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	Welcome to the World of Ableton (And Good Luck!)

	

	If you're reading these lines, it means you've decided to venture into the fantastic (and at times esoteric) universe of Ableton Live for DJing. 

	Great choice! 

	You have in your hands one of the most powerful, versatile, and revolutionary tools for mixing, manipulating, and transforming music with a level of control impossible to achieve with traditional DJ software.But let's be honest—the first impact can be overwhelming.You open it, and you're greeted by an interface that looks like it was designed by a NASA engineer after too many sleepless nights. 

	Buttons everywhere, windows popping up from nowhere, lines and numbers that seem like secret codes from a mysterious cult.

	Your brain goes into overload. "What the hell do I do now?" At this point, you have two options:

	Close everything, uninstall the program, and go back to classic DJ software, settling for standard mixing and predictable transitions.

	Accept the challenge and follow this guide, discovering how Ableton can elevate you to the next level—a DJ capable of creating unique sets, live remixes, and limitless performances.If you’ve chosen the second option, know that you're neither the first nor the last to feel overwhelmed at the beginning.I've been there too, and I know how chaotic and discouraging it can feel to take your first steps in Ableton.Don't be intimidated: with a little patience, the right approach, and this guide by your side, what seems like an indecipherable puzzle today will become your most powerful and loyal tool for music creation.Ready to take the leap? 

	Buckle up, here we go!

	

	



	





	Who Am I and Why Should You Listen to Me?

	

	My name is Sam, I’m from Milan, and I’m 57 years old.No, I’ve never been a resident DJ at Pacha in Ibiza.And no, I’ve never mentored Carl Cox (but if you ever need one, Carl, call me).

	My journey with music began way back in 1982, a time when vinyl was the beating heart of DJ booths, and DJing was still more of a handcrafted art than a digital one.I started with regular turntables, then moved on to the legendary Technics SL-1200s, which defined an entire DJing era. 

	

	Over time, I switched to CDJs, adapting to new technologies, and eventually embraced Traktor and its controllers, which revolutionized the way DJs mix and experiment.Throughout the years, I’ve curated the soundtrack for hundreds of private parties, played records, and brought energy to Milan’s nightlife. I’ve also ventured into radio broadcasting, working with several stations and refining my ability to engage audiences—not just through music but also through communication and entertainment.

	I even worked as a tourist entertainer, which gave me a broader perspective on the music industry and how a DJ can connect with their audience, whether live or on air.I’ve directed a couple of web radios, developing high-quality projects and collaborating with other DJs and hosts to create top-tier content.In recent years.

	

	I’ve chosen to focus on Ableton Live, studying it as if it were an ancient secret manuscript and uncovering ways to maximize its features to craft flawless DJ sets.My goal is to elevate traditional DJing, proving that it’s not just about syncing tracks and pressing play, but about creating a unique sonic experience through atmosphere and sound quality.I no longer play in clubs, but I continue to experiment as a bedroom DJ with the same passion as ever.

	

	My love for music has never faded—in fact, today, I have more freedom to explore and experiment without the pressures of late nights in the booth. I get to focus solely on what excites and inspires me in the moment.

	

	The world of DJing has changed—it might be harder to capture the audience’s attention, but today’s technology provides incredible tools to create immersive and high-quality sets.With advanced software and cutting-edge equipment, we now have the power to deliver unprecedented musical experiences. And in this guide, we’ll explore how to do just that.This guide is born from my direct experience:No useless technical jargon, just practical tools to master Ableton. 

	Without stress.

	And most importantly, we’ll keep things light with a touch of humor because if we’re not having fun, what’s the point?

	



	





	Love & Knowledge: More Than Pressing Play

	

	Before diving into the technical details of Ableton, there’s a fundamental principle every aspiring DJ should understand: love and knowledge of music come before any software or mixing technique.You can have the best setup, the best controller, and the best software, but if you don’t know how to choose the right tracks, your DJ set will be flat and soulless. 

	

	My Musical Decalogue

	  

	A good DJ cannot limit their expertise to just one genre but must nurture it with a variety of influences.Music is an immense universe, and each genre carries unique characteristics, techniques, and atmospheres. 

	The broader your musical background, the more tools you’ll have to create dynamic and engaging sets.Being eclectic gives you an extra edge not just in adapting to your audience but also in surprising them with unexpected choices. 

	A DJ who masters multiple genres has an advantage over those who limit themselves to just one style.

	From disco to techno, from hip-hop to house, every genre offers valuable lessons in groove, harmony, and set construction.At the same time, having role models helps define your own style. 

	Studying legendary DJs, analyzing their techniques, mixes, and ability to read the crowd, can be a great source of inspiration. From Larry Levan to Carl Cox, from Jeff Mills to Laurent Garnier, every great DJ has left a mark. Learning from the best is one of the most effective ways to evolve.

	This isn’t about copying, it’s about absorbing influences, processing them, and transforming them into something personal. The key is experimenting, blending, and daring to mix unusual elements to develop a musical sensitivity that makes every DJ set unique and unrepeatable.

	

	Personally, my approach to DJing has been shaped by many musical genres, each with its own unique traits that can enrich a set and make it more diverse and captivating. Here’s my list of influences (in strict alphabetical order):

	

	Afro & Afro-Cosmic – Tribal rhythms, hypnotic percussion, and ancestral vibes. African music, with artists like Fela Kuti and Tony Allen, has deeply influenced modern dance genres like house and techno. The Afro-Cosmic subgenre, born in the '80s, mixes African beats, ethnic sounds, and spacey synthesizers. Made famous by Daniele Baldelli and Beppe Loda, it played a major role in shaping Italian club culture.

	

	Classical – Perfect harmony, grandeur, and a sense of crescendo. It might seem distant from DJing, but composers like Beethoven and Debussy created musical structures that can inspire set construction. Strings, pianos, and orchestral atmospheres can add an epic or dramatic touch, especially in cinematic electronic productions.

	

	Disco – The mother of all dance music. From Giorgio Moroder to Sylvester and Donna Summer, disco created the very concept of the dancefloor. The four-on-the-floor beat, pulsating basslines, and lush orchestration make this genre immortal. Without disco, house music wouldn’t exist. Studying disco helps DJs understand clubbing’s roots and create richer, more layered sets.

	

	Easy Listening – Smooth atmospheres and elegant sounds that provide breathing space in a set. Composers like Burt Bacharach, Henry Mancini, and Piero Umiliani created soundtracks that relax and surprise listeners. In DJing, easy listening can serve as an elegant interlude or add a classy, retro touch between high-energy moments.

	

	Electronic – Experimentation, innovation, and pure futurism. From the pioneering influence of Kraftwerk, who wrote the genetic code of electronic music, to the visionary productions of Aphex Twin, Yazoo, and Boards of Canada. Electronic music is the perfect playground for those who want to push sonic boundaries and explore new production and mixing techniques.Funk – Irresistible groove and basslines built for mixing. 

	

	Funk is the DNA of modern dance music. Just listen to James Brown, Parliament-Funkadelic, or Chic to understand how syncopated bass and straight kick drums fuel the dancefloor. Adding funk rhythms to electronic sets deepens the groove and makes it more engaging.

	

	

	ItaloDance – A perfect mix of nostalgia and irresistible beats. Born between the '80s and '90s, ItaloDance is characterized by catchy melodies, crystal-clear synths, and driving beats. From Gazebo and P. Lion to Gigi D’Agostino and Eiffel 65, this genre influenced international dance music. Dropping an ItaloDance track at the right moment can ignite the dancefloor.

	

	Pink Floyd – Not a genre, but a world of their own. They showed how music can be a journey, not just a quick consumable product. Their experimentation, synthesizer use, and album storytelling provide invaluable lessons for any DJ wanting to take listeners on a sonic adventure.

	

	Pop – Pop is everywhere, and it’s the key to making a DJ set more accessible and memorable. Madonna, Michael Jackson, Prince—these artists created timeless melodies and arrangements. Even in underground nights, cleverly placing a classic pop track can create an unexpected audience reaction.

	

	Rock – Pure energy, rebellion, and iconic soundscapes. From Led Zeppelin’s legendary riffs to The Rolling Stones’ explosive energy, rock teaches musical dynamics and tension-building. While rare in electronic DJ sets, rock elements—gritty guitars, punchy drums, and powerful vocals—can be sampled or reinterpreted to add character to a track. 

	

	From Decalogue to House: The Invisible Thread in My DJ Sets 

	After reading my musical decalogue, you might ask:"But what does all this have to do with playing house music?"The answer is simple: everything.My influences are not just a list of genres I enjoy; they are the foundation of the sound I bring to my sets.

	Every track I choose, every transition I create, comes from decades of listening, experience, and musical discovery.If I add a funky groove to a house set, it’s not by accident.If a bassline echoes funk, rock, or experimental electronica, there’s a reason.If I weave disco elements into an electronic journey, it’s because I can’t ignore its influence on modern dance music.

	

	And Then Comes House MusicHouse music—our beloved, timeless House.What is house? You could say:"A genre born in 1980s Chicago, characterized by a four-on-the-floor beat and hypnotic grooves."But that would be like defining pizza as "a dish made of flour and tomato."House is so much more—it’s the heartbeat of club culture, the soul of dancefloors worldwide, a universal language that speaks directly to the feet and emotions of its listeners.House has spawned countless subgenres, each with its own unique personality. Some of the most recognizable and influential styles include:

	

	Deep House – Warm bass, enveloping atmospheres, refined grooves. Soulful and jazzy, perfect for sophisticated clubs and deep, emotional journeys.

	

	Tech House – A mix of deep house and techno, with driving rhythms, powerful basslines, and hypnotic vibes. My personal favorite pulsating, deep, and stripped-down.

	

	Progressive House – Euphoric, cinematic, and festival-ready, made famous by Sasha, John Digweed, and Mario Più.

	

	Funky House – Feel good beats and disco-infused grooves. Pure dancefloor energy, championed by Purple Disco Machine.
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