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“The first art of a monarch is the power to endure hatred.”

Seneca, Roman Philosopher 1st century CE

 

 

Even royal families themselves agree that the concept of monarchy is a curious one. The word itself has no clear definition. It can mean different things in different countries, and a monarch's job description also changes over time, depending on the changing will of their subjects.  In some places the king or queen wields unlimited political power, and in others, they do little more than appear on postage stamps. 

Today 'absolute' monarchy – where a sole ruler has complete control over the populace, regardless of any written constitution or elected parliament – tends to be associated with tyrannical and less progressive societies. However, there was a time when Europeans generally believed that their rulers had been chosen by God, and nurtured a direct relationship with the divine. In the eyes of the people this gave them a right to rule their subjects with an iron fist. The appalling acts of Vlad the Impaler and Ivan the Terrible are famous examples, while Henry VIII was so convinced of his ordination by God, that he was willing to renounce the pope and reject his own children in order to reinforce his position as head of the brand new Church of England.

The French revolution, and the ideological changes of the Enlightenment, as well as the rise of secularism, helped put an end to this kind of thinking in Europe, and as a result, 'constitutional', or limited monarchy has become the most prevalent form of European monarchy. Belgium, Denmark, Netherlands, Norway, Spain, Sweden and the United Kingdom have a parliamentary system – the head of which is a prime minister, or a president. The king or queen is the 'head of state', thus echoing the ideas of Napoleon Bonaparte, the first man to proclaim himself as the embodiment of a nation rather than as its divinely appointed ruler.

The history of Europe can be characterised, and categorised, by the personalities and actions of the ruling monarchs of the time. Rich, powerful, influential, sometimes murderous, inbred or just plain insane – these eccentric individuals give European history colour, not to mention some much needed glamour and intrigue. This book explores the lives of some of the most influential men and women who have ever lived, and through the timeline, shows the fascinating connections between the royal houses of Europe. 





Charlemagne to Medieval Kingdoms

800–1399
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800 

Holy Roman Empire Pope Leo III’s coronation of Charles I the Great (Charlemagne), king of the Franks, founding father of both the French and German monarchies, as Imperator Romanorum (Emperor of the Romans), in St Peter’s church, Rome, marks the beginning of the Holy Roman Empire. 

802 

England Egbert, driven into exile by Offa of Mercia, returns from Charlemagne’s court to become king of Wessex; he maintains the independence of Wessex against Mercia. Bulgaria Around this time, Krum becomes khan and embarks upon expansion of his territory. Byzantine Empire Finance minister Nikephoros I deposes and exiles Empress Irene to become emperor; he reorganizes the empire.

804 

Denmark Godfred becomes king. Venice Giovanni Galbaio, according to tradition, the eighth doge – chief magistrate and leader of the ‘Most Serene Republic of Venice’ – flees, with his family, to Mantua, in the face of opposition from the pro-Frankish Obelerio degli Antenori, who becomes doge; he accepts Frankish protection and war with Byzantium ensues.

810 

Denmark King Godfred is murdered by a servant; his nephew, Hemming, becomes king. Italy Pepin, son of Charlemagne and king of the Frankish Kingdom of Italy (north Italy), dies; his son, Bernard, succeeds him.

811 

Venice Obelerio degli Antenori goes into exile in Constantinople; Agnello Participazio becomes doge, and during his reign he reclaims land and refortifies the city; the Venice we know today emerges, a city of canals centred on the Rialto. Bulgaria Khan Krum defeats the Byzantines and kills Emperor Nikephoros I. Byzantine Empire On the death of Nikephoros, Staurakios I, who has been co-emperor with his father, becomes emperor, but abdicates in favour of his brother, Michael I Rangabe, another co-ruler since 803.

812 

Denmark On the death of King Hemming, Sigfred and Anulo dispute the crown; Anulo dies in battle; the throne is fought over until the 10th century, when Denmark is unified. 

813 

Holy Roman Empire Louis the Pious is crowned co-emperor of the Franks with his father, Charlemagne. Byzantine Empire Michael I Rangabe is heavily defeated by the Bulgarians and abdicates in favour of the general, Leo V the Armenian; Michael II the Amorian becomes emperor.

814 

Holy Roman Empire The death of Charlemagne; Louis the Pious succeeds him as Holy Roman Emperor and king of the Franks. Bulgaria On the death of Krum, Omurtag becomes ruler and concludes a 30-year peace treaty with the Byzantine Empire.

816 

Rome Stephen IV is elected pope.

817 

Bavaria Holy Roman Emperor Louis the German becomes king. Rome Paschal I is elected pope; he tries to curb the increasing power of the Roman nobility.

818 

Italy Holy Roman Emperor Louis the Pious makes King Bernard of Italy a vassal of his cousin, Louis’ son, Lothair; Bernard plots against him and is discovered and blinded, as a result of which he dies; Lothair becomes king of Italy.

820 

Byzantine Empire Supporters of Michael II the Stammerer, assassinate Emperor Leo V during Christmas mass in Hagia Sophia, to become the first emperor of the Phrygian dynasty; his direct descendants will rule the Byzantine Empire for more than 200 years.

824 

Rome Eugene II is elected pope. Holy Roman Empire The nine articles of the Constitutio Romana establish the authority of the Holy Roman Emperors in Rome, advancing imperial pretensions there. Pamplona Íñigo Arista revolts against the Franks and establishes the Kingdom of Navarre.

825 

England Egbert defeats Beornwulf of Mercia at the battle of Ellendun, and takes control of the Mercian dependencies in south-eastern England; Kent, Surrey, Sussex, East Anglia and Essex submit to Wessex.

827 

Venice Giustiniano Participazio, son of previous doge, Agnello, exiles his younger brother, Giovanni, to become doge; during his reign, work is begun on the construction of the first Basilica di San Marco. Rome Valentine becomes the 100th pope, but dies after a few months; Gregory IV succeeds him.

829 

England Egbert of Wessex conquers Mercia, and Northumberland accepts his overlordship; he is recognized as Bretwalda, or overlord of Britain. Venice Giovanni I Participazio, brother 
of Giustiniano Participazio, becomes doge. Byzantine Empire Theophilus, becomes the sixth and last of the iconoclast emperors.

830 

England Egbert of Wessex defeats the Welsh, but loses Mercia again. 

831 

Scotland The legendary date of the genesis of the flag of Scotland; it is said to have appeared to King Óengus II the night before a battle against the Angles. Byzantium Byzantine emperor, Theophilus, forbids the usage of icons. Holy Roman Empire Louis the Pious is reinstated as emperor of the Franks, following the end of the first civil war of his reign. Bulgaria Malamir, grandson of Krum, becomes ruler.

832 

Venice The former doge, Obelerio degli Antenori, tries to reclaim the dogeship – he fails; Doge Giovanni Participazio kills him and displays his head in the marketplace.

833 

Great Moravia The Central European Slavic Principality of Great Moravia is founded when Prince Mojmír I unifies the two neighbouring principalities of Nitra and Moravia.

836 

England Egbert of Wessex is defeated by the Danes. Venice Giovanni Participazio is deposed following a revolt; Pietro Tradonico is elected doge; he is a warrior doge who is also illiterate. Bulgaria Presian, nephew of Malamir, becomes khan; he extends Bulgarian control over Slavic tribes in Macedonia.

 

The Stone of Destiny
838

The Stone of Destiny – also known as the Stone of Scone – is a block of sandstone which measures 40 cm (16 in) wide, 66 cm (26 in) long and 28 cm (11 in) high. It weighs 152 kg (336 lb), and the passion this stone has inspired over the past 700 years far outweighs its rather drab appearance. It has been revered for centuries as a holy relic, it has been fought over by nations and has been used successively as an important part of enthronement ceremonies by Dalriadic, Scottish, English and British monarchs. On St Andrews Day, 30 November 1996, the Stone of Destiny returned to Scotland. It can be seen here in Edward I’s coronation throne.

 

838 

England At Hingston Down, Egbert of Wessex beats the Danes and the west Welsh. Scotland The Stone of Destiny, the coronation stone of the kings of Scotland, is placed at Scone Palace, Scotland. Ireland Feidlimid mac Cremthanin becomes high king of Ireland.

840 

England Egbert dies, having consolidated West Saxon domination of the south-west and south-east of England; Æthelwulf, who has been his father’s sub-king, is crowned, at Kingston upon Thames, as king of Wessex, Kent, Cornwall, the West Saxons and the East Saxons. Holy Roman Empire Lothair I succeeds Louis the Pious as Holy Roman Emperor. Venice Holy Roman Emperor Lothair I recognizes the independence of Venice and its authority over its lagoon. 

842 

Asturias Alfonso the Chaste dies, after reigning for 51 years, having secured his realm against the Moors and taken Lisbon in 798; Visigoth Count Nepocian, briefly usurps the throne, but is defeated by Ramiro I at the Battle of the Bridge of Cornellana; Ramiro changes the system of succession by removing the election process, which could see his family ousted from the monarchy. Pamplona Basque chieftain Íñigo Arista is chosen as the first king of Pamplona, which would later become the Kingdom of Navarre. Holy Roman Empire Louis the German, king of East Francia and Charles the Bald, king of West Francia, swear the Oaths of Strasbourg, an alliance against Holy Roman Emperor Lothair. Byzantine Empire Following the death of Emperor Theophilus, his widow, Theodora, becomes empress, serving as regent for her son, Michael III the Drunkard; she reintroduces the veneration of icons.
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“The Holy Roman Empire is neither Holy, nor Roman, nor an Empire.”

Voltaire
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843 

Scotland Kenneth MacAlpin is thought to have united the Kingdom of Scotia, becoming described by some as being the first king of Scotland (Alba) as well as king of the Picts. West Francia In keeping with the custom of partible or divisible inheritance, as opposed to inheritance by primogeniture, in the Treaty of Verdun, the three sons of Louis the Pious divide the Carolingian Empire into three kingdoms; the Kingdom of France becomes a distinct state for the first time; Charles II the Bald becomes king. Middle Francia Lothair is given the central portion comprising the Low Countries, Lorraine, Alsace, Burgundy, Provence and the Kingdom of Italy, which consists of the northern half of the country; he receives the title of emperor, but is only nominal overlord of his two brothers. Eastern Francia Louis the German becomes king of East Francia, which would eventually evolve into modern-day Germany.

844 

Wales Rhodri Mawr becomes the first ‘Prince of all Wales’. Italy Louis II the Younger, son of Emperor Lothair I, is crowned king of Italy. Rome Sergius II is elected pope without seeking the authority of Holy Roman Emperor Lothair; Lothair invades, but is pacified when he is crowned king of Lombardy.

846 

Great Moravia Following the death of Mojmír I, East Francia king, Louis the German confirms Rastislav as the second king of Great Moravia; King Rastislav attempts to limit the interference of Louis in his country’s affairs. 

847 

Rome Leo IV is elected pope; he improves Rome’s fortifications to thwart the Saracen menace.

850 

Asturias Ordoño I, son of Ramiro I, founder of the Pérez dynasty, becomes the first king of Asturias to ascend the throne without an election; during his reign, Asturias becomes more commonly known as León. 

852 

Pamplona García Íñiguez becomes king; he has been regent since his father, Íñigo Arista, was paralysed in battle against the Vikings, in 842; he continues his father’s fight against the Vikings and the Moors. Bulgaria Boris I becomes khan.

855 

Provence Charles, youngest son of Holy Roman Emperor, Lothair I, becomes king when Lothair divides his realm of Lotharingia between his three sons. Holy Roman Empire Louis II succeeds Lothair as Holy Roman Emperor. Rome Benedict III is elected pope. Byzantine Empire Empress Theodora is displaced from her regency; her son, Michael III, rules alone.

856

England Æthelbald, second son of Æthelwulf, becomes king of Wessex after forcing his father to abdicate; he marries his widowed 16-year-old stepmother, Judith, and her father, Charles the Bald, Holy Roman Emperor, is furious; the marriage is annulled on the grounds of consanguinity.

858 

Scotland Domnall mac Ailpín, brother of Kenneth I, becomes king of the Picts, as Donald I. Rome Nicholas I is elected pope; he consolidates the power of the papacy. 

860 

England Ethelbert, third son of Æthelwulf, becomes king of Wessex; unlike his predecessors, he does not appoint another member of his family as under-king of Kent; his reign is blighted by Viking raids. Kievan Rus’ Around this time, Rurik, a Viking chieftain, comes to power in Ladoga and Novogorod, founding the Rurik dynasty that will rule Kievan Rus’, the state centred on the city of Kiev, and then Russia, for the next 700 years.

862 

Scotland Constantine I, son of Kenneth MacAlpin, becomes king of the Picts; his son, Donald II, and his descendants, will represent the main line of the kings of Scotland.

863 

Provence When King Charles dies childless, the kingdom is split between his brother, Lothair II, and Emperor Louis II.

864 

Bavaria Carloman, son of Louis the German, becomes king. Venice Pietro Tradonico is assassinated; Orso I Participazio is elected doge. Bulgaria Boris I converts to Christianity, following an invasion by the Byzantine Empire. Great Moravia King Rastislav has to acknowledge the supremacy of Louis the German, after the East Franks invade.

865 

England Ethelred, fourth son of Æthelwulf, becomes king of Wessex.

866 

Galicia and Asturias Alfonso III the Great becomes king; he consolidates his kingdom.

867 

Rome Adrian II is elected pope. Byzantine Empire Basil I, Michael III’s former courtier and chamberlain, is crowned co-emperor; Basil assassinates Michael to become sole ruler of the Byzantine Empire; he is the first ruler of the Macedonian dynasty that who transform the empire into the greatest power in Europe.

868 

Portugal The First County of Portugal is declared by Christian warlord Vímara Peres, as a fiefdom of the Kingdom of Asturias, after the reconquest of the region north of the Douro river from the Moors; at the time, counties possess the same status as kingdoms in Iberia; Vímara, first count of Portugal of the House of Vímara Peres, rules over a city – today’s Porto – known as Portucale; the County of Portugal will survive for two centuries.

869 

Holy Roman Empire Emperor Louis II allies with eastern Emperor Basil I against the Saracens. Byzantine Empire Basil I begins to secure his family’s tenure on the throne by crowning his son, Constantine, co-emperor.

870 

Byzantine Empire Basil I crowns another son, Leo, co-emperor. Great Moravia Louis the German, king of East Francia, has King Rastislav blinded and imprisoned; Svatopluk I is chosen as king; during his reign, the country will achieve its maximum territorial expansion.

871 

England Ethelred dies at the Battle of Merton; his brother, Alfred the Great, becomes king of Wessex, the fifth and youngest son of Æthelwulf to become king; he styles himself ‘King of the Anglo-Saxons’ and spends his reign defending his kingdom against the Danish Vikings.

872 

Rome John VIII is elected pope; he reorganizes the papal Curia, the governing body of the Roman Catholic Church. 

873 

Portugal Lucídio Vimaranes takes his father’s place in Portucale, but dies shortly after; Count Diogo Fernandes inherits the title through marriage to Lucídio’s daughter.

875 

Provence, Holy Roman Empire and Italy On the death of Louis II, Charles II the Bald becomes king and emperor. Norway Harald Fairhair, Viking king, subdues Orkney and Shetland, and adds them to his kingdom. 

876 

East Francia Louis the Younger becomes king.

877 

Scotland Constantine I dies fighting the Vikings; Áed mac Cináeda, son of Kenneth MacAlpin, succeeds him as king of the Picts. France Louis the Stammerer becomes king of the West Franks and Provence. Italy Carloman, eldest son of Louis the German, king of East Francia, becomes king.

878 

England Alfred defeats the Vikings under Guthrum, at Ethandune; the Treaty of Wedmore divides England between the Anglo-Saxons and the Danes. Scotland Giric mac Dúngail becomes king of the Picts, known simply as Giric.

879 

West Francia On the death of Louis the Stammerer, his sons Louis III and Carloman II become joint kings of France. Provence Bishops and nobles elect Boso, a nobleman of Provence, king, the first non-Carolingian king in western Europe for more than a century; he strengthens his position by marrying the daughter of Emperor Louis II. Italy Charles III the Fat becomes king. Byzantine Empire Basil I begins to secure his family’s tenure on the throne by crowning his son, Constantine, co-emperor, but Constantine dies soon after; Basil’s youngest son, Alexander, takes his place. Kievan Rus’ Rurik, prince of Novogorod, and founder of the Rurik dynasty, dies around this date.

880 

Bavaria Carloman abdicates, following a stroke, and dies; his brother, Louis the Younger, already king of East Francia and Saxony, becomes king.

881 

Venice Giovanni II Participazio, son of Orso I Participazio, is elected doge. Holy Roman Empire Charles III the Fat is crowned Holy Roman Emperor. 

882 

France Louis III of France dies; Carloman II rules alone. Pamplona Fortún Garcés becomes the last king of the Arista dynasty. East Francia Louis the Younger dies without an heir; his brother, Charles the Fat, Holy Roman Emperor as well as king of Italy, becomes king, reuniting the entire East Frankish kingdom. Rome Marinus I is elected pope. Kievan Rus’ Oleg becomes ruler of all the Rus people and captures Kiev from Viking warlords, making it his capital and laying the foundation for the great state of Kievan Rus’.

884 

France Holy Roman Emperor and king of East Francia, Charles the Fat, becomes king also of West Francia. Rome Adrian III is elected pope. 

885 

Rome Stephen V is elected pope. Byzantine Empire Basil I dies in a hunting accident; his belt is caught in the antlers of a deer and he is dragged 16 miles (25.75 km); Leo VI the Wise becomes emperor; the Byzantine Empire enters a golden age.

886 

England Alfred the Great makes a treaty with the Danes formalizing the partition of England with the Danelaw – northern and eastern England – coming under Danish control.

887 

Provence Louis the Blind becomes king. East Francia Charles the Fat is deposed and dies the following year; the Slovenian Arnulf of Carinthia, illegitimate son of Carloman of Bavaria, is elected king. Venice The elderly and much-loved Giovanni II Participazio retires, and Pietro Candiano is elected doge; he becomes the first doge to die in battle when he is killed, the same year, attacking the Narentines; his great-nephew, Pietro Tribuno, is elected doge; during his reign he has constructed a huge wall from eastern Olivolo to the Riva degli Schiavoni, turning Venice into a civitas or city.

888 

Western Francia Charles the Fat dies; Odo, count of Paris and son of Robert the Strong, count of Anjou, is elected king; he is chosen for his courage and skill as a soldier. Italy Following the death of Charles III the Fat, Italy falls into disunity until 963, with many rulers claiming to be king.

889 

Scotland Around this time, Donald II, son of Constantine I, becomes king of the Picts, now known as king of Alba. Bulgaria Boris I abdicates, in favour of his son, and becomes a monk; Vladimir becomes khan.

890 

Norway Around this time, Harald I Fairhair becomes the country’s first king.

891 

Holy Roman Empire Guy III of Spoleto, descended from Charlemagne through marriage, becomes Holy Roman Emperor. Rome Formosus is elected pope. 

892 

Holy Roman Empire Lambert II of Spoleto becomes Holy Roman Emperor.

893 

Bulgaria Former King Boris I comes out of retirement when his son tries to revert to paganism; Vladimir is defeated and blinded by his father; Boris’s third son, Simeon I the Great, one of the most famous figures in Bulgarian history, becomes khan; during his reign, Bulgaria extends its empire over territory between the Aegean, the Adriatic and the Black Sea.

894 

England Northumbrians and East Angles swear allegiance to Alfred the Great, but promptly break their truce by attacking the south-west of England. Great Moravia On the death of Svatopluk I, the kingdom is divided between his three sons, against his stated wishes; the country is weakened.

896 

Germany The eastern Franks invade and conquer Italy under the leadership of Arnulf of Carinthia; he is elected Holy Roman Emperor. Rome Boniface VI is elected pope, following riots in Rome; Boniface dies, possibly of gout; Stephen VI is elected pope. Bulgaria Simeon I defeats the Byzantine Empire at the Battle of Bulgarophygon. 

897 

Rome The remains of Pope Formosus are exhumed and put on trial in the notorious ecclesiastical trial known as the Cadaver Synod; he is found to have been unworthy of the pontificate; Pope Stephen VI is imprisoned and strangled, following the Cadaver Trial; Romanus is elected pope, but is deposed three months later; Theodore II is elected pope. 

898 

West Francia Charles III the Simple, posthumous son of Louis the Stammerer, becomes king of France. Rome John IX is elected pope. 

899 

England The death of Alfred the Great; he is succeeded by Edward the Elder as king of Wessex; during his reign, he conquers Mercia, East Anglia and Essex. East Francia Louis the Child becomes the last Carolingian king of East Francia; his reign is plagued by Magyar raids from Hungary.

900 

Scotland Constantine II, cousin of previous king, Donald II, becomes king of Alba; during his reign, he fights with the Vikings and the English. Rome Benedict IV is elected pope. Serbia Archont Petar, also known as Predimir, is prince of Duklja, on the Adriatic Coast; Hvalimir I, Sylvester, Tugemir and Hvalimir II rule in the early years of the 10th century; Duklja consists of Montenegro, north-eastern Herzegovina and Koplik, in Albania.

901 

Holy Roman Empire Louis III the Blind, usurper king of Provence, becomes Holy Roman Emperor.

903 

Rome Leo V becomes pope for 30 days, before being deposed and murdered by antipope Christopher. 

904 

Rome Antipope Christopher is ejected; Pope Sergius III succeeds Pope Leo V as the 119th pope, beginning the 30-year era of the Pornocracy, a time of great excess and violence; he is the only pope to have ordered the murder of another pope, and the only pope to father an illegitimate son who also became pope; he is also the first pope to be depicted wearing the triple-crowned papal tiara. 

905 

Pamplona Fortún Garcés is deposed by a coup and retires to a monastery; Sancho I Garcés, son of García Jiménez, king of another part of Navarre, becomes the first king of the Jiménez dynasty.

907 

Great Moravia Weakened by its division among the sons of Svatopluk I, the country is finally destroyed in a Hungarian attack and vanishes as a state.

910 

Galicia, León and Asturias On the death of Alfonso III, his kingdom is divided between his three sons; García becomes king of León; Ordoño becomes king of Galicia and Fruela becomes king of Asturias. 

911 

Provence Hugh of Arles, brother-in-law of Louis the Blind, becomes king, although he never uses the royal title. East Francia Louis the Child dies aged 18; Conrad I, son of Conrad, duke of Thuringia, is elected king. Rome Anastasius III, possibly the illegitimate son of Sergius III, is elected pope.

912 

Venice Orso II Participazio, unrelated to the previous Participazio incumbents, is elected doge; he establishes better relations with the Byzantine Empire. Byzantine Empire Leo VI’s brother, Alexander, who has been co-emperor since 879, becomes co-emperor with Leo VI’s son, Constantine VII Porphyrogennetos. Kievan Rus’ Igor becomes ruler; he twice tries to conquer Constantinople.

913 

Rome Lando is elected pope, but dies six months later; he is the last pope to use a papal name that has not been used previously, until Pope John Paul I in 1978. Bulgaria Simeon I decisively defeats the army of the Byzantine Empire and is recognized as tsar (emperor) by Patriarch Nicholas.

914 

León and Galicia Ordoño, king of Galicia, also becomes king of León after the death of his brother, García. Rome John X is elected pope. 

915 

Holy Roman Empire Berengar of Friuli, grandson of Louis the Pious, is elected Holy Roman Emperor.

916 

England The Mercian warrior queen Aethelflaed conquers Wales. 

918 

England By this date, all Danes south of the Humber have submitted to King Edward the Elder of Wessex.

919 

East Francia Henry I the Fowler is elected king as the only man capable of holding the kingdom together in the face of internal rivalries and raids by the Magyars; he is the first of the Ottonian dynasty and is reckoned to be the first king of the medieval state of Germany and founder of the Holy Roman Empire of the German nation; Arnulf the Bad is a rival king until 921.

 

Ottonian Dynasty
919

The Ottonian dynasty was a succession of kings of Germany. It is also regarded as the first dynasty of the Holy Roman Empire. Although Henry I the Fowler was never emperor, he is considered to be the founder of the imperial Ottonian dynasty. Under the Ottonian rulers the kingdom of the Eastern Franks became Germany and the union of Germany with the Holy Roman Empire started with the coronation of Otto I the Great (pictured) in Rome in 962. The Ottonian dynasty became extinct after the death of Henry II in 1024.

 

920 

England The Saxons retake East Anglia from the Danes. Byzantine Empire Romanos I, son of a former imperial guardsman and father-in-law of Constantine, becomes co-emperor, and then quietly usurps the throne. 

922 

France Robert I, brother of Odo, becomes king of France.

923 

France Robert I dies in battle, possibly killed in single combat with his great rival, Charles the Simple; Rudolph, Robert’s son-in-law, succeeds him.
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“And thus it has reached us that the English nation, by the compassion of God, eagerly desired to be converted to the Christian faith, but that the priests of the neighbourhood neglect it and refrain from kindling by exhortation the desires of the English.”

Pope Gregory the Great
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924 

England Edward the Elder dies leading an army against a Welsh–Mercian rebellion; Ælfweard, possibly a hermit, becomes unlikely king of Wessex; he is never crowned and is killed, possibly on the orders of his older half-brother, Athelstan, who becomes king; he can claim to be the first king of England, if not de jure, then de facto. Portugal Count Mendo Gonçalves, son of Count Gonçalo of Galicia, marries Mumadona Dias, daughter of Onega Lucides and Diogo Fernandes, and becomes count of Portucale; Ramiro II, son of Ordonho II of León, was the first to bear the title ‘King of Portuguese Land’. Holy Roman Empire Holy Roman Emperor Berengar is assassinated by one of his own men, leaving no heirs; the title remains vacant until 962.

925 

León Fruella II’s son, Alfonso Froilaz, becomes king; the sons of Ordoño II, Sancho Ordóñez, Alfonso and Ramiro, rebel against him, drive him out and divide the kingdom among themselves; Alfonso IV gets León, Froilaz is left with Galicia.

927 

Pamplona Jimeno Garcés, brother of Sancho I, becomes king. Bulgaria Simeon I dies of heart failure; Peter I becomes khan.

928 

Rome Pope John X is imprisoned and possibly murdered by wealthy and powerful Roman noblewoman, Marozia, and her husband, Guy of Tuscany; Leo VI is elected pope; then Stephen VII becomes pope for seven months.

930 

Norway Erik Bloodaxe, oldest son of Harald Fairhair, becomes king; he quarrels with his brothers and has four of them killed.

931 

León Alfonso IV of León abdicates, in favour of his brother Ramiro II, and enters a monastery. Pamplona García Sánchez I becomes king, aged 12. Rome John XI, son of Pope Sergius III and Marozia, is elected pope; his mother is Roman ruler and ensures his appointment, but exerts authority over him. Norway Eric Bloodaxe becomes second king of Norway. Rome John XI is elected pope. 

932 

Rome Marozia is overthrown and imprisoned; her son, Pope John XI, comes under the control of his younger brother, Alberic II, who styles himself as ‘Prince and Senator of the Romans’; the pope’s power is restricted to purely spiritual matters. Venice Orso II Participazio retires; Pietro II Candiano, son of Pietro I Candiano, doge in 887, succeeds him.

933 

Provence ceases to be a separate kingdom when Hugh of Arles exchanges it, with Rudolph II, for the Kingdom of Italy.

934 

Burgundy Rudolph II becomes king of a reunited Burgundy. León and Galicia The former king, Alfonso IV, tries to regain the throne, but is defeated and blinded by Ramiro II; he returns to his monastery. Pamplona García Sánchez I comes of age and begins to rule. Denmark Gorm the Old founds Denmark’s first ruling dynasty, lasting until 1448. Norway Haakon, brother of Erik Bloodaxe, returns from England, where he has been fostered by King Athelstan, and with the support of Norwegian nobles, ousts Erik from the throne; Haakon takes the throne as Haakon I and reunites the country.

936 

France Louis IV becomes king. Germany Henry the Fowler dies; he has united the German states into a single kingdom; Otto the Great becomes king. Rome Alberic II secures Leo VII’s election to the papacy.

937 

England Athelstan defeats a large army of Scots, Irish and Danes at the Battle of Brunanburh, northern England, securing the submission of King Constantine II of Scotland; he claims the title ‘King of all Britain’. 

Burgundy Conrad the Peaceful becomes king of Burgundy on the death of his father, Rudolph II.

939 

England Edmund I becomes king; he regains control of Mercia from the Vikings and reconquers the Five Boroughs of the Danelaw. Venice Pietro Badoer Participazio, son of previous Doge Orso II Participazio, is elected doge. Rome Stephen VIII is elected pope. 

942 

Venice Pietro III Candiano is elected doge. Rome Marinus II is elected pope.

943 

Scotland Constantine II abdicates and retires to a monastery, after reigning for 43 years; he will be the second-longest reigning Scottish monarch; Malcolm I, son of Donald II, becomes king.

944 

Byzantine Empire Romanos I is deposed by his sons, and forced to become a monk; followers of Emperor Constantine VII revolt and send Stephen and Constantine into exile.

945 

England Edmund I conquers Strathclyde, but Cumberland and Westmorland are annexed by the Scots. Italy Lothair II takes control of Italy, and rules until 950. Kievan Rus’ Igor is killed while collecting tribute from the Drevlians; his wife takes terrible revenge on his killers and becomes regent for Igor’s heir, his young son, Sviatoslav; she is the first ruler of Rus’ to convert to Christianity.

946 

England Edmund I is murdered by the exiled thief Leofa, at a feast at Pucklechurch; his brother, Edred, becomes king; a sickly man, he can only eat the juices of already-chewed food. Rome Agapetus II is elected pope.

950 

Portugal Gonçalo Mendes becomes count of Portugal.

951 

León Ordoño III becomes king; during his reign he has to deal with rebellion and Muslim attacks. Italy Otto I of Germany invades and is crowned ‘King of the Lombards’; the Kingdom of Italy is now ruled within the Holy Roman Empire, with the emperor as monarch.

954 

Scotland Malcolm I is killed; his cousin, Indulf, succeeds him. France Lothair, son of Louis IV, becomes king of France, aged 13.

955 

England 14-year-old Edwy the Fair, King Edred’s nephew, is chosen by the nobility as king; he feuds with his family and the Church. Germany Otto the Great, king of the Germans, defeats the Magyars at the Battle of Lechfeld, near Augsburg, and the Slavs at Reichnitz. Rome John XII, son of Alberic II, is elected pope; his papacy is immoral and scandalous; he loses papal territories.

956 

León Sancho the Fat, half-brother of Ordoño III, becomes king.

957 

England King Edwy is defeated in battle at Gloucester, but, fearing civil war, agrees to the country being divided along the Thames; Edwy rules Wessex and Kent in the south, and his brother, Edgar, rules north of the Thames. 

958 

Denmark King Harald Bluetooth becomes king, and accepts Christianity. León Ordoño the Wicked, son of Alfonso IV, usurps Sancho the Fat’s throne, supported by disaffected nobles and the Kingdom of Castile.

959 

England King Edwy dies, aged only 18 or 19; Edgar I the Peaceable becomes king, consolidating and uniting the kingdom. Byzantine Empire Constantine VII dies, possibly poisoned by his daughter-in-law, Theophano, or his son, Romanos, who becomes emperor as Romanos II.

960

León Sancho the Fat regains the throne with the support of Navarre. 

961 

Germany Otto II the Red becomes king. Norway Haakon I is mortally wounded in the Battle of Fitjar, in which he finally defeats the sons of Erik Bloodaxe; Harald II Greycloak, third son of Erik Bloodaxe, becomes king; his rule does not extend beyond the west of the country.

962 

Scotland King Indulf is killed fighting Vikings at the Battle of the Bands, near Cullen; he is succeeded by Dub mac Maíl Coluim, son of his predecessor, Malcolm I. Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation Otto the Great is crowned Holy Roman Emperor; he is arguably the first true emperor, as he becomes the guarantor of the independence of the Papal States, the first emperor to do so since the Carolingian Empire; the Holy Roman Empire at its peak will encompass Germany, Italy, Burgundy, Austria, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, the Czech Republic, Slovenia, Belgium and parts of France, Italy and Poland. 

963 

Luxembourg is founded with the acquisition of Lucilinburhuc (modern-day Luxembourg Castle) by Siegfried, count of Ardennes. Poland Mieszko I, of the Piast dynasty, son of the legendary Siemomysł, founds the Kingdom of Poland. Byzantine Empire Romanos II dies, aged 26, possibly poisoned by his wife, Theophano; Nikephoros II Phokas, a brilliant military commander, seizes power and becomes emperor; he marries Theophano.

964 

Rome Benedict V is voted pope by the people of Rome; Leo VIII is appointed antipope by Holy Roman Emperor Otto I and is elected pope after Benedict is deposed.

965 

Rome Pope Leo VIII is deposed; John XIII is elected pope.

966 

León Ramiro III becomes king, aged 5; two nuns act as regents – his aunt, Elvira Ramirez, who styled herself queen, and his mother.

967 

Scotland King Dub is assassinated; Cuilén, son of Indulf, who was probably involved in his predecessor’s murder, becomes king. Holy Roman Empire Otto II the Red becomes emperor.

969 

Byzantine Empire Nikephoros II Phokas is assassinated by Theophana and others; one of the leaders of the assassination plot, John Tzimiskes, nephew of Nikephoros II, becomes Emperor John I; he successfully defends the empire from barbarian invasion. Bulgaria Boris II becomes tsar.

970 

Pamplona Sancho II Garcés Abarca becomes king; he is the first to use the name ‘King of Navarre’; in other places he is styled ‘King of Aragón’.

971 

Scotland King Cuilén is murdered when a hall he is in is deliberately set on fire by a Scottish noble, Amdarch, whose daughter Cuilén has been accused of raping; Kenneth II, son of Malcolm I, becomes king. Serbia Petrislav, son of Hvalimir II, becomes prince of Duklja and Travunia.

972 

Rome Pope John XIII is possibly murdered by the jealous husband of a lover. 

Kievan Rus’ Sviatoslav I is killed by the Pecheneg khan, Kurya, having expanded east and south, making his kingdom the largest state in Europe.

973 

England King Edgar I is crowned at Bath by St Dunstan, 14 years after becoming king; the coronation, described in a poem in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, forms the basis of the current British coronation ceremony; shortly after, at Chester, six British kings, including the kings of Scotland and of Strathclyde, submit to Edgar. Rome Benedict VI is elected pope; two months after his election, he is imprisoned and strangled on the orders of Crescentius I, son of Theodora, Roman senatrix, and mother of Marozia. Sweden Eric the Victorious becomes king; he reduces the power of the nobility.

974 

Rome Benedict VII is elected pope.

975 

England Edward the Martyr’s succession to the throne, aged 13, is contested by supporters of his half-brother, Ethelred, but with Dunstan’s support, Edward is acknowledged by the Witan and crowned king; factional fighting characterizes his reign. 

976 

Ireland Brian Boru becomes king of Munster. Norway Harald II is killed in Denmark by Haakon Sigurdsson and Harald Bluetooth, the Danish king; Haakon II Sigurdsson becomes king. Venice The unpopular and despotic Pietro IV Candiano is killed in a revolution against his efforts to create a monarchy; Pietro I Orseolo, one of his opponents, is elected doge; he restores the city, seriously damaged in the revolution, with his own money. Austria Leopold of Babenberg is appointed margrave of Austria; the Babenberg family rules Austria until 1246. Bulgaria Tsar Boris II and his brother, Roman, are held as ‘honorary hostages’ in Constantinople; to ensure the dynasty will die out, Roman is castrated (Boris only has daughters). Byzantine Empire Basil II the Bulgar-Slayer, nephew of John I Tzimiskes, becomes emperor; he restores Syria to the empire and wages war successfully against Bulgaria. Kievan Rus’ Civil war breaks out between Oleg and Yaropolk, legitimate sons of the late ruler, Sviatoslav; Oleg is killed and Yarolpolk becomes prince of Kiev.

977 

Bulgaria Boris II is accidentally killed by border guards who mistake him for a Byzantine noble; his brother, Roman, becomes tsar, ruling jointly with Samuil.

978 

England Ethelred II the Unready becomes king of England at the age of 10, following the assassination of Edward the Martyr, his half-brother, possibly by servants of his stepmother, Ælfthryth (Elfrida); Ethelred develops the system of paying the Danes not to invade, known as Danegeld. Kiev Vladimir becomes grand prince of Kiev. Venice Doge Pietro I Orseolo suddenly joins a Benedictine monastery, later becoming a hermit; Vitale Candiano, possibly fourth son of the 22nd doge, Pietro IV Candiano, is elected doge.

979 

Venice Vitale Candiano abdicates for health reasons; the wealthy but illiterate Tribuno Memmo is elected doge. 

980 

Kievan Rus’ Vladimir, illegitimate son of Sviatoslav I, kills his half-brother, Yaropolk, and becomes sole ruler. Belarus Ragnvald Olafsson, prince of Polatsk, a Scandinavian who settled in the area, is killed by Vladimir the Great, grand prince of Kiev, after his daughter refuses to marry him; Vladimir I becomes ruler. 

983 

Germany Otto III is elected king, aged 3. Rome John XIV is elected pope. 

984 

León Ramiro III loses his throne to Bermudo II the Gouty, son of Ordoño III, king of Galicia, following defeats at the hands of the Moors and his unpopular attempts to establish an absolutist monarchy.

985 

Rome John XV is elected pope.

986 

France Louis V succeeds Lothair as king of France. Denmark Sweyn I Forkbeard becomes king of Denmark.

987 

France King Louis V dies in a hunting accident; he is the last Carolingian emperor; Hugh Capet, son of Hugh the Great, duke of France and Hedwige of Saxony, daughter of Henry the Fowler, is elected king; his descendants will rule France until 1328. 

988 

Kievan Rus’ Vladimir I converts to Christianity. 

990 

Serbia Jovan Vladimir becomes prince of Duklja; he allies his country with Byzantium, to avoid the expansionist aims of Bulgaria.

991 

Venice Pietro II Orseolo is elected doge; he expands Venetian territory.

992 

Poland Boleslaw I becomes king and greatly expands its territory; he unifies all the territories that traditionally make up Poland, and is the first ruler to be crowned king.

993 

Burgundy Rudolph III becomes king of Burgundy.

994 

Pamplona García Sánchez II becomes king.

995 

Scotland Kenneth II is assassinated, possibly by Finnguala, daughter of Cuncar, Mormaer of Angus, whose only son Kenneth had been killed; Constantine III, son of King Cuilén, succeeds him. 

Sweden Olof Skötkonung, son of Danish king Sweyn Forkbeard, becomes king; he unites the Swedes with the Goths and welcomes Christianity in his kingdom. Norway Haakon II is killed by a servant, in his pigsty; Olaf I Tryggvason, great-grandson of Harald Fairhair, becomes king; he builds the country’s first Christian church and has ambitions to rule a united Christian Scandinavia.

996 

France Robert II the Pious becomes king; famine and revolution characterize his reign. Holy Roman Empire Otto III becomes emperor; he harbours ambitions to revive the power and glory of ancient Rome with himself as emperor; he revives Roman and Byzantine traditions and ceremonies. Rome Gregory V is elected pope, aged only 24; he is the first German pope. 

997 

Scotland Constantine III is killed in factional fighting; he is the last of the line of Áed to be king; Kenneth III, son of King Dub, succeeds him. Bulgaria Samuil becomes sole ruler, the first of the House of Comitopuli; his rule is characterized by war with Byzantium; he gains control of most of the Balkans and southern Greece. Serbia Samuil of Bulgaria conquers Duklja and takes Prince Jovan Vladimir prisoner; he marries Samuil’s daughter and the Bulgarian tsar restores his lands to him. 

998 

Rome Otto III of Germany retakes the city of Rome and reinstates his cousin Pope Gregory V after mutilating and blinding his rival, the antipope, John XVI.

999 

Wales Llewelyn ap Seisyll becomes king of Deheubarth and Gwynedd in south-west and north-west Wales. León Alfonso V becomes king, aged 5; his mother acts as regent. Portugal Mendo Gonçalves becomes 3rd count of Portugal. Rome Sylvester II is elected pope; he is the first French pope and introduces Arabic knowledge of arithmetic, mathematics and astronomy to Europe.

1000 

Norway Olaf I Tryggvason dies in the Battle of Svolder, in which he is fighting an alliance of his enemies; the country is split into three areas of control divided between Olaf the Swede and Danish king Sweyn Forkbeard, with the remainder controlled by Erik Hakonarson, a vassal of Sweyn. Hungary The Hungarian state is founded by Stephen I; he acts against paganism and extends his territory. 

1002 

Ireland The previous king, Máel Sechnaill, surrenders the title of ‘High King of all Ireland’ to Brian Boru. Germany Otto III dies fighting the Romans; in the face of opposition, Henry II is elected king. Bulgaria All-out war breaks out between Byzantine Emperor Basil II and Bulgarian Tsar Samuil; Basil defeats Samuil.

1003 

Rome John XVII is elected pope, but dies five months later; John XVIII succeeds him; he is controlled by the Roman Crescentii family.

1004 

Pamplona-Navarre Sancho III the Great becomes king; during his reign, the kingdom becomes known as Navarre; he brings Castile, León and other territories under his control. Italy Henry II, king of Germany, becomes king.

1005 

Scotland Kenneth III is killed in battle by Máel Coluim mac Cináed, son of Kenneth II, who becomes king, known as Malcolm II.

1008 Portugal Alvito Nunes becomes count of Portugal. Venice Otto Orseolo, third son of previous doge, Pietro II Orseolo, is elected doge; at 16, he is the youngest in Venetian history.

1009 

Rome Pope John XVIII abdicates; Pietro Martino Boccapecora is elected pope as Sergius IV.

1012 

Rome Benedict VIII is elected pope; he will promote peace in Italy by allying with the Norman settlers, defeating the Saracens and subjugating the Crescentii family.

1013 

England The Danes invade England under Sweyn Forkbeard; Ethelred II flees to Normandy, and Sweyn takes control of England.

1014 

England Sweyn Forkbeard dies only five weeks after his victory over Ethelred; Sweyn’s son, Canute the Great, is proclaimed king by the Danish army, but is forced out of England with Ethelred being restored to the throne. Ireland High King Brian Boru decisively defeats the Vikings at the Battle of Clontarf, but is stabbed in the back in his tent by a Viking chief; Máel Sechnaill mac Domnaill of Meath becomes king again. Denmark Harald II becomes king. Norway On the death of Sweyn Forkbeard, Olaf II Haraldsson returns from fighting the Danes in England and declares himself king; he controls more of the country than any predecessor. Holy Roman Empire Henry II of Germany is crowned Holy Roman Emperor. Byzantine Empire In the Battle of Kleidion, Basil II defeats the Bulgarian army and massacres 15,000 prisoners. Bulgaria All of the Bulgarian survivors of the Battle of Kleidion are blinded, apart from 1 in every 100, so that they can be led home; Samuil is reported to die of a heart attack when he sees them; Gavril Radomir becomes tsar. 

1015 

England The Viking king, Canute the Great, invades England. Bulgaria On the orders of Byzantine agents, Gavril Radomir is killed while hunting by his cousin, Ivan Vladislav, who takes the throne.

Belarus Bratislav becomes prince of Polotsk. Kievan Rus’ Sviatopolk I becomes prince of Kiev.

 

Canute the Great
Reign: 994/995–1035

Canute (Cnut) I, or Canute the Great, was King of England, Denmark and Norway and also overlord of Schleswig and Pomerania. He was the son of the sea-king Sweyn Forkbeard, a member of the Jomsburg Vikings.
Canute was considered to be a wise and successful king, but he is perhaps best remembered for the legend of commanding the waves to go back. According to the popular story, Canute grew tired of all the flattery from his subjects, such as ‘You are the greatest man that ever lived’. To try and prove a point, that he was not in fact the ‘greatest man who had ever lived’, he used all his powers to try and turn back the waves. Of course he was not successful, proving his point that even a king’s powers have certain limits! 
Canute died in 1035, at Shaftesbury in Dorset, and was buried in Winchester. He was succeeded by Harthacanute, reigning as Canute III.

 

1016 

England Edmund Ironside becomes king on 23 April, but dies on 30 November 1016; his territories are ceded to Canute, who becomes king of England; he executes the most powerful English chieftains and marries Emma of Normandy, widow of Ethelred the Unready. Serbia Prince Jovan Vladimir is beheaded by Bulgarian ruler Ivan Vladislav; he is canonized, the first Serbian saint; Jovan’s uncle, Dragimir, succeeds, ruling both Duklja and Travunia; Duklja becomes a vassal state of the Byzantine Empire for the next 20 years.

1017 

England Canute divides the country into the earldoms of Wessex, Mercia, East Anglia and Northumbria. Portugal Ilduara Mendes marries Nuno Alvites and becomes countess of Portugal.
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“Let all men know how empty and worthless is the power of kings. For there is none worthy of the name but God, whom heaven, earth and sea obey.”

Canute the Great
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1018 

Bulgaria Ivan Vladislav is killed by Basil II’s invading Byzantine army; Presian II comes to power and leads the resistance for a brief period before submitting; the First Bulgarian Empire ends, and Bulgaria becomes part of the Byzantine Empire. 

1019 

Sweden and Norway sign a treaty at Kungälv. Denmark Canute I the Great becomes king. Kievan Rus’ Iaroslav the Wise murders his three brothers and comes to power; he begins the unification of Russia when he unites the principalities of Novgorod and Kiev for the first time; during his reign, Kievan Rus’ will reach the height of its power.

1020 

England Canute the Great codifies the laws of England. Italy Italian towns, including Rome, Florence and Venice, become city-states. Poland Around this time, Boleslav I creates a powerful Polish state. 

1022 

Ireland Máel Sechnaill mac Domnaill, high king of Ireland, dies; a profusion of various contenders for the title follows, but none is successful until 1072. Sweden Anund Jakob becomes king.

1023 

Wales Rhydderch ab Iestyn, ruler of Gwent and Morgannwg, seizes Deheubarth. Iago ab Idwal ap Meurig becomes king of Gwynedd. Spain The judge-governor of Sevilla seizes power as Abbad I, therefore founding the Abbadid dynasty.

1024 

Rome John XIX, brother of previous Pope Benedict VIII, is elected pope. Germany Henry II dies childless; Conrad II, a Franconian nobleman, is elected king, the first of the Salian dynasty. 

1025 

Poland Mieszko II Lambert becomes king. Byzantine Empire Basil II dies childless, having greatly expanded the Empire; Constantine VIII, his co-emperor and brother, becomes sole ruler.

1026 

Venice Tired of his appointments of members of his family to positions of power, the Venetians depose Pietro II Orseolo; Pietro Barbolano is elected doge.

1027 

Holy Roman Empire Conrad II, king of Germany, is crowned Holy Roman Emperor. 

1028

León Alfonso V is killed by an arrow while besieging a Muslim-held town in northern Portugal; Bermudo III, son of Alfonso V, becomes the last king of the Pérez dynasty. Portugal Mendes Nunes becomes count of Portugal. Norway Olaf II dies in the Battle of Stiklestad fighting against discontented subjects; he is canonized and becomes Norway’s patron saint; Canute the Great, already king of England, Denmark and parts of Sweden, becomes king; his northern empire is one of the most powerful in Europe. Germany Conrad II has his son, Henry III, elected co-king. Byzantine Empire Zoe, daughter of Constantine VIII, becomes empress; her husband becomes Romanos III.

1029 

Spain García Sánchez, count of Castile, is assassinated by a party of exiled Castilian noblemen as he enters the church in León where he has gone to marry the sister of Bermudo III; Sancho III of Navarre makes his son, Ferdinand, count of Castile.

1030 

France Henry I of France revolts against his father, Robert I. Norway King Olaf II of Norway is killed in the Battle of Stiklestad. He is succeeded by Canute and Svein.

1031 

France Henry I becomes king, having shared the throne with his father Robert I for five years. Hungary Emeric, only son and heir of Stephen I, is killed by a wild boar while hunting. Poland Bezprym, brother of Mieszko II Lambert, becomes duke of Poland.

1032 

Burgundy The Holy Roman Emperor, Conrad II, becomes king of Burgundy; Burgundy is absorbed by the French monarchy. Venice Doge Pietro Barbolano is forced to abdicate in favour of his predecessor, Otto Orseolo; Orseolo is close to death, however; a relative, Domenico Orseolo, attempts to seize power, but his attempt is not welcomed by the Venetians, who are against the establishment of a hereditary monarchy; wealthy merchant Domenico Flabanico, who has no noble ties, is elected doge. Rome Benedict IX is elected pope; aged only 20, he is one of the youngest popes. Poland Bezprym is murdered; Mieszko II Lambert returns to the throne.

1034 

Scotland Duncan I, son of Crínán, lay abbot of Dunkeld, and Bethóc, daughter of Malcolm II, become king and queen. Poland Mieszko II Lambert dies, probably murdered by members of the Polish aristocracy; peasants revolt in favour of paganism; priests, monks and knights are killed and cities, churches and monasteries are burned; the Czechs invade from the south and Poland is divided among local rulers until 1039. Byzantine Empire Empress Zoe of Byzantium murders her husband, Romanos III, and marries her chamberlain, elevating him to the throne of the eastern Roman Empire as Michael IV the Paphlagonian.

1035 

England Canute’s younger son, Harold I Harefoot, becomes regent in England, while his half-brother, Harthacanute, king of Denmark, fights against Magnus I of Norway. France Normandy, in the north of France, grows powerful. Navarre-Aragón On his death, Sancho III of Navarre, having done his utmost to unite the kingdoms of Spain, divides his kingdom between his sons; Ramiro I becomes count, and later the first king of Aragón; he turns it into an autonomous state; García Sánchez III becomes king of Navarre; Ferdinand receives Castile. Norway Magnus I the Good, illegitimate son of Olaf II, becomes king. Serbia Around this time, Stefan Dobroslav I Vojislav, cousin of Jovan Vladimir, declares independence for Duklja.

1037 

England In the absence of his brother, Harthacanute, Harold I assumes the crown of England. León King Bermudo III is killed fighting his brother-in-law, Ferdinand, count of Castile, in the Battle of Tamarón; the Spanish kingdoms of Castile and León unite; Ferdinand, count of Castile, becomes King Ferdinand I the Great, of León and Castile, the first king of the Jiménez dynasty.

1039 

Wales Iago ab Idwal is killed by his own men; Gruffyd ap Llewelyn becomes king. Germany Conrad II dies; Henry III continues as sole ruler. Poland Casimir I the Restorer, son of Mieszko II, becomes duke of Poland; he reunites the country after the period of turmoil.

1040 

England Harold I dies; Harthacanute lands at Sandwich and reclaims the English throne; Harold’s body is exhumed, beheaded and thrown into a fen bordering the Thames. Scotland King Duncan I of Scotland is killed in battle against his cousin and rival, Macbeth, who succeeds him; Macbeth is the son of Findláech mac Ruaidrí, Mormaer of Moray, and his action represents a Celtic rebellion against English influence on Scottish affairs. Hungary Stephen I’s nephew, Peter Urseolo, becomes king; Bulgaria Peter Delyan, claiming to be the son of Tsar Gavril Radomir, leads an uprising against the Byzantine Empire.

1041 

England Harthacanute’s half-brother, Edward the Confessor – they both share the same mother, Emma of Normandy – returns from exile to become the heir to the English throne. Hungary Peter of Hungary causes unrest by confiscating the estates of the widow of former King Stephen, by increasing taxes, repressing pagan customs and appointing Germans and Italians to his council at the expense of the Hungarian nobles; he is deposed and flees to Austria; his brother-in-law, Samuel Aba, is proclaimed king. Bulgaria Peter Delyan’s early successes end when his cousin, Alusian, cuts off his nose and blinds him one night when he is drunk; Alusian is proclaimed emperor, but defects to the Byzantine side; Peter II, although blind, leads his troops into battle, but is captured, taken to Constantinople and probably executed. Byzantine Empire Michael IV, second husband of Empress Zoe, dies; Michael V, nephew of Michael IV and adopted son of Empress Zoe, becomes co-emperor with Zoe.

1042 

England On Harthacanute’s death, without an heir, Edward the Confessor, helped by Godwin, earl of Wessex, becomes king of England, the last English king of the House of Wessex; his reign is characterized by conflict between the Norman party at court and the ‘National’ faction, led by Godwin and his son, Harold Godwinsson, later Harold II. Denmark Magnus the Good, king of Norway, also becomes king of Denmark. Hungary The former king, Peter of Hungary, allies with Holy Roman Emperor Henry II and attacks Hungary; he fails to gain the support of the Hungarian nobles. Serbia Stefan Dobroslav I Vojislav comprehensively defeats Byzantine Emperor Constantine IX; Duklja becomes a leading state in Serbia. Byzantine Empire Michael V of Byzantium is deposed by popular revolt; Empress Zoe becomes joint-empress with her sister Theodora; Zoe marries for the third time and elevates her husband to the throne as Constantine IX.
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