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Introduction

	In the heartland of America, amidst the rolling plains of Oklahoma, a star was born. Reba Nell McEntire, a name synonymous with country music royalty, entered the world on March 28, 1955. Little did the world know that this small-town girl would ascend to the heights of fame and establish herself as the unrivaled "Queen of Country."

	From the very beginning, Reba exhibited an indomitable spirit, a tenacity that would carry her through life's trials and triumphs. Raised as one of four children, she learned the value of family bonds and hard work in the heartland of America. Her roots ran deep, intertwining with the rhythms of country life that would later resonate in her music.

	As a child, Reba and her siblings came together to form the Singing McEntires. It was a humble beginning, performing at local events and recording for a small label. Little did they know that these early melodies were the first notes of a legendary career.

	In pursuit of her education, Reba embarked on a journey to become a public school teacher. Her passion for imparting knowledge was evident, and her dreams seemed destined to take shape in a classroom. But fate had other plans, and destiny chose to intervene.

	It was at a dusty rodeo event where the course of Reba's life altered dramatically. Her melodic voice echoed through the air, catching the attention of none other than country performer Red Steagall. He heard something special, a voice that possessed the power to move hearts and stir souls. It was in that moment, amidst the cheers of rodeo fans, that Red Steagall became Reba's guiding star.

	In 1975, a young Reba McEntire packed her dreams and aspirations and embarked on a journey to Nashville, Tennessee, the epicenter of country music. Accompanied by her devoted mother, they ventured into uncharted territory, where the pursuit of a dream would test their mettle.

	The early years in Nashville were marked by struggles, as PolyGram/Mercury Records released a series of Reba's albums and singles that garnered little recognition. Yet, the seeds of determination had been sown, and Reba was ready to thrive.

	The 1980s proved to be a turning point in her career. Hits like "(You Lift Me) Up to Heaven," "I'm Not That Lonely Yet," and the chart-topping "Can't Even Get the Blues" catapulted her to stardom. With each song, she etched her name deeper into the annals of country music history.

	However, as success beckoned, Reba realized that she was not content with simply following the mainstream. In 1984, she took a leap of faith and signed with MCA Records, setting the stage for her breakout release, "My Kind of Country." This album, brimming with authenticity and traditional country style, marked a new chapter in her musical journey.

	The 1980s saw Reba release seven more studio albums, each adorned with country hits, including "One Promise Too Late," "The Last One to Know," and the Grammy Award-winning "Whoever's in New England." Her music resonated with a generation, a timeless echo of emotion and storytelling.

	However, in 1991, a somber cloud cast its shadow over Reba's life. A plane crash in San Diego claimed the lives of eight of her band members. This profound loss inspired Reba to create her most critically acclaimed album to date, "For My Broken Heart." It became a cathartic masterpiece, resonating with those who had known heartache.

	The 1990s brought forth new horizons for Reba. With albums like "Read My Mind," "What If It's You," and "If You See Him," she continued to grace the charts with number one country singles, including "The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter," "How Was I to Know," and a memorable duet with Brooks and Dunn, "If You See Him/If You See Her."

	Reba's prowess extended beyond the realm of music. In 1990, she made her cinematic debut in "Tremors," capturing the hearts of audiences on the silver screen. A versatile talent, she stepped onto the Broadway stage in 2001, embodying the legendary Annie Oakley in "Annie Get Your Gun."

	Her presence in the entertainment world was undeniable, and in the same year, The WB introduced the TV series "Reba," in which she took the lead role. Her charisma and wit shone brightly, endearing her to viewers across the nation.

	As time moved forward, so did Reba's career. In 2023, she assumed the role of a coach on "The Voice," a testament to her enduring relevance and the lasting impact of her artistry. Reba McEntire's life was not a journey; it was an epic saga of talent, determination, and resilience. In this biography, we delve into the intricate tapestry of her existence, one thread at a time, to uncover the profound mark she has left on the world of music and entertainment.

	




Chapter 1


	Early Life

	In the sprawling heartland of Chockie, Oklahoma, a small-town sensation was born. The date was March 28, 1955, and the world was yet to discover the force of nature that would become Reba McEntire. In the quaint corner of this vast state, young Reba Nell McEntire made her first entrance into the world, filling the humble McEntire home with a spark that would soon ignite the country music stage.

	Reba was a bundle of contrasts from the very beginning. While she was born into a family steeped in the tradition of ranching, with a father, Clark McEntire, who was not only a rancher but also a professional steer roper, and a mother, Jacqueline, who raised a family of cowboys and cowgirls, she showed an early affinity for music. Perhaps the first inkling of her destiny could be traced back to those sun-soaked mornings on the Chockie ranch, where the country way of life, with its dusty trails and cattle, mingled with the soulful sounds of Reba's burgeoning talent.

	This striking duality was a foundation of Reba's personality. She was, at her core, a farm girl who was unafraid to get her hands dirty. As a child, she learned the value of hard work from her parents, especially her father, who taught her the ropes of ranching and rodeo. It was a life of discipline, grit, and learning from the land that would serve her well in the years to come.

	But beneath that rugged exterior lay a fire, an indomitable spirit, and an unmistakable love for music. When Reba was only four years old, her mother heard her singing in church, and it was then that the first ember of her remarkable musical journey began to glow. She was captivated by the power of music and the emotions it could stir.

	However, life in rural Oklahoma wasn't all harmonious melodies and cowboy boots. The McEntire family faced its fair share of challenges. The hardships of ranching in the unforgiving terrain were unrelenting, and it wasn't uncommon for the McEntires to struggle to make ends meet. In these lean times, Reba learned about resilience, strength, and the importance of family. These values would become the bedrock of her character, shaping her into the resilient woman the world would soon come to admire.

