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        “They came because they wished to learn.”

        – Frederick Douglass

      

      

      

      Before moving forward, it is important to see how low-literate or non-literate adults use their system of survival skills. Some are employed, manage households and raise families. Others operate businesses and even volunteer in our communities where we live daily.  As tutors, we learn from each other and our shared experiences. For adults desiring to improve their experiences enters a new phase of development, learning new skills and elevating the competency of new tasks. Literacy tutors now more than ever are needed as technology continues to evolve, requiring more proficiency skills and less direct supervision.

      I wrote this book to honor individuals, families, educators, friends, tutor trainers, tutors, and emerging adult readers.  Where I am today is a culmination of my life experiences and the people that have assisted me, and those I have learned from on this long journey and assisted along the way.  To date, I have donated eight to 10,000 hours of free volunteer tutoring services to empower new adult learners, helping them improve themselves and move forward to achieve their desired goals. My purpose in writing this book is to help those reading below grade level.  According to statista.com, on Jan 7, 2021 the National voter turnout rate was 66.7 percent as of December 7, 2020, for the presidential election.  The voter turnout statistics was recorded as the highest ever.  Imagine what the rate may have been had the additional 43 million English-speaking, eligible, non-reading adult population were reading, writing, registering, and voting their convictions.
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      David James Boyce, Jr. is a retired military veteran with over twenty-seven years of service. He enlisted in the U.S. Army in December 1968 before graduating high school. He was adamant about continuing his education, because he felt that was one thing he could apply to his life and share with others. After graduating high school from Saint Louis High School, Honolulu, HI, while stationed on his first tour in Korea, Boyce continued his education, earning his Associates of Science from Georgia Military College, Georgia, a Bachelor of Science degree in Human Resource Management from Empire State College in New York, and Master’s Degree in Education from Trident University, California.  His tutoring certifications include Tutor, Master Tutor, Tutor Trainer, and Master Tutor Trainer-Literacy.

      This work, entitled My Journey as an Adult Literacy Volunteer Tutor, chronicles my path, what I have learned helping adult nonreaders become more independent after learning to read. Teaching is the one thing that can only be paid forward and the benefits last a lifetime. This reflects the lens of his passion, calling for volunteering and teaching adult non-readers to read, write, and improve their life skills. He has been tutoring new adult learners since 1986.
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        “Make a difference about something other than yourselves.”

        – Toni Morrison

      

      

      

      The purpose of this book is to educate the reader on our unseen continuously growing illiteracy problem and some of the issues that affect non-reading adults today in our communities and possibly in some of our homes.  I wrote this book to share my experiences with fellow tutors, community leaders, to share my experiences of tutoring non-reading adults to help them read, write, and assist them in the improvement of their lives since 1986. This journey currently spans more than three decades of volunteer service to date in communities as an Adult Literacy Volunteer Tutor in and out of the military.  “Illiteracy has been present in American lives since the foundation of this country, and unfortunately is still around today” (Impacts of Illiteracy, n. d.). Simply stated, illiteracy means not being able to read or write in one’s dominant or command language, skill, or profession.  The adult illiteracy rate in the United States is continuing to rise and the issue is becoming more pervasive year after year.  “In 1980, the U.S. Census Bureau counted 24.3 million Americans over the age of 25 who had not gone beyond the 8th grade” (New Readers Press, 1989).  That number has increased by 18.7 million persons to 43 million U. S. adults with low literacy skills (OECD 2013).  If these numbers representing illiteracy were an illness or disease, they would be declared an epidemic, which requires time, effort, and resources to correct the situation. 8.2 million adults are classified as functionally illiterate, not able to understand short bits of information.  Low literacy rates cost the affected individuals to our nation trillions of dollars in terms of economic impact.

      I have tutored adults in Germany, Hagerstown and Frederick, Maryland; Calcium and Fort Drum, New York; Phenix City, Alabama, Hinesville and Columbus, Georgia.  Overseas assignments also provided tutoring opportunities in Frankfurt, Germany through the Army Community Services program.

      I hope that readers of this book find space in their hearts and schedules to help change an adult’s life by volunteering to tutor someone to read, write, and improve their life skills.  Although the strategies in this book are used primarily with adults, one can also use these strategies, guides, and materials with younger learners as I did with my last three children while they were in grade school. The information and strategies that I have learned, researched, taught, and shared can be valuable assets for parents teaching their school-age children.  Compare the school-age children at home unable to get a parent’s assistance with homework because their parent has difficulties reading. In addition, providing insights as well as a springboard for adults learning to read and write that are beyond school age helps the entire family unit.

      The objective of this book is to encourage volunteers to help adult non-readers become proficient at the fifth-grade reading level and accomplish life skill tasks for their needs in their daily lives. This is the minimum requirement for those that want to continue and enroll in an Adult Basic Education (ABE) program to achieve a General Education Diploma (GED).  Today, more than ever, adult literacy tutors are needed in every community.  My mission is to help as many adults as possible that want to learn, change their lives and improve their family’s life.

      

      VOLUNTEER to TUTOR a non-reading adult and help CHANGE their LIFE and FUTURE.
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        “The time is always right to do the right thing.”

        – Martin Luther King, Jr.

      

      

      

      What do you want to be when you grow up?  As a child, I was often asked that question, by family members and other adults, even some teachers.  The answer came when I saw someone that I liked, on a weekend television show or what I saw someone do in the community.   My answers ranged from a police officer, firefighter, truck driver, teacher, and then an airplane driver, as I knew then. As I gave those answers to the adults’ questions, there seemed to be an image in my mind seeing myself in those positions.  Arresting the bad people; putting out fires; driving big trucks; and driving an airplane through the clouds looking down at small buildings. It felt good. In school, other possibilities emerged; when our class went to the school library each week. I would ask and get help to find a book to read about some grownup professions.

      As a child, we learned to read by hearing the word, looking at the picture, sounding out the word with assistance, and saying the word.  Later, we learn to spell and write the words. Hearing, speaking, saying, and writing the word is a process we learn from childhood.  As we proceed through this process, comprehension helps us build and use our vocabulary skills.  Advancing from single words to sentences and later writing notes and letters.  Some words may have the same beginning sound although they begin with different letters.  For example, look at the words car and kite.  Note: the c and k have the same beginning sound; however, the letters are different. Note: the letter c has the same beginning sound in the illustrated words; yet, the c in the word like cent has a softer sound.

      Reading was a way for me to travel the world, converse with people, and have conversations by turning pages of a good book and daydreaming about the experience. Imagine sitting on a mountaintop like Jesus, or driving a fast car without fear or danger turning curves in tight bends, going full-throttle on a racetrack. I could be sitting on distant riverbanks fishing with a fancy rod and reel with the best lures around musing about those prized catches. This is possible through the pages of a book. Helping others spell and read better was a skill that I developed in grade school. In the classroom, assisting other students with spelling and sounding out words (phonics as I learned later) brought many “thanks” from many of my classmates. “As every man hath received the gift, even so, minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God” (I Peter 4:10) King James Version.  We all have a skill or talent that can enrich someone else’s life by sharing. Be that beacon of light to help at least one person improve their lives and the lives of their family.  Once planted, that seed grows to fruition, the harvest will spread beyond one's imagination.  Pass it on.   Our home, community, and nation benefit from our collective efforts to enrich the lives of others. The life we live is a journey.  We are born to learn, journey, and leave.  No one walks alone nor struggles on this journey alone, but in the end, we all meet the same fate.

      Teaching adults to read, write, and improve their life skills have been my passion since October 1986.  Adults with low literacy skills will continue to affect us for generations to come if we do nothing to help those that truly want to learn.  Not only the adult but also the household, employer, community, and the nation benefit from the improvement.  Imagine not being able to read to or help your child with their studies in Pre-K, elementary school, and beyond.  Some non-reading adults may make excuses or send their children back to the teacher if there is no one available to assist in the family.  An adult being able to help their child with academic work and social skills empowers the adult and child.

      To date, I have tutored adults for more than thirty-five years. During that time, there has not been a lack of students wanting to learn.  Ads placed on street corners, in magazines and newspapers, are fruitless to the non-reading adult.  They simply look beyond these signs.  If you know anyone needing literacy training, find an organization, and encourage him or her to improve his or her life by learning to read and write if that is what he or she desires.
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