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True love doesn't come easily. It
is once-in-a-lifetime occurrence, or even once in many lives. It is
worth fighting for and waiting for because, once it arrives, it
transforms all of existence into blessings. This divine, authentic
love is more powerful than any other force. It can move mountains
and make impossible dreams come true. The entire universe sings and
dances in celebration of this blooming love.



Rebirth is the story of a
beautiful love and friendship between free spirits who lived human
lives, emerged from their earthly identities with the light of
their Eternal Soul Essence, and collaborated to build a new reality
on Earth.




Kate Duong, the author of the contemporary novella Rebirth : Just
The Beginning, draws inspiration from her Earthly life experiences,
her spiritual remembrance, and the sacred love story between Mother
Earth Being and Father Sun Being. These divine beings represent the
natural universal divine feminine and masculine energies that we,
the human race on Earth, fully embody. However we have forgotten
our truly divine nature and essence as luminous humanoids -
universal beings of light across eons of time. For those who
undergo transformation from inside, symbiotically with our Mother
Earth Being and Father Sun Being, this is just the beginning of a
glorious and challenging alchemy to birth a unique brilliant star
in this light universe - the Earth Star. For her, we come. And
because of us, she is here. 


  

    


  



  
My heartfelt gratitude goes
to my dear friend Alexander Raphael Heuer, the editor of this
novella, Rebirth: Just the Beginning For A Star To Be Born.


 



I would love to express my eternal
gratitude to all beings on Earth who are deeply passionate about
natural life, natural love, and natural Earth. 
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"True love is always waiting for you when your heart blossoms,
when freedom and love emanate 
  
  
from 



  

    
your Soul radiance."
  


 




Singapore 

 



Katherine had awakened shortly
before the alarm clock rang. She arose from her bed and walked into
her lovely little kitchen. Kat began her day with a cup of warm
lemon juice mixed with ginger and honey. She listened to her
favorite song, "
Beautiful World" while joyfully dancing to the music. The
sun had not yet fully risen outside the window, and a cool breeze
from the sea blew at her still tangled hair. Kat checked her watch.
The global energy healing session would start within the next
thirty minutes. She moved slowly into her work space. 

 




  
New York Airport


 



In the airport lounge, Gian was
reading his late wife's favorite novel. Today marked the fifth year
since Lisa's passing. He had planned to fly to Italy with his
daughter, Betty, to visit a house in the Rome suburbs where he and
Lisa had shared many memories. But he postponed and altered his
plan because of an unexpected, important meeting with his business
partner in Singapore. When he heard a loudspeaker announce the
flight delay, Gian looked up to see if it was his flight. Suddenly,
he noticed Catalina walking into the lounge from afar. She was
brightly smiling, and she quickly moved closer to him.


  
"Hi Catalina!", exclaimed
Gian excitedly. He stood up and embraced her. Catalina was a
Hispanic American scientist and his best friend's wife. Gian adored
Catalina for her friendliness and radiant vitality.



  
"Hello, my Italian
gentleman!" Catalina said as she lightly kissed Gian on the
cheek.



  

  
Gian smiled and asked, "What
wind has carried you to the airport? I haven't seen you and Philip
in several months."



  

  
Catalina placed her bag on
the chair and cheerfully replied, "We miss you too. Sweet Betty has
grown up a lot, right?". Catalina then looked down at the book Gian
was holding in his hand.



  

  
He smiled pleasantly and
said, "Today is the anniversary of Lisa’s passing. I brought her
favorite book with me."



  

  
Catalina gently took Gian's
hand in hers and said, "Gian, we miss Lisa, too; she's as sweet as
an angel!"



  

  
Gian kissed her hands
gratefully and said, "Thank you so much, my dear friends."



  

  
Lisa was his one and only
true love. While attending college together, the two had fallen in
love. Lisa passed away at the age of thirty nine from a terminal
illness after fifteen years of marriage to Gian. Gian's heart had
not yet regained its composure since that traumatic and unfortunate
event.



  

  
"Time will heal your
wounds," Catalina said, looking deeply into Gian's beautiful eyes.
"You deserve to be happy. We will undoubtedly meet after I return
from France. Please bring sweet Betty over to our suburban home.
We're going to have a great time with the college gang."



  

  
Catalina stood up when she
heard that her flight to France was about to start boarding. Gian
carried her belongings out of the waiting room. They exchanged a
farewell embrace and promised to meet again soon.


 




New York City 

 



Gian had just concluded an internal
meeting with senior managers when he received a text message from
Philip: "We'll be waiting for you on Saturday afternoon at the
country house! Philip". Gian texted back with delight, "Great! See
you guys!"


  
After completing a strength
training session with his personal coach on Saturday afternoon,
Gian drove home to change his clothes. Betty greeted him at the
door. The girl had recently turned twelve years old. Betty
inherited her mother's smile and expressive eyes, but she also
possessed Gian' characteristics: she was strong, determined, and
overall kind.



  

  
Gian stopped his car in
front of Catalina and Philip's suburban home forty five minutes
later. Hearing the doorbell ring, Philip quickly exited the house.
He placed his arm around Gian, and the two entered the house with
joy.



  

  
"Do you want some red wine
or a cocktail?", Philip asked, walking into the minibar in the
living room.



  

  
Gian responded cheerfully,
"Give me a glass of wine with some ice, please! Thank my buddy!"
and sat down on the couch.



  

  
Catalina then entered the
house from the backyard, carrying a bouquet of freshly picked
flowers. She approached Gian and greeted him with a soft kiss on
the cheek, cheerfully asking, "Do you bring sweet Betty?"



  

  
“Because Betty had a dance
rehearsal for the upcoming performance, I did not bring her with me
today," Gian smiled and said.



  

  
Catalina was searching for a
vase as Gian helped hold her bouquet. She presented Gian with the
apple she had just picked from the garden orchard, and the two sat
down on the sofa to converse joyfully.



  

  
Philip delivered the drinks
tray he had just prepared, saying, "This cocktail is for you,
honey; I just invented a new recipe; please give it a try! I and
Gian will each enjoy a glass of wine."



  

  
Catalina took the cocktail
from Philip and sipped it, exclaiming, "Oh, that's great, honey; it
tastes so special!". She kissed Philip on the cheek as she leaned
forward and said, "Thank you, honey!"



  

  
Philip sat next to Catalina
on the sofa and tenderly wrapped his arm around her.



  

  
Gian regarded his best
friends with admiration and remarked, "I'm so happy to see you two
like this."



  

  
Gian's phone had just
received a text message. He looked down at the screen; it was a
text message from his new friend, Jessica. The two had met in Peru
while climbing in the Andes mountains. Philip's doorbell rang
abruptly.



  

  
"I'm sure everyone has
arrived already", Catalina stood up and proceeded to unlock the
door.



  
Moments
later, the house was filled with the sounds of laughter and
cheerful voices. Following Catalina were four others: Janet,
Thomas, Josh, and Amelia. Gian left the couch upon recognizing his
college friends. They all joyfully exchanged hugs. The meals were
served in Catalina and Philip's backyard garden. The happy and
memorable memories of college years flooded back into everyone's
minds and hearts.


 




  
Singapore Airport


 



After attending the premiere of her
novel with Japanese readers, Kat boarded a flight from Japan to
Singapore.  After more than two years since its introduction to
Singaporean readers, more than two million copies had been
published in Taiwan, Singapore, South Korea, and Japan.


  
Kat exited the airport
terminal and then caught a taxi to the city center, where she would
pick up her son, Tom, from his dad's residence before returning to
her apartment. Kat and her son were going to spend the weekend
together and planned a trip to Vietnam, her mother's
birthplace.


 




  
New York City


 



Catalina's quantum physics research
lab work kept her extremely busy. Her current research was focusing
on a new project she and Kat had initiated. Both were co-founders
of Earth Star. Catalina had just finished a meeting with her lab's
researchers when she received a call from Philip. He had recently
returned from a brief business trip in Europe.


  
"Honey, how's your day?" 
Philip's voice was sweet.



  

  
"I am still as great as ever
and even getting better every time you call. Can you pick me up
immediately? I'm feeling a bit hungry" Catalina smiled over the
phone.



  

  
Philip looked at his watch.
They usually spent time together at the mountain house every
weekend.



  

  
"I'll pick you up in fifteen
minutes! I'll bring you some more clothes. It is becoming colder".
He blew kisses over the phone, loud enough for Catalina to
hear.



  

  
The two had finally arrived
at the mountain house after an hour. While Philip managed the
kitchen, Catalina prepared dinner in the front yard. Catalina
played her favorite music, and the couple danced passionately by
the fire until Philip said that he was hungry. The mountain breeze
was cool and refreshing. Catalina and Philip dined and conversed
joyfully. Catalina informed Philip of her and Kat's plans. Philip
was attentive and responsive. But he occasionally interrupted to
make a joke for her, and they both laughed out loud. Catalina
walked into the house and quickly brought the ice cream and fruit
dessert for them to share. When Catalina's mouth was smeared with
cream, Philip gently and sensually kissed the corner of her lips
and licked away the remaining ice cream.



  

  
"I enjoy eating ice cream
this way, honey!" Philip smiled.



  

  
The starry night sky
illuminated the mountain. Catalina was completely engulfed in
Philip's arms in front of the warm fire.


 




New York Center 

 



Philip was reviewing the files of
startups seeking funding from the investment fund he presided over
when he received a call from Gian.


  
"Are you available at five
o'clock this afternoon? I have a martial arts training session near
your office with my coach. After our joint practice, we can have a
drink."



  

  
They had completed a
two-hour training session with enthusiasm and enjoyment. Their
T-shirts were soaked in sweat. Philip smiled and placed a hand on
Gian's shoulder.



  

  
"You are truly a
professional mountain climber”.



  

  
Gian laughed and said, 
"Let's change quickly; I want something cool to drink."



  

  
The two had not frequented a
well-known bar in the heart of New York City in a long time. The
bartender smiled and said hi upon seeing Gian and Philip
enter.



  

  
"Is your job okay, Philip? I
haven't updated your status for quite a while."



  

  
"My investment fund is
shifting its focus to invest in natural energy projects, one of
which Catalina and her friends have started." Philip said it with a
smile.



  

  
Gian winked at Philip and
commented, "Catalina must have had some influence on you."



  

  
"Oh, certainly. I have no
shame in this regard. You already know how much we love each
other." Philip signaled the waiter to bring more drinks before
turning to pat Gian on the shoulder and asking, "And you? We wish
for your happiness. At least like us."



  

  
Gian laughed. "I haven't
progressed in a relationship either." He suddenly thought of
Jessica. "Lisa remains within my heart."


 




Singapore 

 



Kat had completed the distance
healing session with Alice. She texted Alice, "All negative
attachment cords between you and your ex have been removed.
Although you both are no longer physically and psychologically
connected, spiritual energy connections are still present in both
of your energy systems. How do you feel today?"


  
Alice arose from her bed; it
was six o'clock in the morning in London,  England, and she texted
Kat: "Today my body feels hot, very tight in the chest; I’m very
thirsty; and I am much lighter, as if something heavy has been
removed from my body."



  

  
Kat slightly lowered her
voice. "I have something to say to you.”



  

  
Alice responded,



  

  
"Uhm, tell me, please, my
dear Kat!"



  

  
"I congratulate you on
ending your marriage. Because your vibrations are incompatible. It
is especially not good for you."



  

  
Alice smiled softly and
exhaled a sigh of relief.



  

  
"I was aware; I could sense
it. My heart was cold and closed. Anyway, thanks to that unexpected
event. It helped me get out of that marriage. My heart is now
considerably more open. Thank you for accompanying me on this
journey. I must now go get a drink. I will visit you on my business
trip to Singapore next month!"



  

  
Kat responded with
enthusiasm: "Great! See you soon!"


 




  
New York City


 



Gian had exited the workplace. He
then sent Jessica a text message, "Are you finished yet? I will
pick you up at six o'clock from the office. We're going to dinner
at my best friend's house."


  
Jessica texted back, "I will
complete my work shortly. See you soon!"



  

  
Gian arrived ten minutes
early. He parked his car in front of Jessica's office. Moments
later, Jessica came out. She wore a gray dress, and her hair was
long and flowing. Jessica embodied the typical beauty of
contemporary American women. She waved to Gian from a distance as
he signaled by lowering the car window.



  

  
"Hi, Jessica. Let's go!"
Gian said as he stepped out to open the car door and gently kissed
Jessica on the cheek.



  

  
They arrived at Philip and
Catalina's house in the suburbs thirty minutes later. Four of them
conversed merrily. Jessica turned and whispered softly to Gian,
"Catalina and Philip are so wonderful! Thank you so much for
bringing me here!"


 



 
Singapore Airport

 



Alice retrieved her luggage and
wheeled it out of the airport arrivals area after her plane had
landed. Kat yelled from afar when she caught a glimpse of Alice.
Both cheerfully embraced one another.

 "Come on, we'll have dinner and
then go home."

Kat dragged Alice's suitcase to
their parked car. Kat and Alice sat down thirty minutes later to
enjoy Chinese cuisine at the local, renowned Dim Sum restaurant.


 "Ah, does your novel have an
English version?" Alice exclaimed, recalling something she had
forgotten. “I'm eager to read it!"

 Kat smiled brightly at her friend
and said, "I only have Chinese, Korean, and Japanese prints now. An
English novel will be released in Singapore at the end of this
year. My book will be available for American readers next
month.”

Alice winked at Kat and stated, "I
have a close friend in England who owns a publishing company.
Because his wife is Japanese, I can send her the Japanese version
to read first. She also works at that publishing company."

 "How fantastic! Thank you very
much!" Kat yelled. Both of them joyfully clinked their glasses and
laughed out loud. 

 

 



  
New York City

 

Catalina was in the backyard garden when her phone rang. 

"Honey, Kat is calling for you!"
Philip exclaimed.

 "I'll be in shortly" Catalina
responded as she removed her dirty glove.


  

Catalina washed her hands quickly before entering the house as the
afternoon sun illuminated her beautiful garden in the
background.


 Philip greeted Kat over the phone
with enthusiasm: "Hi Kat. Catalina is busy gardening. How are you
doing?"

 Kat's voice was filled with
excitement: "Oh, Philip, I call to inform Catalina that I'll be
flying to New York next week to release my novel in the United
States. You and Catalina are invited to attend!"        

"This is the best news we've heard
today. We will absolutely attend." Philip joyfully said. 

"Congratulations, Kat!" Catalina
said over the phone just as she entered the room. "We are eager to
read your book. There will be a fantastic party at my house!"

 

                                                          ✶ 
✶  ✶

 

     Kat's novel's debut in New York was an unexpected
success. Large numbers of readers had attended, thanks to the
book's previous success in Japan. Catalina and Philip accompanied
David, a famous American actor, director, and producer who was
Catalina's best friend. He was looking for inspiration for his
upcoming film. David's work had been quite demanding, but when his
best friend Catalina called, he did not hesitate to accept her
invitation. The three sat right next to the author's area. Today,
Kat wore a long, white silk dress lined with floral embroidery that
a friend had tailored specially for her. David was immediately
drawn to Kat upon learning that she was the author. 

An American reader asked a
question: "What is the author's message to readers through this
work?" 

Kat responded with a soft smile and
a clear tone, "Thank you; we are all dreamers. Let's create
beautiful dreams together!" 

The auditorium resounded with everyone's applause. The three
happily chatted and waited until the last readers had already
left.

Catalina embraced Kat and
exclaimed, "You look fantastic today! Congratulations, my
dear!"

Philip lightly kissed Kat on the
cheek and presented her with a bouquet of flowers, saying,
"Congratulations, Kat! Welcome to New York!"

Catalina introduced David by
saying, "Please meet my best friend, David." 

David gently took Kat's hand. "What
a fantastic evening! Congratulations to Mrs. Katherine!"

Catalina hugged Kat and Philip's
backs and said, "Now let's go to celebrate tonight!"

After the dinner,  the three
happily held a signed novel as they left the restaurant. Philip and
Catalina drove Kat back to the hotel. 

David drove home. He rolled down
the car window to let in the cool night breeze. As he was about to
retire for the evening, he suddenly recalled Kat's novel. He began
to turn the pages while listening to his favorite music.
Eventually, he became so engrossed and captivated by the story that
he was unable to sleep until almost dawn. He texted Catalina,
"Please give me Katherine's number! I want to meet her soon. Thanks
Catalina!" 

David fell asleep with
indescribable happiness. What he had been seeking for so long
appeared at the most unexpected moment.

 



 ✶  ✶  ✶

 

Kat woke up early and ran in the park adjacent to her hotel.
She would spend two or three days in New York before flying back to
Singapore. Today, she and Catalina would spend time working
together on their upcoming project. Catalina and Philip planned to
host a celebration at their suburban home tomorrow evening. Kat
hurried back to the hotel to change clothes and shower. 

She checked her phone and saw a
missed call and a text message from someone: "Hi Katherine, it's
David. I have read your book. How marvelous it is! Can we meet
soon? I am interested in learning more about your book. Have a good
day! David."

David received a response from Kat
very shortly after: "Hi David, I'm glad you enjoyed my book. I am
pleased to invite you to tonight's dinner! I will meet you at my
hotel around seven p.m. Kat."

"Thanks Kat! See you soon!" David
texted back; he laughed and whistled loudly.

 



 ✶  ✶  ✶

 

Catalina's research laboratory was adjacent to Earth Star’s
office, which was roughly one hundred and fifty square meters in
size and decorated in a simple, contemporary manner. Catalina
entered the room while still holding Kat's novel and smiling
brightly. Both happily embraced one another.

 "I read while waiting for you.
What would you like to drink?" Catalina hugged her friend's
shoulder.

 The two sat down to a cup of tea
and enthusiastically discussed the project they had initiated.
Catalina informed Kat that Philip fully supported their project and
would participate in it directly. 

 "You are so lucky to have Philip
in your life!" Kat grinned at her companion. 

"Yes, we were born to be a couple."
Catalina erupted in laughter. 

Catalina reminded Kat before she
left the office, "Remember, my dear, tomorrow night at my house,
you're the main character!" 

Kat laughed out loud. She returned
to the hotel in a taxi. She then walked nearby to a local souvenir
shop to purchase a present for her son.

 



 ✶  ✶  ✶

 

David arrived at Kat’s hotel fifteen minutes early. He didn’t
forget to bring a bouquet of flowers to thank her for the dinner
invitation. Kat did not make him wait long; David waved his hand
when he caught a glimpse of her entering the restaurant from the
hotel lobby. Kat wore an elegant and simple floral dress and walked
in with a bright smile. 

David approached Kat and presented
her with a small bouquet of flowers.

 "Thank you so much for inviting me
to dinner!" 

During the meal, the two conversed
with delight. David felt as though he had known Kat for many years.
Kat's warm and peaceful energy allowed him to open his heart
freely, something only his best friend Catalina could do.

 "Kat, could you tell me where you
came up with this novel? Because I am always interested in the
origin of creativity." 

Kat smiled, looked into David's
eyes, and said, "David, the fountain of creativity always comes
through the heart. I draw inspiration from this innate source of
imagination when writing." 

David touched Kat's hand and said, "I am naturally attracted
to you, and your novel truly has awakened me. Something really
rises up inside of me. My heart rejoices and desires to accomplish
something beautiful. I wish to adapt your novel into a movie. What
are your thoughts?" 

 Kat could not conceal the surprise
in her eyes as she joyfully responded, "It is unexpected that my
dream comes true so quickly. Many thanks, David!"

 "I find myself in your novel,
Kat." David gently kissed Kat's hands. 

Kat was moved. She liked his
graciousness and radiant energy.

 



 ✶  ✶  ✶

 

Kat took a taxi to the suburban neighborhood residence of
Catalina and Philip at half past five p.m.

 "Welcome to the party that your
fans, Catalina and Philip, have prepared!" Philip said as he opened
the door for Kat and gave her a gentle hug.

        Kat grinned, took Philip's
arm, and they both entered the home. Catalina was preparing a
backyard barbecue. In Catalina's flower garden, a buffet table had
been assembled.

"Hello, honey, you look so gorgeous
today!" Catalina exclaimed upon seeing Kat. 

As they awaited the arrival of
other members, the three conversed merrily. 

"Gian is on a business trip today;
he is unable to attend" Catalina exclaimed. 

"Gian is Catalina's Italian
gentleman," Philip winked at Kat and explained, “Gian is also my
best buddy.” 

The doorbell rang at that moment. David and his friends had
also arrived. 


  
During the party, everyone
enjoyed the delicious meal while chatting joyfully.


David excitedly stood up in the
middle of the party and jingled his glass, saying, "Dear friends, I
have good news to share. I have been completely enamored with Kat.
Oh no!"

 Everyone applauded and cheered
while David awkwardly laughed. 

He clarified, "I am completely
engrossed in Kat's novel and, of course, partially engrossed in the
author. Kat and I have decided to adapt the novel into a film."


"Wow, that's incredible!" Catalina
hugged her best friend. The entire group applauded. 

"Wait, this is a special film because of the message it
conveys, so the cast will also be unique. Kat and I both agree that
Catalina will play the lead role in the film."

Catalina's mouth was wide open as
she listened to the news in shock. Philip was so ecstatic that he
could not resist hugging her and lifting her up. 

"Especially this time, I will
invite a well-known actor and my close friend, who has been hidden
for many years since winning the award, to play with Catalina."


Catalina shifted her gaze from
David to Kat and said, "How can you possibly believe that I will
act in a film and play the lead role?" 

Kat smiled mischievously and
responded, "From appearance to your personality, you continually
embody the quality and spirit of the heroine in this work." 

David walked up to Catalina and gave her a hug.

 "It's time for you to shine." 

Catalina received a peck on the
cheek from Philip.

 "Honey, I'm your biggest movie
fan. Now I'm only awaiting your film!" 

David continued to laugh.

 "Don't worry, you're not alone.
Kat and I will also be in this film."

 “Honey, let’s dance to celebrate
this wonderful news together!” Philip smiled and said.

 He turned on the music “
You look wonderful tonight”, and embraced Catalina in his
arms. Everyone danced joyfully to the melody of the love song. 

David smiled as he slowly
approached Kat. He bowed slightly and extended his hand to Kat,
saying, "Allow me to invite my beautiful co-star to a dance!"

 Kat held David's hand with joy.
The candle-lit garden was filled with love songs as the night's
soothing wind blew through it. 

 



  ✶  ✶  ✶

 



After returning from Italy, Gian
arranged to meet Catalina for lunch. He did not forget to buy her a
present. Catalina was thrilled to receive a scarf as a gift from
Gian. 

"Gian, you are so kind! This scarf
is so lovely, and it fits me perfectly." 

 "Ah, you know what. I'll do a
movie!" Catalina erupted in laughter. She still did not believe
it.

 Gian was astonished: "You're so
busy with your work, but I won’t be surprised if you become a
famous actress." 

"This is a unique film because both
the novel's author and the film's director are my close friends. Do
you remember David? This film will be produced and directed by
David." 

"Is it David?" Gian was acquainted with David, but they were
not close. David was one of Lisa's college suitors.

 "He is gifted. I also enjoy
viewing his films". 

Catalina exclaimed with delight,
"Even better, all of us, including David and Kat, will appear in
this film."

 "Who is Kat?" Gian inquired
quietly.

 "She is the author of the novel
and also my close friend." 

Gian couldn’t conceal his
curiosity. "May I know the title of the novel?" 

"I'll send you a book with the
author's signature!" Catalina grinned while enjoying her dessert.


"Great! Thank you! I haven't read a
new novel in many years" Gian's heart suddenly filled with joy.

 



 ✶  ✶  ✶

 

Gian was in his office when Sarah, his assistant, entered
with a package of gifts. 

"You have a package from Catalina,
Gian." Gian smiled, thanked Sarah, and then took the present. It
was a book when he opened it.

 "Ah, Catalina's friend's
novel."

Gian abruptly recalled this when he
turned the novel's first page. The author's radiant face appeared.
In his heart, an  indescribable emotion suddenly arose. Gian turned
each page and appeared to be drawn in completely. Gian felt as
though he had just awoken from a dream after finishing the final
page of the novel. His heart beated rapidly. Something within his
depths beckoned. 

Gian texted Catalina, "I really appreciate your gift. The
novel is incredible! I have no idea how to describe it. But it
truly stirs something profound within me."

 Catalina responded via text
message: "I'm glad you enjoyed it. There is something I'd like you
to know. Before filming begins, 
Kat will support the
spiritual remembrance for the entire principal cast of actors.

Do you want to join? Philip
and I believe it is time for you to start a new chapter in your
life. And I am certain that this will be an experience that you
will never forget."

Gian felt a current of electricity
coursing through his heart. He smiled and texted back without
hesitation: "Thank you! I am very glad!"

 



 ✶  ✶  ✶

 

Catalina and Kat were both extremely busy during the two-year
pre-production period preceding the film's official filming. The
film portrayed the universal journey of numerous creator beings who
came from infinite life into a highly challenging universe, a
creation of another great creator being. This universe drew these
beings in because it offered them a challenging and rewarding life
experience. All of these beings were creators of their own
universes in infinite life, and they continued to project an aspect
of themselves into another universe to experience different games
of life, co-create, learn, and grow in knowledge, wisdom, and
strength. All of these outstanding creative beings fully embodied
the natural love, natural curiosity, and natural adventurous
spirits. However, many lower self-aspects of them were trapped
after billions of incarnations in countless lifeforms due to the
unnatural duality, fragmentation, and polarization construct
created by a group of wayward beings in the lower domain of this
universe. Even the prime creator of this universe, the inventor and
designer of the game of life in this universe, was struggling to
escape the unnatural matrix, much like a game player would.

Richard, David's best friend, would
play the male lead in the film at the age of forty five. After
winning a prestigious film award five years ago, he temporarily
stepped away from the spotlight and went into hiding until David
called and said, "Richard, it is time for you to return!"


  
The official filming date
had also finally arrived. The entire film crew gathered at the
studio on 
  
the outskirts of New York.
Gian and Philip traveled to visit the entire team. Gian spotted
Catalina in the distance, standing next to a person he assumed to
be Kat. She seemed to be smaller than Catalina. She had short hair
and a youthful appearance, making her age difficult to guess. This
was the first time he met her. 
  
Gian arranged two flower
bouquets for Catalina and Kat. Catalina shouted and ran to give
Philip a hug when she noticed Gian and Philip from afar. She took
the bouquet from Gian and gave him a gentle peck on the
cheek.


 Gian walked up to Kat and greeted
her with a friendly smile. "Hi, I'm guessing that you're Kat. Thank
you very much!" 

Kat smiled brightly and accepted
the bouquet, saying, "Hi Gian!"

Gian had the physique of a
professional mountain climber and was approximately six feet tall.
He had a masculine, Mediterranean face. Gian appeared more like a
movie star than a businessman, with his long hair pulled into a
bun. Time and space appeared to pause momentarily as the two looked
up at one another.

After the first day of filming, the
four of them went out to eat. David and Richard were too
preoccupied to attend. Gian drove to the restaurant of a friend to
dine on Mediterranean cuisine. Catalina described the humorous
situations on her first day of filming scenes. Everyone merrily
conversed with joyful laughter. At the end of dinner, Gian offered
to drive Kat back to her hotel because it was convenient on his way
home. Kat cheerfully accepted. The car raced along the coastal
highway at high speed. Gian opened the car's window to allow the
night breeze to enter. The scarf on Kat's neck fluttered in the
wind.

 Gian asked Kat quietly, "Would you
mind if I turn on some music?"

 Kat smiled and replied, "Very
nice, Gian."

The male singer's voice made the
song "
Spark of Light" sound sweet. Both enjoyed the night's cool
breeze and lively music in silence. Gian brought the car to park
upon arrival at the hotel and got out to open Kat's door. 

He took hers gently and said,
"Thank you, Kat, for everything." 

Kat smiled while gazing into Gian's
gorgeous, deep eyes. He waited until Kat's shadow had completely
vanished from behind the hotel door before entering the vehicle.
Gian abruptly observed Kat's scarf in the vehicle. He picked up the
scarf. A delicate, sweet scent lingered in the air. He folded the
scarf carefully before placing it in his pocket. His heart
naturally fluttered slightly. 

"Kat," Gian quietly whispered as he
stepped on the gas to leave the hotel.

 



 ✶  ✶  ✶

 



The crew had worked in a fun and
energetic environment for more than a year while filming. Catalina
and Kat were able to complete the scenes with the enthusiastic
assistance of David and Richard. Philip took every opportunity to
visit Catalina and Kat. Gian occasionally accompanied him when he
wasn't too busy. Gian called Philip today as he was about to drive
to the filming studio. He asked Gian to accompany him. Gian
accepted gladly. On the way, Philip inquired about Gian’s new
progress with Jessica. Both he and Catalina fell in love with
her.

 Gian winked his eyes and said.
"We're close. We won't go any further." 

Philip turned around and patted
Gian on the back, "I understand. You're a loyal fellow!"

Richard extended an invitation to
eat at the French restaurant that his friend, the head chef, owned
after finishing the last scene.

 Philip turned to Gian in the midst
of the meal and said, "Please tell us a joke, Gian". Then he turned
to everyone and exclaimed, "The virtue I admire most about Gian is
his ability to be humorous in any circumstance. He always has a
joke ready." 

Gian erupted in laughter. He gently
asked Kat, "Do you have any pets?" after tapping his glass of water
to signal everyone's attention. 

Kat smiled. "I have a small dog in
Sing." 

"So this is a story for you." His
deep voice was now blended with wit. When Gian finished the story
about his friend and the dog, everyone burst out laughing.

"Come on, congrats to your friend
Joe and Kat's dog," Philip said, raising his glass. 

Kat received a lot of good news as
the film entered the post-production stage. Her novel had been
officially released in the United Kingdom and Italy. Alice called
to inform her. Her novel was also published in China. Kat's friend,
who was also the publishing director, called to tell her the good
news. Kat planned to participate in reader premieres in a number of
countries after filming had been completed. But she first booked a
return flight to Singapore to see her son. After many months apart,
they had not seen each other.

  

                                                     
New York Airport

 



Gian left the meeting and drove to
the airport in order to attend the wedding of his cousin in Italy.
Looking at his watch, he saw that he had approximately forty-five
minutes until boarding, so he decided to visit the airport's
bookstore. He was browsing the bestseller section when he
discovered Kat's novel. Gian smiled, picked up the book, and
approached the counter. A customer was waiting in line in front of
him. He moved slowly. She had short hair and a familiar, delicate
scent. Just in time, she turned around. 

When Kat realized Gian was standing
behind her, she was a bit surprised. 

"Hi, Gian!"

 "Hi Kat, what a coincidence!" Gian
couldn’t hide his surprise and delight at seeing her again. 

Kat looked at the book Gian was
holding.

 "I bought it for my best friend,"
he smiled and quickly replied. 

"Where will you fly to?" Gian was
intrigued. 

"You probably guessed it." 

Gian made a shaky motion with his
head. 

Kat's eyes were filled with joy.
"I'm going to the book launch in Venice." 

"Fantastic Kat!" exclaimed Gian.
"Congratulations!" 

He kissed Kat's hand farewell and
promised to see her in Venice again. Then he hurriedly boarded a
plane bound for Florence, Italy.

 



 
Florence, Italy 

 



The next day, after attending his
cousin’s wedding, Gian went back to the hotel. As usual, he made an
appointment with his best childhood friend, Francesco. Francesco
joyfully received the novel from Gian.

 "Here's my present. I hope you
will enjoy it." 

Francesco stroked Gian's shoulder.



  
"Thank
you very much. You are very thoughtful. Clearly, I'm a good boy, so
I receive gifts frequently."


"You are always a good little boy!"
Gian bursted out laughing. 

"Do you have any plans for
tomorrow?" Francesco inquired.

 "I am planning on flying back to
New York. But I'll be attending the author's book launch in Venice
tomorrow afternoon, so I'll be taking a flight to Venice tomorrow
morning." 

"You really surprised me a little.
Let me see the author who made this Italian gentleman put in so
much effort." Francesco said this as he opened the page with
curiosity.

When he saw Kat's portrait, he
exclaimed, "She is so beautiful! Her beauty makes people feel warm
in the winter and cool in the summer."

 Gian laughed upon hearing
Francesco's description.

 "I do not know how to say it.
She's not sexy or hot, but there's something appealing and gracious
about her. I simply feel at peace when I see her."

 "You should be a writer, not a
businessman." Gian smiled and said. "She's my  healer." 

Francesco shrieked again and glared
at Gian. "So her energy has warmed my dear friend's frozen heart?".
He sincerely hoped Gian would find happiness again soon. 

"It is very difficult to resist her
charm," Gian said as he sipped his wine, "I appreciate her."

 



 
Venice, Italy

 



Gian arrived at the Venice airport
at two o'clock in the afternoon the next day. He catched a taxi
back to the hotel where Kat's book launch was taking place. After
lunch, he returned to his room for a quick nap before heading to
the gym. Gian was nearly the first person to arrive at Kat's book
launch. He was dressed in a black suit. Since Lisa's death, he had
grown long hair and a beard; he appeared elderly but exuded a
liberal masculine beauty.

 Gian selected a seat where he
could observe from a distance. He saw Kat enter the door from the
hotel lobby. Today, she was wearing a pastel pink silk satin dress.
Kat waved to Gian when she recognized him. The book launch in
Venice was extremely crowded. Because the novel had been well
received in many countries around the world. And the author of the
novel was partially of Italian descent.

 A young male reader stood up in
the middle of the conversation and asked, "Good day, Katherine. I
am aware that you possess three bloodlines from Italy, Singapore,
and Vietnam. So, what religion do you practice?"

 Kat cheerfully responded.

 "Thank you for your thoughtful
question. I was born in Vietnam, the birthplace of my mother, but I
spent most of my childhood in Singapore, my father’s birthplace. My
grandmother was a Christian and Italian. As you know, Asia is home
to Buddhism, Hinduism, Taoism, Islam, and other religions. However,
I am not a religious person. My only religion is freedom, love, and
truth. This is the religion that brought me here today." 

"So, Katherine, if you have to
choose between freedom and love, which will you choose?"

Kat smiled.

 "I will choose freedom first.
There is no true love without true freedom." 

The young man enthusiastically
asked Kat.

"Katherine, then, where should I
begin to have true freedom and true love?" 

The question made Kat excited, and
she cheerfully inquired the reader's name.

"I really like your question,
Antonio. And you appear to already know the answer. My advice is to
start with courage, honesty, and commitment as the ultimate seeker
of the truth about yourself. It is possible to borrow knowledge,
but not experience. You'll have to truly experience and grow on
your own accord. Experience is uniquely personal, and it becomes an
integral part of your truth when you actually undergo it. On your
quest to discover the truth about yourself, keep in mind that other
people's truths are not necessarily yours. If your heart and your
soul urge you to continue, do not stop. Only then will you be able
to return to your unique, original, and natural self, where you
will find your true freedom and love."

The audience's applause was
extremely loud. The host mentioned that there wasn’t much time to
talk to the author.

"Hello Katherine, I know you are
also a healer. Could you please kindly treat us here?", a female
reader suggested. 

Kat, a bit surprised by the
reader's suggestion, stood up and cheerfully replied, "If you
agree, we will have a light party right here. Is everyone ready?"


The entire audience clapped their
hands excitedly.

 "Now please join me in awakening
your inner light from your heart, your spirit, and your soul."

Kat's soft, soothing sound induced
a meditative state in all of the audience members. Until Kat
signaled to play the energizing song "
Flying on my own" to rouse everyone from their silence,
the vibrant music and the singer's beautiful voice elicited an
enthusiastic response from the entire audience. 

Gian waited patiently for Kat until
the last reader had left. He approached her and presented her with
a bouquet of flowers. 

"What a fantastic evening, Kat!
Would you like to join me for dinner?"

After fifteen minutes, the two were
leisurely strolling along a nearby street. They both chose a small
restaurant along the riverbank. Kat was delighted when Gian told
her about his memories of Venice. The night breeze was bitterly
cold. Gian suddenly recalled Kat's scarf, which he was still
carrying.

 "Let me help you!" He said it
quietly to Kat. Then he gently wrapped the scarf around her neck.
Their gaze locked on each other for a moment.

Gian returned to New York the
following morning on an early flight. Kat stayed in Venice for an
additional day to meet with the local publisher.

 



 
New York City

 



Kat had just arrived at the New
York airport when Catalina called, "Are you back yet? We'll get
together tomorrow to start a new project at my house! How was the
launch of your book?"

 "Wonderful! Thank you very much!
I'll see you tomorrow!" Kat cheerfully responded to her friend. She
pushed her luggage out the airport door after retrieving it from
the luggage carousel.

 Today's sky in New York was
stunning. She called a taxi to return to the hotel.

 



 ✶  ✶  ✶

 



After picking up his daughter from
school, Gian bid her farewell with a kiss. He then went to the
training center with Philip at four o'clock in the afternoon. 

When Gian drove Philip to his
suburban residence after the training session, Catalina, Kat,
David, and Richard were laughing and conversing joyfully. Phillip
stepped out of the car, holding a barrel of wine. Gian waved hello
to everyone. Today, Philip's friend Ronald was also present. He ran
a design and construction company.

 Catalina tapped her glass in the
middle of the party, signaling to everyone, "Dear friends, let's
spend some time on our new project!".

Catalina and Kat took turns
proposing the idea of building The Valley of Light, which they both
initiated. 

"This is a project that Catalina
and I have been passionate about for a long time," Kat explained,
"and I will contribute fifty percent of the profits from the book
and film distribution as the initiator."

 In response, David whistled
enthusiastically. 

Philip went on, "I and Catalina
have decided to contribute fifty percent of the total investment."


The new project's fundraiser had
been an unexpected success. All of the founding members were eager
to get started on the pre-project phase. 

The final development plan for the
Valley of Light had finally been completed and ready for
construction work. After a year of collaboration, everyone on the
team was ecstatic, busy, but full of laughter and fun. The
friendship was stronger than ever before. Ronald was responsible
for the design and construction of the entire project. He developed
the concept and implemented it with his design and construction
teams. The Valley of Light  had a total area of nearly fifty
hectares and was located in a valley near the sea in Tuscany,
Italy.  

  



  
Tuscany - Italy


 The Valley of Light 

 



The first phase of the Valley of
Light, which included the central office area, residential area,
and community activity areas, had been completed after more than a
year of construction. The entire founding team's residences
consisted of five wooden and glass houses arranged around a natural
lake. There was a flower-covered hillside separating each
residence. 

The first day of work in the
central office of Valley of Light was extremely busy and enjoyable.
In the morning, every member worked in the office together. The
rest of the time, everyone was encouraged to participate freely in
community activities in the Creative Lab area, the organic farming
area, the sports area, and the entertainment area.

Kat's lunch was quite simple. She
made a veggie salad and avocado rice rolls. Kat entered the glass
dome house to enjoy the lunch break. She opted for a secluded,
peaceful spot overlooking the aquarium in front of her. She turned
abruptly when she heard footsteps behind her; it was Gian. In the
initial phase, he assumed the role of project leader. Gian quickly
approached Kat with a tray of food in his hand. "I will join you!"
Gian said this with a smile.

 They sat down and talked joyfully
during lunch. Seeing the corner of Kat's mouth with a little bit of
salad, he naturally wiped her with a tissue. After lunch, Gian
asked Kat to take a walk around the outdoor campsite. Everyone
would host a dinner party tonight.

Nearly one hundred members of the
community had gathered around the campfire at the outdoor campsite
in the late afternoon. Gian and the founding members welcomed and
greeted everyone. Kat was conversing with David and Richard when
the lyrical song "
I can't help falling in love" began to play. 

Gian approached the three of them
from a distance. He bowed slightly and extended his hand to Kat,
not forgetting to ask his two barbecue-cooking friends, "Excuse me,
 could I borrow Kat for a moment?" He gently took Kat's hand in his
and joined her in the crowd. 

"You look great tonight!" Gian
quietly said this in Kat's ear as he slightly wrapped his arm
around her back.

 



 ✶  ✶  ✶

 



Kat walked home from the central
office area, which was approximately three miles away. The road was
lined with green trees on both sides. Ronald tried to preserve as
much of the natural landscape as possible when designing this
project, from ancient tree varieties to natural streams and lakes.
Kat dropped some bread crumbs into the lake for the fish that were
swimming alongside the swans. Ronald adored animals and nature, so
he brought many animals that were free to roam in the community.
The children here were overjoyed when they saw goats, sheep,
rabbits, or peacocks walking alongside the road.

 Kat suddenly heard a jingling bell
from behind while feeding the fish. It turned out that Richard,
David, Philip, and Catalina were riding bicycles together with
great joy. 


  
"Kat,
hurry up; I'll drive you!" David smiled and said.



  
Kat
looked forward and back and was unable to determine where to
sit.



  
Then
Catalina waved to her and said, "Look at me !" Catalina was sitting
on the crossbar directly in front of Philip.



  
Kat
looked up at David and asked, "Really?"



  
"Oh,
come on. Kat, hurry up; it's going to rain." David stepped back to
make room for Kat to climb up.



  
After
nearly five years of collaborating on two projects, the two had
become close friends and co-authored a novel. The group rode their
bikes and chatted joyfully, with occasional cracking laughter that
echoed across the entire road.


 



 ✶  ✶  ✶

 



David was filming a short
documentary of the Valley of Light. He chose a four-mile-distance
seaside location for filming. All members of the community would
spend the night camping on the beach. While walking along the
beach, Gian came across a hilly area that appeared quiet and
isolated. He decided to pitch a tent and take panoramic photos
here.


  
By the
afternoon, the recording session was almost complete. Catalina and
Kat went swimming in the sea together. Philip followed them
closely. In the afternoon, the waves were quite strong. Everyone
swam within the safe zone. But then Kat drifted away as the wave
pushed her nearly out of the safe zone. Kat unknowingly swam in
quicksand. Her feet had sunk so far that she couldn’t stand
anymore. Her hands struggled to push herself up, which only
resulted in her being dragged further down. Kat couldn’t no longer
hold her breath. Her nasal cavity began to flood with water. A pair
of hands suddenly wrapped around Kat's back and lifted her up. She
only felt a muscular body and a familiar voice in her ear.



  
"Kat,
are you okay?"



  
She
swallowed a lot of water. Gian lifted her on his back and dashed to
the beach. Catalina and Philip hurriedly caught up from behind. He
quickly resuscitated her and managed to get the water out of her
lungs until she opened her eyes.



  

Catalina wrapped a towel around Kat; her face was so
worried.



  

"Fortunately, you're fine!"



  
Gian
brought Kat inside the tent. While walking along the coast to take
photographs with his camera, he quickly discovered that Kat was
almost drowning. Catalina and Philip were swimming quite far away,
so they didn’t know what was happening. Gian barely had time to put
down the camera and rushed over to Kat's struggling arm. Gian
carefully positioned Kat on a recliner in the tent, and he slightly
wiped her wet, unruly hair.



  

"Fortunately, you are safe. You frightened me so much!" Gian spoke
quietly.



  
Kat
thanked him with a smile. Tom and Betty dashed in from the beach.
The boy's eyes were red with tears as he realized his mother had
almost drowned in the ocean.



  
"Mom is
fine; you'll sit here and watch her carefully!" Gian softly padded
Tom's head. The boy quickly swooped into Kat's lap.



  
People
danced around campfires by the sea in the evening. The atmosphere
was lively and fun. Kat was getting better. David brought Kat a
plate of salad and fruit-syrup bread that he had made himself. Kat
got out of the tent and went for a walk along the beach. She
occasionally kneeled down to collect small seashells washed ashore
by the waves. On this night, the sea was remarkably stunning. Kat
heard crunching footsteps behind her abruptly. Gian approached her
quickly and draped a towel lightly over her shoulders.



  
"The
sea is quite cold at night. You will catch a cold if you're not
careful. Would you like to walk up the hill with me?" Gian inquired
softly.



  
Kat
smiled and nodded. The two walked slowly together. Gian delighted
in showing Kat where he had pitched his tent. He started the fire
and heated the teapot over it. They sat quietly beside each
other.



  
"What a
beautiful night!" Kat smiled and said.



  
Gian
looked at her. Her face sparkled in the moonlight, and her hair was
flying free. He softly touched Kat's hair with his fingers. That
afternoon, when he saw her nearly drowning in the ocean, he felt
his heart constrict.



  
Gian
took Kat's hand in his and lightly kissed it, saying, "You're fine.
I was very worried."



  
The
waves smashed against the cliffs in the distance.



  

    


  


  ✶  ✶  ✶

 



In Gian's office, the entire
founding team was listening to Catalina discuss the development of
an independent organic energy system for the entire community.
Catalina and her coworkers were concentrating on the development of
devices that would function specifically in organic energy systems.
Everyone was enthusiastically discussing, then David recalled
something instantly and said,


  

"Catalina, I remember reading about the quantum physics double slit
experiment. Photons were shot through two slits in laboratory
accelerators. If someone was watching, photons would move as
particles and waves. However, if only the observation device was
present, the photons would only move as particles. In the end, what
is the most important thing we need to know about experimental
science?"



  
When
she heard David's question, Catalina couldn't help but
smile.



  
"David,
you have brought up one of the most important issues in modern
science. But first, I'd like to hear everyone's thoughts. Do you
have any suggestions, starting with Gian?"



  
Gian
tapped his pencil on the table and turned in his swivel chair. He
laughed and said, "I believe I made the right decision not to
become a researcher or scientist. Because science's objective
accuracy can only reach a maximum of fifty percent. And the minimum
percentage is zero percent. What do you think, Catalina?"



  
"As a
quantum physics researcher, I have no objections to your viewpoint.
That's the quantum observer effect!" She exclaimed,
laughing.



  
"The
observer’s self-awareness influences the outcomes of an experiment.
With the assistance of the Earth Star team, the research team of
the creative lab has done proper inner work for expansive
self-awareness in order to produce the most effective experimental
results for the project. The degree of self-awareness determines
the level of external material reality."
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