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CHAPTER ONE

	Introduction

	 

	 

	"You can't change the music of your soul." 

	— Katharine Hepburn

	 


The number of surviving Hollywood icons diminishes every year, and those beautiful and interesting faces, which once graced the silver screen fade into memory. The legendary Katharine Hepburn was 96 years old when she passed away, yet she left behind a legacy that would not soon be forgotten.

	Described once by Dorothy Parker as "running the gamut of emotion from A to B," Hepburn did more than just make it. She flourished. Beginning in 1928, when she made her first theatrical appearance in The Czarina right up to her last performance in the 1994 film, One Christmas, audiences around the world fell in love with her. 

	Hepburn held a record-breaking four Oscars and 12 total nominations until Meryl Streep surpassed her in 2003. Hepburn took her first Oscar home for her 1933 film, Morning Glory and then she had to wait another thirty-four years before she would win her second Oscar, Guess Who's Coming to Dinner. 

	Katharine Houghton Hepburn was born on 12 May 1907 to wealthy parents in the historic city of Hartford, Connecticut. According to an article from The New Yorker, “Dr. Thomas Hepburn was a urologist who worked toward the public recognition and treatment of venereal disease; Katharine Houghton, his loving wife, campaigned for legal birth control and led the battle for woman suffrage in Connecticut, but was always home in time for tea. In a sprawling house in Hartford, these high-minded individuals raised six exceptionally bright children who swung on the birch trees in the back yard and won blue ribbons for diving and tennis and anything else that was up for the winning.” Hepburn and her siblings were raised to be independent thinkers. Hepburn was taught to always stand up for herself and never let a man define what she would become. She would carry this advice with her always, and it would later translate into the strong females she portrayed on the screen. Even as a child, Hepburn loved to act and would put on plays for the neighborhood. 

	At the age of thirteen, Hepburn experienced a terrible family tragedy—she discovered her older brother hanging from the rafters in the home of a family friend—that left her closed off to the world. This was a life-defining moment for Hepburn, and it took her years to recover.

	It was only when she entered college in 1924 that she began to rediscover not only herself but also her love of acting. She entered the world of acting after graduating and favorable evaluations of her work on stage brought her to the attention of Hollywood in 1932. After a few early cinematic hits like Morning Glory, Hepburn faced a succession of disappointments, which led to her being given the rather harsh label of "box office poison." Yet despite being labeled as such, Hepburn was determined not to give up. She made a deal with Philip Barry who was a well-respected playwright. He agreed to write a play that was perfectly suited to Hepburn’s character. This play, which was named The Philadelphia Story, would become a smash hit on Broadway. Due to the play’s success, Hepburn bought the picture rights for herself and sold them to Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer on the condition that she would get to play the leading role. The Philadelphia Story became the movie that reignited her failing career. 

	Throughout her six-decade career, Hepburn co-starred with several silver screen icons. These included Cary Grant in Bringing Up Baby, Holiday, and The Philadelphia Story; Humphrey Bogart in The African Queen; John Wayne in Rooster Cogburn; Laurence Olivier in Love Among the Ruins and Henry Fonda in On Golden Pond. Her most successful partnership was with Spencer Tracy, with whom she created a streak of smash pictures, commencing with 1942's Woman of the Year. The final of their nine films together was the 1967 picture, Guess Who's Coming to Dinner, which was completed just before Tracy's death. 
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