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THE TEACHING OF THE APOSTLES


  

    

      


    
  



  

I. There are two paths, one of life and one of
death, and the difference is great between the two paths.




Now the path of life is
this—first, thou shalt love the God who made thee, thy neighbour as
thyself, and all things that thou wouldest not should be done unto
thee, do not thou unto another.  And the doctrine of these maxims
is as follows. Bless them that curse you, and pray for your
enemies.  Fast on behalf of those that persecute you; for what
thank is there if ye love them that love you? do not even the
Gentiles do the same But do ye love them that hate you, and ye will
not have an enemy. Abstain from fleshly and worldly lusts. If any
one give thee a blow on thy right cheek, turn unto him the other
also, and thou shalt be perfect; if any one compel thee to go a
mile, go with him two; if a man take away thy cloak, give him thy
coat also; if a man take from thee what is thine, ask not for it
again, for neither art thou able to do so.  Give to every one that
asketh of thee, and ask not again, for the Father wishes that from
his own gifts there should 
be given to all. Blessed
is he who giveth according to the commandment, for he is free from
guilt; but woe unto him that receiveth. For if a man receive being
in need, he shall be free from guilt; but he who receiveth when not
in need, shall pay a penalty as to why he received and for what
purpose; and when he is in tribulation he shall be examined
concerning the things that he bas done, and shall not depart thence
until be has paid the last farthing. For of a truth it has been
said on these matters, Let thy almsgiving abide in thy hands until
thou knowest to whom thou hast given.





II. But the second commandment of the teaching is
this. Thou shalt not kill; thou shalt not commit adultery; thou
shalt not corrupt youth; thou shalt not commit fornication; thou
shalt not steal; thou shalt not use soothsaying; thou shalt not
practise sorcery; thou shalt not kill a child by abortion, neither
shalt thou slay it when born; thou shalt not covet the goods of thy
neighbour; thou shalt not commit perjury; thou shalt not bear false
witness; thou shalt not speak evil; thou shalt not bear malice;
thou shalt not be double-minded or double-tongued, for to be
double-tongued is the snare of death. Thy speech shall not be false
or empty, but concerned with action. Thou shalt not be covetous, or
rapacious, or hypocritical, or malicious, or proud; thou shalt not
take up an evil design against thy neighbour; thou shalt not hate
any man, but some thou shalt confute, concerning some thou shalt
pray, and some thou shalt love beyond thine own soul.




III. My child, fly from everything that is evil,
and from everything that is like to it. Be not wrathful, for 
wrath leadeth unto
slaughter; be not jealous, or contentious, or quarrelsome, for from
all these things slaughter ensues. My child, be not lustful, for
lust leadeth unto fornication; be not a filthy talker; be not a
lifter up of the eye, for from all these things come adulteries. My
child, be not an observer of omens, since it leadeth to idolatry,
nor a user of spells, nor an astrologer, nor a travelling purifier,
nor wish to see these things, for from all these things idolatry
ariseth. My child, be not a liar, for lying leadeth unto theft; be
not covetous or conceited, for from all these things thefts arise.
My child, be not a murmurer, since it leadeth unto blasphemy; be
not self-willed or evil-minded, for from all these things
blasphemies are produced; but be thou meek, for the meek shall
inherit the earth; be thou long-suffering, and compassionate, and
harmless, and peaceable, and good, and fearing alway the words that
thou hast heard. Thou shalt not exalt thyself, neither shalt thou
put boldness into thy soul. Thy soul shall not be joined unto the
lofty, but thou shalt walk with the just and humble. Accept the
things that happen to thee as good, knowing that without God
nothing happens.











OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
The Lord's Teaching
Through the Twelve Apostles
to the Nations

Anonymous








OEBPS/images/ebook_image_210354_d8ea9e2f8a1417a5.jpg
@J Passerino Editore











