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  Introduction




  




  My objective here is to give you a feeling of understanding, not to make you an expert in the technology.




  If you think there should be a lot more pages here, then I will agree that there could have been.




  Once you strip away all the mumbo jumbo this is how many pages remain. I didn’t fill it with a lot of fluff.




  So, here it is in plain English.
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  CHAPTER 1 MAGNETIC DISK DRIVES




   




  The first thing you notice with regard to disk drives is the spelling of the word disc. Having been an Engineer in the disk drive industry since 1980 and served on ANSI (American National Standards Association), ECMA (European Computer Manufacturer’s Association) and as a Senior Member of the IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers), I can tell you that we standardized the name disk to be spelled with a “K”.




  There are two basic kinds of magnetic disk drives on the market. Of the two types of disk drives, I will explain how they work in simple English.




  The first type of disk drive is the Flexible Disk Drive often referred to by the general public as the “Floppy Disk Drive”.
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