carolina, U.S.A.




   




   




  PREFACE




   




  God is still speaking to his children even to this moment. Distance is not too far for him to speak, but the problem is, do we have the listening ear?




  God is not only interested in you reaching heaven; he also wants you to make it here on earth. Don’t think that the earth only belongs to the unbelievers, and that is the reason why it seems as if they are the ones that make it in life; no, the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, and since the earth is his, he wants you to live a peaceful life, but at times ignorance robs us a lot of things, including our right and peace as Christians, and thereby making us to be fighting every battle that comes our way even the ones we are not meant to fight. It’s not all battles are worth fighting for.




  Sometimes we even fight the ones that belong to God. Stop engaging yourself in everyday battle you see. Learn how to be still in every situation. Let God lead, let him fight the battles. He knows how to fight every battle. He is a warrior in the battlefield; he has never lost any battle. All you have to do is to hand over to him all your battles and worries, then allow him to handle it himself.




  If only you can understand who God is, you will stop seeing the bigness of your problem, and will start seeing the bigness of God. He knows what he can do in any situation, and that is the reason he keeps telling you, ‘be still and know that I am God, I will be exalted…’ (Ps. 46:10). But because you do not know what he could do, that makes you to keep worrying over the things you have prayed for, but have you ever kept your money in the bank and stay awake all the night thinking about the safety of the money because of how you suffered to make it?




  In that situation you are into now, and in that battle you are facing now, hand it over to God and be still, and know that he is God, he will be exalted among the heathen.




  Peace!




   




  INTRODUCTION




   




  “Be Still” is a book that teaches us that God is not only interested in your spiritual welfare, but he is very much interested in your physical welfare. God has a lot to tell you in this book. All he wants from you is to be still and let him lead.




  All the Bible quotations were taken from the King James Version (KJV) and New International Version (NIV).




   




  
CHAPTER ONE



  LEAN NOT ON YOUR OWN UNDERSTANDING





   




  Once predictions fail, they become the paralysis of analyses, but guess what! God does not predict, he speaks. "Forever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven." (Psalm 119:89 KJV).




  When God speaks, it goes with certainty and confirmation, but the predictions of the experts go with probability, and once any fails, it becomes the paralysis of the analysis. Has God spoken to you recently? Hold on, he will bring it to pass. "…for I am watching to see that my word is fulfilled.” (Jere. 1:12 NIV).




   




  Trust in the Lord with all your heart and




  lean not on your own understanding;




  Prov. 3:5 NIV.




   




  "Understanding," as used in this book could be seen as: one's enemy, Satan, intuitions, psychic, or a friend who is trying to discourage him from fulfilling his destiny. Now, is your understanding telling you that God does not love you, that even if he does, he would not allow you to be experiencing all these things you are facing now? That is a lie from the pit of hell.




  Devil wants to use it to drag you away, and when you allow him to confuse and convince you that God does not love you, at that point in life you are ushering in self pity and hatred. Hatred for the things of God, but first, that hatred will start from you hating yourself, then your fellow human being which after, God.




  Is your understanding telling you that you are not qualify? Or you are inferior, uneducated, too poor, a sinner, worthless and a wretched human being? Devil always hides at the back of your inferiority complex to use it to fight you, but in all these, Bible says “…Lean not in your own understanding”




  Is your understanding telling you that nobody has ever made it in your family? But God’s Word tells you that, “I can do all things through Christ that strengthens me” (Phil. 4:13). Is your understanding telling you that that job is not for you, and that you are not qualify for it, after all people with good qualification have not gotten it? But God’s Word tells you that he does not call the qualified, but he qualifies the called. (Romans 8:30).




  If your understanding is telling you that you don’t have enough power to face your challenges. God’s Word tells you that, “By strength shall no man prevail.” (1 Sam. 2:9). Is your understanding telling you that you are starting small? But God’s Word tells you that your latter days shall be greater than your former. (Job 8:7). If your understanding is telling you that you are weak and fragile to handle such a great project, The Word of God says, “The race is not to the swift or the battle to the strong…’’ (Ecll. 9:11).




  Is your understanding telling you that you are losing your life on a daily basis based on a doctor’s report? But God’s Word tells you that, ‘‘For this reason was the Son made manifest that he will destroy the works of the enemy.’’ (1 Jn.1:8). If your understanding is telling you that that sickness is a terminal one based on a doctor’s report. Jesus says, ‘‘I come that they may have life and have it more abundantly.’’ (John 10:10). If your understanding is telling you that you are not fully healed? The Word says, ‘If the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed’ (John 8: 36).




  If your understanding keeps reminding you that you have a terrible past. The good news is, ‘If any man is in Christ Jesus, he is a new creature, old things are past away, and all things become new. (2 Cor. 5:17). If your understanding tells you that you have no other options left than to accept that you are a failure. I have good news for you. Peter failed many times, but Jesus still made him a successful preacher.




  Is your understanding telling you that it is too late to start all over again? Hear this, ‘I am the beginning and the end’ (Rev. 1: 17). Trust him; he will help you to start all over again. If your understanding tells you that you have passed the age of bearing children, let me remind you, even at old age, God still made Sarah a mother. (Gen. 21:1).




  Is your understanding telling you that your kidney and systems are no more functioning well? Relax; stop panicking because, 'that same Spirit that raised Christ from the death shall also quicken your mortal body.' (Rom. 8:11). If your understanding tells you to accept the fact that you are childless. I just want you to know that when Hannah thought as much, God still made her the mother of the great prophet of the nation. (1 Sam. 2)




  I don’t know the type of understanding you are leaning on thereby making you your own prisoner, but for whatever it may be, God has a perfect solution to it. Here, the Bible says, ‘Trust in the Lord with all your heart…’ it is a call that demands total obedience. He wants you to trust him with all your heart; it is only when you put all your trust in him that you will fully depend on him.




  God knows that you are an emeritus professor of wisdom, the inventor of science and technology, but in all these portfolios, he still wants you not to trust in your own understanding because where your understanding fails, he will not fail; where your suggestions fails, he will not, where your laws and theorems does not hold, his laws stand forever because he’s the Certainty in confusion.




  In life, God knows that your understanding will fail you one day, and that was the reason he says, ‘… lean not on your own understanding,’ you may think that what worked yesterday will work tomorrow, or the principle you applied and it worked perfectly yesterday will continue to serve for ever; life does not give such guarantee. God knows that one day those laws and principles will fail and that made him to tell you not to lean or depend on them.




  Where you fail in life is where he stands firm, and what failed you in life will not fail him. He can apply just a principle in a million and one situations and it will work because he never fails. Where your memory fails, his will not. Where and what your brain and intelligence could not do or proffer solutions to, he has one thousand and one solutions to.




  It was the case of crossing the red sea. Neither Moses nor his men knew what to do at that point. Their understanding made them to believe that on no account should one walk through the sea. But this is what God says, ‘When you pass through the sea, it will not carry you’ (Isa. 43:2). Their understanding made them believed the fact that without a boat, no one could cross the sea which is true, but God proved to them that he’s the, ‘Ocean Divider.’




  There at the bank of the sea, I don’t know what exactly would be going on in their minds when they were facing the red sea, and at their back were the Egyptian armies approaching fast with their chariots. Maybe those that read mathematics would be busy calculating the length, distance and the volume of the water.




  The chemist would be taking the qualitative and quantitative analysis of the water, and the gravity of the spontaneous reaction of the sea. The geologist on their sides would be wondering the nature of the soil texture, and the component of the rocks in the sea, whether it will be slippery when they match on it.




  The marine engineers would be thinking of how to construct the bridge that could cross to the other side; the type of reinforcement, the thickness of the pillars and the rods. Those in demography thinking of getting the necessary data when they might have crossed, those that were drowned and those that survived.




  The environmental engineers thinking of the possible way of channeling the volume of the water current. The accountant thinking of how to negotiate with Pharaoh, the amount of money they will pay into his account, and whether to reduce the increase of their tasks payment and labor.




  The lawyers looking for a way to litigate the Egyptians for their hard labor and intimidations. The doctors and nurses thinking of getting a first aid treatment because in a situation like that there must be the cases of casualties. And the scientists thinking of how to construct boats, or a ship that would cross them to the other side of the sea.




  Could all these be the understanding God was talking about which he wanted them not to lean on because he’s the Ocean Divider? Those plans were very good, but, it will take time to put in place, and before they know it the Egyptians they were running away from will get them. With God, there is a short cut to cross the red sea. If by tomorrow you find yourself in such situation and you begin to think of what to do and how to do it, remember, he has never changed. He can still give you the same unprecedented miracle.




  Even if your understanding is telling you that nobody has done it before and it is not possible. Remember, ‘I am the God of all flesh, and there is nothing too hard for me’ (Jere. 32:27). In their own understanding, they were seeing it as red sea, but God saw it as a red carpet. He turned their red sea into red carpet, and he is ever ready to turn your red sea into red carpet only if you will give him the chance by not leaning on your own understanding.




  Even if they were permitted to proffer solution to the situation, I believe that the suggestion the wisest man among them made would be the most ridiculous one to follow or accept. It was a situation where nature itself was confused and does not know how to help. At that point in life, the crowd thought that the greatest mistake they had ever made was to have listened to Moses, who took them out of the land of slavery.




   




  They said to Moses, “Was it because there were




  no graves in the Egypt that you brought us to
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