
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


[image: image]

Bonus Downloads

Get Free Books with Any Purchase History Hub

––––––––

[image: image]


Every purchase comes with a FREE download!

[image: image]

or Click Here.

[image: image]

Scan Your Phone to open QR code

The Pilgrims

A Brief History from Beginning to the End

History Hub



	[image: image]

	 
	[image: image]





[image: image]


© 2022 Copyright by History Hub. All Rights Reserved. 

[image: image]






Please Note: The book you are about to enjoy is an analytical review meant for educational and entertainment purposes as an unofficial companion. If you have not yet read the original work, please do before purchasing this copy.



Disclaimer & Terms of Use: No part of this publication may be reproduced or retransmitted, electronic or mechanical, without the written permission of the publisher. The information in this book is meant for educational and entertainment purposes only and the publisher and author make no representations or warranties with respect to the accuracy or completeness of these contents and disclaim all warranties such as warranties of fitness for a particular purpose.  Product names, logos, brands, and other trademarks featured or referred to within this publication are the property of their respective trademark holders and are not affiliated with this publication. This is an unofficial summary and analytical review meant for educational and entertainment purposes only and has not been authorized, approved, licensed, or endorsed by the original book's author or publisher and any of their licensees or affiliates.



	[image: image]

	 
	[image: image]





[image: image]


Chapter One

[image: image]




Introduction

Most people are familiar with the term “pilgrim,” and yet, often, people aren’t quite exactly sure who these people were or what historical relevance they hold. According to plimoth.org, “The people we know as Pilgrims have become so surrounded by legend that we are tempted to forget that they were real people.” Pilgrims were, in fact, just regular English folk who, against all odds, set sail from England in 1620 on the Mayflower and landed on the shores of America. They then set about establishing their own colony in what would then become the state of Massachusetts. The Plymouth colony that would later be established by the Pilgrims would become the second British colony to be built on American soil.

The Pilgrims fled to the New World from England because of the government’s suppression of their religious freedom. The Pilgrims identified as Calvinist Protestants and worshiped God according to John Calvin’s tenets.

In 1534, King Henry VIII, England's reigning monarch, broke away from the Roman Catholic Church. He chose to establish the Church of England, to which he was the head, not the Catholic Pope. In doing this, King Henry VIII set about changing the world as people knew it, including the lives of the Pilgrims. According to plimoth.org, “A few people felt that the new Church retained too many practices of the Roman Church. They called for a return to a simpler faith and less structured forms of worship. In short, they wanted to return to worship in the way the early Christians had. Because these people wanted to purify the church, they came to be known as ‘Puritans.’ Another group, considered very radical, went even further. They thought the new Church of England was beyond reform. Called ‘Separatists,’ they demanded the formation of new, separate church congregations. This opinion was very dangerous; in England in the 1600s, it was illegal to be part of any church other than the Church of England.” In 1608, the Pilgrims petitioned the King for permission to establish their own religious community and were turned down; they sought another place to live. The Pilgrims wanted to be able to worship God in whichever way they saw fit, so they decided to relocate to Holland, a country known for its tolerance of all faiths. However, the Pilgrims soon saw that life in Holland had a negative impact on their children, so they left the country just twelve years later, in 1620. They returned to England, but they knew they could not stay and live the life they wanted to, so they remained only long enough to prepare for their voyage to the New World.

To make the great voyage to the New World, the first Pilgrims (or Puritans as they were then known) would have to travel across the great Atlantic, and they did so on none other than a ship named the Mayflower. They anchored their boat at Plymouth Rock on 11 December 1620 and made haste for landfall. What faced them was an unknown world, a new world in which they would indelibly leave their mark in a myriad of different ways. 

In order to truly know who the Pilgrims were and their historical importance, we must know more about their incredible journey and go beyond the myth surrounding them.
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The Origins of the Pilgrims

The Early Days in England

The Pilgrims’ tale began in the remote English county of Nottinghamshire and Yorkshire. A tiny group of Church of England believers gathered there. These individuals believed that the Church of England had strayed and was no longer properly worshiping God. They believed that the New Church formed by King Henry VIII still had too many Roman Catholic influences, which they did not like. They also found the Church of England to be too corrupt to be capable of reform. Although they would later earn the title of the Pilgrims, this group of individuals was known as the Puritans. The Puritans desired to establish a completely new, pure church. According to billofrightsinstitute.org, “over the years, pressure had been mounting on organizations like the Puritans, and the English government saw these religious dissenters as a threat to the fabric of English society.” The Puritan meetings came to the attention of the Bishop of York in 1607, who then started to take action against them and many of the individuals feared for their lives. The congregation soon understood that practicing their faith in England was no longer possible. For one that offered at least the possibility of freedom, they had to leave the world they were familiar with.

The congregation made the difficult decision to emigrate to Holland. According to billofrightsinstitute.org, “Most rural peoples never traveled more than a few miles from their home in their lifetimes. The world beyond their villages and counties was utterly foreign to them. Additionally, the English government would not allow anyone to leave without permission. The congregation fled in secrecy.”
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