





The Project Gutenberg EBook of American Missionary, Volume 43, No. 5, May,

1889, by Various



This eBook is for the use of anyone anywhere at no cost and with

almost no restrictions whatsoever.  You may copy it, give it away or

re-use it under the terms of the Project Gutenberg License included

with this eBook or online at www.gutenberg.net





Title: American Missionary, Volume 43, No. 5, May, 1889



Author: Various



Release Date: June 23, 2005 [EBook #16118]



Language: English





*** START OF THIS PROJECT GUTENBERG EBOOK AMERICAN MISSIONARY ***









Produced by Cornell University, Joshua Hutchinson, Donald

Perry and the Online Distributed Proofreading Team at

http://www.pgdp.net

















THE AMERICAN MISSIONARY






	Vol. XLIII.
	May, 1889.
	No. 5.







CONTENTS


	
EDITORIAL.

	Financial

	Centennial

	Congregationalism in Georgia

	Notes from the South

	Illuminated Spots

	The Government and the Indians

	Notes from New England

	What the World Says

	Paragraphs

	Southern Echoes

	Book Notice





	
THE SOUTH.

	The Georgia Congregational Association

	Evangelistic Labors

	Thomasville, Ga.

	Death of Mrs. Bennett





	
THE INDIANS.

	Perils of Missionary Life

	First Fruits





	
THE CHINESE.

	Los Angeles Congregational Chinese Mission





	
BUREAU OF WOMAN'S WORK.

	Woman's Home Missionary Association

	Alabama Association

	Three New Organizations in the South





	
OUR YOUNG FOLKS.

	How the Pennies Grew





	RECEIPTS





NEW YORK:

PUBLISHED BY THE AMERICAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION.

Rooms, 56 Reade Street.




Price, 50 Cents a Year, in Advance.

Entered at the Post Office at New York, N.Y., as second-class matter.








American Missionary Association.


	PRESIDENT, Rev. Wm. M. Taylor, D.D., LL.D., N.Y.

	
Vice-Presidents.

	Rev. A.J.F. Behrends, D.D., N.Y.

	Rev. Alex. McKenzie, D.D., Mass.

	Rev. F.A. Noble, D.D., Ill.

	Rev. D.O. Mears, D.D., Mass.

	Rev. Henry Hopkins, D.D., Mo.





	
Corresponding Secretaries.

	Rev. M.E. Strieby, D.D., 56 Reads Street, N.Y.


	Rev. A.F. Beard, D.D., 56 Reade Street, N.Y.






	
Recording Secretary.

	Rev. M.E. Strieby, D.D., 56 Reade Street, N.Y.






	
Treasurer.

	
H.W. Hubbard, Esq., 56 Reade Street, N.Y.






	
Auditors.

	
Peter McCartee.

	
Chas. P. Peirce.





	
Executive Committee.

	
John H. Washburn, Chairman.

	
Addison P. Foster, Secretary.





	

	
For Three Years.

	
J.E. Rankin,

	
Wm. H. Ward,

	
J.W. Cooper,

	
John H. Washburn,

	
Edmund L. Champlin.





	
For Two Years.

	
Lyman Abbott,

	
Chas. A. Hull,

	
Clinton B. Fisk,

	
Addison P. Foster.





	
For One Year.

	
S.B. Halliday,

	
Samuel Holmes,

	
Samuel S. Marples,

	
Charles L. Mead,

	
Elbert B. Monroe.









	
District Secretaries.

	Rev. C.J. Ryder, 21 Cong'l House, Boston.


	Rev. J.E. Roy, D.D., 151 Washington Street, Chicago.






	
Financial Secretary for Indian Missions.

	Rev. Chas. W. Shelton.





	
Field Superintendents.

	Rev. Frank E. Jenkins,

	Prof. Edward S. Hall.





	
Secretary Of Woman's Bureau.

	Miss D.E. Emerson, 56 Reade St. N.Y.











COMMUNICATIONS

Relating to the work of the Association may be addressed to the Corresponding Secretaries; letters for "THE AMERICAN MISSIONARY," to the Editor, at the New York Office; letters relating to the finances, to the Treasurer.

DONATIONS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS

In drafts, checks, registered letters, or post-office orders, may be sent to H.W. Hubbard, Treasurer, 56 Reade Street, New York, or, when more convenient, to either of the Branch Offices, 21 Congregational House, Boston, Mass., or 151 Washington Street, Chicago, Ill. A payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes a Life Member.

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS.—The date on the "address label," indicates the time to which the subscription is paid. Changes are made in date on label to the 10th of each month. If payment of subscription be made afterward, the change on the label will appear a month later. Please send early notice of change in post-office address, giving the former address and the new address, in order that our periodicals and occasional papers may be correctly mailed.

FORM OF A BEQUEST.

"I bequeath to my executor (or executors) the sum of —— dollars, in trust, to pay the same in —— days after my decease to the person who, when the same is payable, shall act as Treasurer of the 'American Missionary Association,' of New York City, to be applied, under the direction of the Executive Committee of the Association, to its charitable uses and purposes." The Will should be attested by three witnesses.





THE AMERICAN MISSIONARY.




	
Vol. XLIII.
	MAY, 1889.
	
No. 5.








FINANCIAL.

THE AMERICAN MISSIONARY presents its greetings for the month of May. Six months of our fiscal year are now in the past. The half year which we anticipate includes the summer time, when many of the friends of the ignorant millions to whom we are sent, are absent from their churches. The months of May and June ought to swell the stream of love and service against the season when the demand will continue and income will be small.

We appealed last month for an increase of the contributions in church collections. We renew and emphasize that appeal, for these collections are the steady streams on which we rely to keep in motion the wheels of the large and ever enlarging work of the Association. We believe that the interest in this great work is on the increase. We rejoice that "the most prolific missionary field ever opened to any Christian people— right here at our doors," is gaining upon the interest and benevolence of the churches year by year. Never were the friends of the cause mote responsive; never was the work more hopeful. The work enlarges, and the people's faith enlarges. Their gifts to Christ for his poor were never freer.

We have been greatly favored with special gifts. Every one of them is needed. It is a blessed thing that one can plant his benevolences in some special institution or feature of work, and know that the influences are to follow on after the giver has gone to a higher world. But we do hope that the CHURCHES OF CHRIST, AS CHURCHES, will not fail to keep step with the providences of God in their church contributions.

It is also true that some fear that the day of LEGACIES is to come to an end. Indeed, there are those who take a solemn comfort in bewailing and fearing that everything is to come to an end. They mix a pound of forebodings with an ounce of faith. If, for some unseen reasons in the movements of life and death, legacies do not appear with the regularity of insurance tables, they think the day of legacies is dead. Nevertheless legacies will continue as long as Christians pass from earth to heaven. There will always be faithful souls who will remember Christ and his cause in their wills. There will always be those who may not be able to divide their estates and to dispose of portions of them while they live, who will yet provide that they may see their works following them, when they shall look down from a world redeemed, to a world for whose redemption Christ lived and died. There will always be legacies, and the American Missionary Association, so long as it follows in the steps of Christ in such mission as it has, will not be forgotten. The legacies will come, because they ought to come. The people of God will remember this work in their wills because they ought to do this, and God will take care that what Christian stewards ought to do, shall be done.

We thank God for SPECIAL GIFTS. We thank God for LEGACIES. We also thank God for the ability and faith and sacrifices of those who cannot plant institutions or build or endow schools, but who live and give that which provides for the unceasing CURRENT EXPENSES. Almost every one can do a little more, and it is the many littles that make the difference between a debt with a crippled work, and freedom from debt with healthful growth. All along the lines, the calls for help are so urgent, that it is painful for us, in the name of the church, to be constantly saying "No!"





	OUR RECEIPTS for the past six months (ending March 31) are as follows:



	     Church contributions
	$95,843.37



	     Estates and legacies
	15,194.10



	     Tuition from schools
	18,781.58



	     Income from invested funds
	4,829.21



	     Income from the United States Government
	9,540.87



	—————



	          Total
	$144,189.13



	OUR PAYMENTS for the past six months are     
	$171,237.64



	OUR DEFICIT is
	27,048.51












The churches can easily take this out of the way if they will. We believe that they will.




CENTENNIAL.

These pages will come before our readers amid the enthusiastic rejoicings of a great nation celebrating the one hundredth anniversary of its Constitution—a Constitution that has been tried and found worthy.

The greatest strain to which this great charter has been subjected in the past hundred years has been occasioned by slavery. The crisis cost untold blood and treasure. The great strain of the next hundred years will be what slavery has left behind it—a vast and growing black population, and an imbittered race prejudice.

There is but one way to meet this strain of the coming century, and that is by the education of the blacks. The task is great, but if the American people will awake to its urgency and put forth the needed effort, the crisis may be averted. We call upon all Christian people, and upon all patriots, to begin this new century with the purpose to increase their contributions for this great object. We ask them to begin at once and to continue steadily—in church contributions, in personal gifts, and, not to forget the object in the making of wills.




CONGREGATIONALISM IN GEORGIA.

Our readers are aware that there are two Congregational Organizations in the State of Georgia. The Georgia Congregational Association was organized in 1878, and is composed of about a dozen colored churches, some of their pastors being white and some colored. The United Congregational Conference of Georgia was formed a little more than a year ago, is a much larger body, and is composed of white pastors and churches. With a view to a possible union of these two organizations, committees have been appointed by each, and, in another column, we lay before our readers the propositions to that end, made by the Committee of the Georgia Association. We cannot withhold our expression of satisfaction with the Christian spirit exhibited in this document, and the readiness to accept any possible alternative to secure the union. The Congregational Churches of the country will feel an interest in marking the progress of these negotiations, and will hail with delight a consummation that will relieve the denomination from the embarrassment of sanctioning two organizations in the same State that seem to be separated only by the color-line.




NOTES FROM THE SOUTH.

BY SECRETARY A.F. BEARD.

Once more in Nashville. There is no question in my mind but that Nashville is the educational leader in the South. It is a city of hills which are crowned with institutions for white and black. These are the beginnings of greater and better days for this part of "our country." My duties have taken me to Fisk University. It is a college which has justly won very high praise. Jubilee and Livingstone Halls are significant names. One speaks of an historic event, and the other of an historic person, but the work that goes on in both these large buildings does no dishonor to one name or the other.



When Congressman Kelley, of Pennsylvania, was in Nashville, he visited Fisk University. He afterwards told me that he could not conceal his surprise at what he saw and heard and only with difficulty his emotion when he arose to address the students.

I have now visited Fisk several times. I am each time more impressed with the fidelity and quality of the work on the part of the students, and the patient enthusiasm of the professors and of the teachers. If there were to be no other or greater results than those of the past and the present, all that has been done for Fisk University would be justified.



From Nashville to Sparta, Tenn., and then a rough, tough ride up the mountain side, "rattling the bones over the stones" until at length we have climbed the Cumberland Plateau. We arrive at no-where in particular, which is named Pleasant Hill. Here are a neat church, which is both church and school, and a sightly building of two stories with a third under the mansard roof, which will accommodate forty boys. A few houses are visible from the top of this building, but no one could guess where forty mountain boys and as many girls might be living. Nevertheless they have been discovered, and it was none too soon. Missionary Dodge did not locate in Pleasant Hill before the time. He realized this. He looked about him and looked up and down. He saw things which were invisible. He saw castles in the air. It must be confessed that the office at Reade Street, fearing lest it might "trust the churches" too much, had not the faith which could take hold of these castles in the air and anchor them to the soil of Pleasant Hill; but Brother Dodge got his grapples out and pulled down a church building from the heavens. Well done; now surely he should rest from his labors and give himself and us time to breathe. No; a visible church only stimulated his faith, it did not satisfy it. This church was a place in which he could read the eleventh chapter of Hebrews every Sunday. The result was the "Hall" for young men and for the teachers. Now we are in it and are glad. The Massachusetts Principal gave us welcome, the Oberlin Vice-Principal endorsed it, while the Matron materialized the spirit of welcome in a way calculated to excite gratitude, from the fact that missionaries cannot live absolutely on faith.

Next the young men were introduced. One of them was seized with undisguised curiosity to behold a minister whose theological system some institution had found it necessary to doctor. It is, perhaps, the first instance on record in modern times where these semi-lunar fardels have been looked upon with respect and curiosity. When "Brother Dodge" came, congratulations were in order over his Church, his School and his Hall, but he would have none of it. He was seeing another building floating in the clouds, and could only talk of the invisible. It will, however, soon be among things visible, for the missionary has his grapples out. It is to be a Boarding Hall and Industrial Home for girls who will come into it and learn to live and to be. "But, Pleasant Hill is not a town, it is not a village, it is only by courtesy a hamlet. Where are your pupils?" "The woods are full of them and they will come from near and from far," replies their young missionary of more than three score and ten years. On Sunday, the church was filled; on Monday, the school was full; and our heart was full of thanksgiving that God had come to these mountain people, that hope would enter their lives and their cabins, and that these boys and girls would now step up in Christian manhood and womanhood.

