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	Travails of the Nazarene

	 

	Lest we forget!

	 

	 

	Olubusayo O. Aina

	 


DEDICATION

	 

	 

	To Him who saved us - all by Himself.

	 

	To Him be glory, both now and forever more.

	 

	 

	Amen.
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Preface

	 

	 

	Every time I read Prophet Isaiah's words on the Messiah's birth and life, I draw near to tears. 
The gruesome torture and assassination of the Son of God, was foretold. 
 

	But if Isaiah gave so much graphic information about the events which were to happen, why didn't His kinsmen realize the events that were being played out when He walked amongst them? 
 

	Their ignorance wasn't a surprise anyways! Neither did their forefathers listen to Isaiah when he made the proclamations. 
 

	This book examines a 'Plot', a 'Plan' to counter the Plot, a 'Move', a 'Silence', a 'Ninth hour' and a new 'Family'. 
 

	Don't hold your breath, as we examine a stratagem unfold.

	 


THE PLOT

	 

	 

	Sin, is being in enmity with God. 

	All Creation were wonderfully made in the beginning; a fact, attested to by the Living God Himself.

	(Genesis 1:25b)

	And then, was the scourge of sin!

	A phenomenon which aimed to blemish all the good, the Master Designer had accomplished.

	 

	So, what is Sin?

	 

	According to John in his first epistle, “All unrighteousness is sin.” (1 John 5:17) 

	This however poses a mild conflict of thought.

	 

	If all unrighteousness is Sin, it’s then imperative that one must live righteously. But how do we determine what is “righteous”?  

	Is righteousness fueled by good works? 

	If so, who mediates and determines what ‘work’ can be qualified as ‘good’? 

	It’s relevant to note, that a ‘good deed’ to someone, could be perceived as an ‘evil deed’ to another.

	How do we then rationalize this conundrum? Perhaps, a review of the writings of James, the Lord’s earthly brother, would clear up our uncertainty.

	 

	“He who knows what is right to do, but doesn’t do it; to him, it is sin”. (James 4:17) 

	That pierced deep!

	James clearly places responsibility on the individual. - If you are aware of the consequences of your actions, then you are liable. 

	James couldn’t be clearer!

	 

	But does this however excuse the ignorant from punishment? Certainly not!

	The Scriptures make it irrefutable: “That the days of ignorance have been overlooked by God. And He now calls on all men everywhere to repent!” (Acts 17:30)

	Wisdom now calls for all to live a life, holy and without sin. 

	 

	So, when and where did Sin begin?

	 

	 

	 

	Should we trace events back to the era of the first family, and pass them guilty of pioneering this tumult? Or was it a lot earlier than then?

	I John 3:8, reveals a deep secret. 

	“He who sins, is of the devil; because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared, was to destroy the devil’s work.” 

	 

	Apostle John here, gives another dimension to our inquest. The revealing of a mastermind!

	John also attributes every act of sin to this personality, and traces the origins of Sin to this character’s ingenuity. 

	This expose’ however, doesn’t absolve the first family from the mutiny displayed in Eden. 

	Or does it?

	 

	Adam and Eve, the first couple were lavished with love and care - by their Father, Maker and God. 

	They were bequeathed with Authority over all that the He made, and were placed in the centre of lush and beauty, called Eden. (Genesis 2:8)

	Haven been made after His image, He gave them access to all He created. 

	All, except one.      

	 

	His instructions, they followed, until they decided to heed the cunning counsel of the supplanter. 

	They didn’t value what they had – what the Maker had given unto them; and he who appreciated it more, robbed them of it.

	This was a stratagem, designed and executed by a wily personality; and the couple were glaikit enough to oblige.

	But how was this nefarious scheme accomplished?

	To fully understand this, we need to examine the writings of John, the revelator.

	 

	 

	In his apocalyptic memoirs about the ‘last days’, John reveals that an Angel holding the key to the Abyss, and a great chain, will execute the arrest and detention of the ‘fallen one’ – locking him up in the Abyss for a thousand years. (Revelation 20:1-3)

	In this Scripture, the fallen one, was identified as the dragon, AKA, the devil, satan and that ‘ancient serpent’; acknowledging that the mastermind of the treachery which occurred in Eden, was indeed the devil.

	 

	There, in the Eden of God; the ancient serpent beguiled Eve and made her lust after the fruit of a tree which the Creator had set off-limits. 
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