
[image: cover.jpg]


ALCIBIADES II

Plato

OZYMANDIAS PRESS

Thank you for reading. In the event that you appreciate this book, please consider sharing the good word(s) by leaving a review, or connect with the author.

This book is a work of nonfiction and is intended to be factually accurate.

All rights reserved. Aside from brief quotations for media coverage and reviews, no part of this book may be reproduced or distributed in any form without the author’s permission. Thank you for supporting authors and a diverse, creative culture by purchasing this book and complying with copyright laws.

Copyright © 2016 by Plato

Interior design by Pronoun

Distribution by Pronoun




    
    [Halls of Wisdom]

    
    From Buddha to Confucius to Plato and down the spiral of time to Kant, Nietzsche and Russell, the Halls of Wisdom are filled to overflowing, yet barely full. Explore the cavernous teachings of the masters, get lost in the art of wonder, and fall in love with wisdom. 

    The only thing you can lose are your chains.

    
    
    



ALCIBIADES II

    PERSONS OF THE DIALOGUE: Socrates and Alcibiades.

    SOCRATES: Are you going, Alcibiades, to offer prayer to Zeus?

    ALCIBIADES: Yes, Socrates, I am.

    SOCRATES: you seem to be troubled and to cast your eyes on the ground, as though you were thinking about something.

    ALCIBIADES: Of what do you suppose that I am thinking?

    SOCRATES: Of the greatest of all things, as I believe. Tell me, do you not suppose that the Gods sometimes partly grant and partly reject the requests which we make in public and private, and favour some persons and not others?

    ALCIBIADES: Certainly.

    SOCRATES: Do you not imagine, then, that a man ought to be very careful, lest perchance without knowing it he implore great evils for himself, deeming that he is asking for good, especially if the Gods are in the mood to grant whatever he may request? There is the story of Oedipus, for instance, who prayed that his children might divide their inheritance between them by the sword: he did not, as he might have done, beg that his present evils might be averted, but called down new ones. And was not his prayer accomplished, and did not many and terrible evils thence arise, upon which I need not dilate?

    ALCIBIADES: Yes, Socrates, but you are speaking of a madman: surely you do not think that any one in his senses would venture to make such a prayer?

    SOCRATES: Madness, then, you consider to be the opposite of discretion?

    ALCIBIADES: Of course.

    SOCRATES: And some men seem to you to be discreet, and others the contrary?

    ALCIBIADES: They do.

    SOCRATES: Well, then, let us discuss who these are. We acknowledge that some are discreet, some foolish, and that some are mad?

    ALCIBIADES: Yes.

    SOCRATES: And again, there are some who are in health?

    ALCIBIADES: There are.

    SOCRATES: While others are ailing?

    ALCIBIADES: Yes.

    SOCRATES: And they are not the same?
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