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  Introduction




   




  I have written this book for students and teachers of ESL and EFL, for speech therapists, and for any person who wants to improve his or her English pronunciation.  It contains alphabetical lists of examples of all the sounds of American English.




  Most of the lists consist of the short words that everyone must know. Longer words have been selected when they are necessary for technical and scientific vocabulary.




   In addition you will find two alphabetical lists of words for mastering educated English pronunciation.




  When you begin a list, I recommend that you use the talking dictionary feature at dictionary.com or have a talking dictionary installed on your computer




  Please consult your dictionary when you see an asterisk. These words deserve special study.




  Vowels Section




  A as in at or cat




   




  at




  back




  bad




  badge




  ban




  bash




  bass*




  bat




  batch




  bath




  cab




  cad




  calf




  calve




  cam




  can




  cap




  cash




  cat




  catch




  chaff




  chap




  chat




  dab




  dad




  dam




  damn




  dash




  Fad




  fan




  fat




  gab




  gad




  gaff




  gaffe




  gal




  gap




  gas




  gash




  gnash




  gnat




  hack




  had




  half




  halve




  ham




  has




  hash




  hat




  hatch




  have




  jab




  jack




  jam




  jamb




  jazz




  knack




  lab




  lack




  lad




  lamb




  lap




  lash




  lass




  latch




  lath




  laugh




  ma'am




  mad




  man




  map




  mash




  mass




  mat




  match




  math




  matte




  nab




  nap




  pack




  pad




  pal




  pan




  pap




  pass




  pat




  patch




  path




  rack




  ram




  ran




  rap




  rash




  rat




  sack




  sad




  sap




  sash




  sat




  shack




  shall




  sham




  tab




  tack




  tan




  tap




  than




  that




  thatch




  van




  vat




  whack




  wham




  wrack




  wrap




  wrath




  yak




  zap




  A as in bag and tag




  babe




  bag




  bait




  bake




  bane




  base




  bass*




  bate




  bathe




  bay




  beige




  cage




  cake




  came




  cane




  cape




  case




  cave




  chain




  chaise*




  chase*




  dame




  Dane




  date




  days*




  daze*




  Deign




  Face




  fag




  faith




  fake




  fame




  fate




  faze




  feign




  gage




  gag




  gain




  gait




  game




  gape




  gate




  gauge




  gave




  gay




  gaze




  hag




  Hague




  hate




  hay




  haze




  jade




  Jane




  knave




  lace




  laid




  lake




  lame




  lane




  late




  lathe




  lays




  laze




  mace




  made




  maid




  maim




  main




  Maine




  maize




  make




  mane




  mate




  maze




  name




  nape




  nag




  neigh




  pace




  page




  paid




  Pain




  pane




  pave




  pay




  phase




  race




  rag




  rage




  raid




  rain




  raise




  rake




  rape




  rate




  rave




  raze




  reign




  rein




  safe




  sag




  save




  shade




  shake




  sheik




  sag




  sage




  sake




  take




  tame




  tape




  A as in all or awl or ball




  all




  awl




  ball




  bawd




  bawl




  boss




  bought




  call




  caught




  caulk




  cause




  cawed




  caws




  chalk




  cough




  daub




  dawn




  dog




  fall




  faun




  fawn




  fog




  fought




  gall




  gaud




  Gaul




  gauze




  gawk




  haul




  hawed




  hawk




  hog




  jawed




  jaws




  laud




  lawn




  laws




  log




  long




  loss




  mall




  maul




  maws




  moll




  moss




  moth




  naught




  pall




  Paul




  pause




  pawed




  pawl




  pawn




  paws




  sauce




  sawn




  saws




  shawl




  sought




  talk




  tall




  taught




  taut




  taws




  thawed




  thaws




  thought




  walk




  wall




  wash




  wroth




  wrought




  yawl




  yawn




  A as in barb and bark




  Barb




  bard




  barge




  bark




  barn




  barred




  bars




  card




  carp




  cars




  cart




  carve




  chard




  charge




  charm




  charred




  chars




  chart




  czars




  dark




  darn




  dart




  farce




  farm




  far




  garb




  gnarl




  guard




  harm




  harp




  harsh




  hart




  heart




  hearth




  jarred




  jars




  lard




  large




  lark




  march




  mark




  marl




  marred




  mars




  marsh




  mart




  parch




  park




  parse




  part




  sarge




  shard




  shark




  sharp




  tarp




  tar




  tarp




  tarred




  tars




  tart




  tsars




  war




  ward




  warn




  warp




  wharf




  yard




  yarn




  E as in bed and bet




  beck




  bed




  beg




  bell




  belle




  bet




  catch




  cell




  check




  chef




  chess




  Czech




  dead




  deaf




  death




  debt




  deck




  dell




  den




  fed




  fell




  femme




  fen




  fetch




  fez




  gel




  gem




  get




  hedge




  hell




  hem




  hen




  jell




  jet




  keg




  ketch




  knell




  lead




  led




  ledge




  leg




  less




  let




  men




  mesh




  mess




  met




  neck




  net




  peck




  peg




  pen




  pep




  pet




  read*




  red




  Said*




  says




  sell




  set




  shed




  shell




  tech




  tell




  ten




  them




  then




  vet




  web




  wed




  wedge




  well




  wet




  when




  whet




  wreck




  wren




  wretch




  yell




  yen




  yes




  yet




  zed




  Zen




  E  as in beet and beach




  beach




  bead




  beak




  beam




  bean




  beat




  beech




  beef




  been




  beep




  bees




  beet




  cease




  cede




  cheap




  cheat




  cheek




  cheep




  cheese




  chic




  chief




  deal




  dean




  deed




  deem




  deep




  feat




  feed




  feet




  fete




  fiche




  geek




  geese




  gene




  heal




  heap




  heat




  heath




  heave




  heed




  heel




  jeep




  keel




  keen




  keep




  keys




  knead




  kneed




  kneel




  leach




  lead




  leaf




  league




  leak




  lean




  leap




  leak




  lean




  leek




  lees




  liege




  lien




  mead




  meal




  mean




  meat




  meek




  meet




  mien




  neap




  neat




  need




  niece




  peace




  peach




  peak




  peal




  peas




  peat




  peek




  peel




  peep




  peeve




  piece
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