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In
the Stone Age, when human civilization was still in its infancy,
our
ancestors developed impressive tools made of stone, bone and other
natural materials. These tools helped them to shape their
environment, hunt and protect themselves from predators. Here are
ten
amazing facts about Stone Age tools that enrich our knowledge of
early craftsmanship.
  



 






  

    
When
our ancestors first used tools, they often chose flat stones that
fit
well in the hand. Some of these early tools were discovered by
chance
when a suitable stone was formed by natural processes. Others were
made deliberately by chipping off edges and points. These simple
tools were used to carve animals, process plants and perform other
everyday tasks.
  



 






  

    
The
hand axe is a particularly interesting tool from the Stone Age.
Despite its name, the hand axe was not a wedge in the conventional
sense. Rather, it was a versatile tool with a sharp edge that was
used for both cutting and chopping. Its design was so effective
that
it remained unchanged for over a million years, which underlines
its
importance in Stone Age culture.
  



 






  

    
Equally
impressive is the fact that many Stone Age tools, despite their
apparent simplicity, required astonishing precision to make. Some
of
the finer stone tools, such as arrowheads and small blades,
required
a high degree of skill and knowledge of the nature of the different
stones in order to be made effectively.
  



 






  

    
A
lesser-known but equally fascinating stone tool is the tapping
stone.
This is a hard stone that was used to knock pieces out of another
stone to create sharp edges or points. The process of chipping,
known
as flintknapping, required a deep understanding of the stone and a
steady hand.
  



 






  

    
In
some Stone Age cultures, special tools were not only used for
everyday tasks, but also had a symbolic meaning. There is evidence
that certain tools were used in rituals and ceremonies, suggesting
that they were considered sacred or of special significance.
  



 






  

    
Stone
tools were not the only tools used in the Stone Age. Bones, horns
and
other animal materials were also used to make tools. These organic
tools were often more flexible and could be used for tasks for
which
stone tools were not suitable, such as sewing clothes or drilling
holes.
  



 






  

    
Some
of the most amazing Stone Age tools are those made from rare or
unexpected materials. For example, there is evidence that tools
were
made from meteoric iron long before humans mastered the melting and
processing of metal.
  



 






  

    
There
is evidence that some Stone Age communities had specialized
craftsmen
who were responsible for making certain tools. These craftsmen were
probably highly respected and had extensive knowledge of the
materials and techniques required to make their tools.
  



 






  

    
Although
Stone Age tools may seem primitive at first glance, they represent
the beginning of human ingenuity and the desire to shape and
influence the world around us. Each of these tools tells a story
about the people who made and used them and offers a fascinating
insight into the beginnings of human craftsmanship.
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In
the ancient city of Ur in what is now southern Iraq, impressive
goldsmith work was found during excavations. They date from around
2500 BC and show an astonishing degree of sophistication and
technique. Particularly noteworthy is the "Bull of Ur", a
bull made of wood, gold, lapis lazuli and shells, which
demonstrates
the high level of craftsmanship of the Sumerians.
  



 






  

    
The
ancient Egyptian civilization is known for its impressive
buildings,
but its glassblowing skills are less well known. The Egyptians
mastered the technique of shaping and coloring glass as early as
1500
BC. They produced glass beads, amulets and even small bottles that
served as containers for perfume and healing oils.
  



 






  

    
The
Harappa civilization, one of the earliest urban cultures in what is
now Pakistan and western India, showed amazing skills in the
production of seal stamps. These seals were small rectangular
stones
engraved with animal motifs and characters. It is assumed that
these
seals were used to mark goods or as personal stamps.
  



 






  

    
In
ancient China during the Shang Dynasty (approx. 1600-1046 BC), the
art of bronze casting was brought to unparalleled perfection. Using
elaborate lost wax techniques, Chinese craftsmen created impressive
bronze vessels with finely detailed patterns. These vessels were
not
only practical, but also highly symbolic, as they were often used
in
religious ceremonies.
  



 






  

    
In
the pre-Columbian city of Teotihuacán, near present-day Mexico
City,
impressive murals depicting the life and beliefs of the inhabitants
have been discovered. Painted with natural pigments, the images
show
an astonishing variety of colors and detail, reflecting the high
level of painterly art of this culture.
  



 






  

    
The
Moche culture, which flourished on the northern coast of Peru
between
100 and 800 AD, was known for its detailed ceramic work. This
pottery
was not only produced for everyday use, but also as portrait cups
depicting the faces of the elite or the gods. The precision and
individuality of these portraits is impressive.
  



 






  

    
A
special form of fresco painting developed on the Greek island of
Crete during the Minoan culture (approx. 2000-1400 BC). These wall
paintings, which are often found in palaces and villas, depict
vivid
scenes of flora, fauna and daily life. The use of natural pigments,
which have retained their bright colors to this day, is
remarkable.
  



 






  

    
The
ancient city of Petra, which was built by the Nabataeans in what is
now Jordan, is home to impressive rock carvings. Instead of
constructing traditional buildings from blocks of stone, the
Nabataeans carved directly into the pink sandstone, creating
impressive monuments and structures that have survived to this
day.
  



 






  

    
The
ancient Mesopotamian culture, which flourished in the region
between
the Euphrates and Tigris rivers, developed a remarkable form of
writing: Cuneiform. This writing system was carved into moist clay
with a wedge-shaped stylus. The ability to form these characters
evenly and precisely was a true craft that enabled both
communication
and recording.
  



 






  

    
The
Mayan culture, which flourished in Mesoamerica, was known for its
impressive stone carvings. A remarkable example of this are the
detailed stelae and monuments depicting both historical events and
religious ceremonies. Using simple tools, the Mayan craftsmen
created
complex and elaborate reliefs in solid stone, preserving their
stories and legends for eternity.
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The
history of paper begins in China. In 105 AD, the eunuch Cai Lun
produced an improved paper from mulberry bark, hemp fibers, rags
and
fishing nets. This invention revolutionized the recording of
information and enabled the beginning of the mass dissemination of
knowledge. Interestingly, the word "paper" is derived from
the Latin word "papyrus", which goes back to the ancient
Egyptians, who produced a similar material from the papyrus bush,
but
which is not identical to Chinese paper.
  



 






  

    
The
ancient Romans were renowned for their engineering skills. One of
their lesser-known but no less impressive inventions was underfloor
heating, the so-called hypocaust. This was a system of cavities
under
the floor through which hot air was passed to heat the rooms above.
This method was not only efficient, but also a sign of luxury and
wealth.
  



 






  

    
In
the Middle Ages, long before the invention of electricity,
craftsmen
developed sophisticated mechanical clocks. These clocks, which were
often found in church steeples, used complicated gear trains and
weight systems to accurately measure time. These impressive
timepieces, often made by local blacksmiths and carpenters, were
vital to people's daily lives.
  



 






  

    
Eyeglasses,
an essential tool for many people, have their roots in 13th century
Italy. It is believed that monks or craftsmen in the Pisa area
developed the first convex lenses to make it easier to read
manuscripts. These early spectacles were often heavy and
uncomfortable, but they laid the foundation for the development of
optical aids.
  



 






  

    
Amazing
wooden constructions called "Karakuri Ningyō" were created
in Japan during the Edo period (1603-1868). These were mechanical
dolls that could perform complex movements without electricity.
These
handcrafted marvels were often presented at festivals and
ceremonies
and testified to the high level of craftsmanship of their
creators.
  



 






  

    
During
the Renaissance, the Italian artist and engineer Filippo
Brunelleschi
invented a method of depicting perspective in painting that became
known as "linear perspective". This technique
revolutionized painting and enabled artists to create realistic
three-dimensional spaces on two-dimensional surfaces.
Brunelleschi's
invention was not only an artistic breakthrough, but also proof of
his deep understanding of mathematics and geometry.
  



 






  

    
In
the 5th century BC, a process for producing iron was developed in
India that became known as "wootz steel". Known for its
high quality and durability, this steel was produced using a
special
smelting process and formed the basis for the famous Damascus
blades.
Wootz steel was highly sought after not only in India, but also in
the Middle East and Europe.
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Many
of us are familiar with the proud peacock and its colorful
feathers.
But did you know that peacock feather green was used as a pigment
in
painting in the 16th and 17th centuries? It was obtained by
grinding
peacock feathers and had a unique, shimmering shade of green.
However, this pigment was not very lightfast and was eventually
replaced by more stable green pigments.
  



 






  

    
During
the Renaissance, painters experimented with a technique called
"sfumato", which was perfected by Leonardo da Vinci. This
technique creates soft transitions between colors and tones,
creating
the illusion of depth and three-dimensionality in a painting. One
of
the most famous examples of the use of this technique is da Vinci's
"Mona Lisa", whose face appears particularly vivid and
realistic thanks to the blurred transitions and shadows.
  



 






  

    
One
material that you might not immediately associate with painting is
urine! But in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance, urine was
actually
used as a fixative in tempera painting. The urine helped to bind
the
pigments and make the colors bright and durable. Of course, this
was
long before the discovery of modern fixatives.
  



 






  

    
Salvador
Dalí, one of the most famous surrealist painters, had a special
technique for finding inspiration. He often sat down on a chair
with
a key in his hand and nodded off. As soon as he fell asleep and the
key fell to the floor, he woke up, immediately grabbed a brush and
canvas and began to paint the dream images he had just
experienced.
  



 






  

    
In
the 18th century, so-called memento mori paintings became popular
in
England. These often gloomy pictures usually depicted skulls,
wilted
flowers or hourglasses and were intended to remind the viewer of
the
transience of life. It was not uncommon for wealthy families to
commission such paintings to display in their living rooms and
encourage visitors to reflect.
  



 






  

    
A
rather unusual profession in the art world of the 19th century was
that of the "color painter". As there were no industrially
produced paints at the time, artists often made their own colors or
had them made by someone else. The color mixer was responsible for
mixing and crushing the pigments and played an important role in
the
studios of the time.
  



 






  

    
A
little-known but fascinating fact about Vincent van Gogh is that he
painted for less than ten years of his artistic career.
Nevertheless,
in this short time he created more than 2,100 works, including some
of the most famous paintings in art history. His intense way of
working and his drive to bring his emotions and visions to the
canvas
led to impressive artistic productivity.
  



 






  

    
In
the 16th and 17th centuries, a pigment called "mummy brown"
was used in Europe. As the name suggests, it was extracted from
Egyptian mummies! It was a popular shade of brown until it went out
of fashion in the 19th century for ethical reasons and was replaced
by other brown pigments.
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In
the Middle Ages, there was a special type of castle in Europe, the
so-called fool's castles. It was specially designed to deceive and
confuse people. Instead of opening with a conventional key, you had
to operate a hidden mechanism or turn the lock in a certain way.
They
were often used as an entertaining puzzle for guests or to deter
thieves.
  



 






  

    
The
first known padlock was made in ancient China around 1000 BC. It
was
made of bronze and consisted of a series of sliding pins that had
to
be moved into the correct position with a key in order to open the
lock. This principle is strikingly similar to the modern pin
cylinder
lock, which was only invented in the 19th century.
  



 






  

    
In
the 17th century, so-called love locks were very popular in Europe.
Couples in love would engrave their names or initials on a padlock
and attach it to a bridge or fence to symbolize their eternal love.
The key was often thrown into a river to show that their love was
unbreakable. Today, this tradition is being revived in many cities
around the world.
  



 






  

    
The
16th century Bramsch Castle is an impressive example of the
locksmith's art. It has 16 different locks in one, all of which can
be opened simultaneously with a single key. It was considered
unbreakable and served as a secure storage place for valuable
documents and treasures.
  



 






  

    
The
chastity belt is one of the most controversial and misunderstood
inventions of locksmithing. It is often thought to have been widely
used in the Middle Ages to ensure women's chastity while their
husbands went off to war. In fact, however, there is little
evidence
that they were actually used on a large scale. Many of the examples
on display in museums today date from the 19th century and were
produced as curiosities or for erotic purposes.
  















