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A cry of God

“Psalm 25: 1 Unto You, O Lord, do I bring my life. 2 O my God, I trust, lean on, rely on, and am confident in You. Let me not be put to shame or [my hope in You] be disappointed; let not my enemies triumph over me. 3 Yes, let none who trust and wait hopefully and look for You be put to shame or be disappointed; let them be ashamed who forsake the right or deal treacherously without cause. 4 Show me Your ways, O Lord; teach me Your paths. 5 Guide me in Your truth and faithfulness and teach me, for You are the God of my salvation; for You [You only and altogether] do I wait [expectantly] all the day long. 6 Remember, O Lord, Your tender mercy and loving-kindness; for they have been ever from of old. 7 Remember not the sins (the lapses and frailties) of my youth or my transgressions; according to Your mercy and steadfast love remember me, for Your goodness’ sake, O Lord. 8 Good and upright is the Lord; therefore will He instruct sinners in [His] way. 9 He leads the humble in what is right, and the humble He teaches His way. 10 All the paths of the Lord are mercy and steadfast love, even truth and faithfulness are they for those who keep His covenant and His testimonies. 11 For Your name’s sake, O Lord, pardon my iniquity and my guilt, for [they are] great.12 Who is the man who reverently fears and worships the Lord? Him shall He teach in the way that he should choose. 13 He himself shall dwell at ease, and his offspring shall inherit the land.”

How the Lord cries that we must return unto Him.

Oh, how the Lord wants us to be betrothed unto Him, to call Him husband [Me Ishi] and to seek His face and love.

Bad sadly, we play our games, we keep our distance, we prostitute ourselves with the world, we hold the hand of God and the world, we show our love for God but then we walk in darkness.

How the Lord is calling for a people to sit at His table of feasting, but we have become lovers of injustice, of the pleasures of the flesh, and the ways of this world.

How the Lord cries He wants us, instead we would rather offer Him bribes in terms of money, calling it offerings! He wants our heart, our soul, our time, our attention, our love, our devotion! 

Yet we offer Him money as if to bribe!

No says the Lord, He wants a people who will once again walk in His ways and paths, who show mercy, who show kindness, who walk in honesty and integrity, who hate evil and loves good, who walks by a clean heart and hands (Psalm 24, Psalm 1).

But oh, the Lord is looking for a righteous heart and a righteous endeavour, but we sit before our idols, our lives consume us, we kneel before altars of gold and silver, and we quarrel, we groan, we destroy, we claw at each other like animals, we exploit, we pervert and we fall apart.

Isaiah 1: 11 To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices to Me [unless they are the offering of the heart]? says the Lord. I have had enough of the burnt offerings of rams and the fat of fed beasts [without obedience]; and I do not delight in the blood of bulls or of lambs or of he-goats [without righteousness]. 12 When you come to appear before Me, who requires of you that your [unholy feet] trample My courts? 13 Bring no more offerings of vanity (emptiness, falsity, vainglory, and futility); [your hollow offering of] incense is an abomination to Me; the New Moons and Sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot endure—[it is] iniquity and profanation, even the solemn meeting. 14 Your New Moon festivals and your [hypocritical] appointed feasts My soul hates. They are an oppressive burden to Me; I am weary of bearing them. 15 And when you spread forth your hands [in prayer, imploring help], I will hide My eyes from you; even though you make many prayers, I will not hear. Your hands are full of blood! 16 Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; put away the evil of your doings from before My eyes! Cease to do evil, 17 Learn to do right! Seek justice, relieve the oppressed, and correct the oppressor. Defend the fatherless, plead for the widow. 18 Come now, and let us reason together, says the Lord. Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall be like wool. 19 If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land; 20 But if you refuse and rebel, you will be devoured by the sword. For the mouth of the Lord has spoken it.

How the Lord cries for a people who love His ways, for the ways of the Lord has never changed! Throughout the days of the Old Testament, the Lord called His people to take care of the poor and the needy, to show respect for the elderly, to protect and nurture the children, and to resist any oppression, bribery, unfairness, iniquity, or any injustice. He called for fairness, honesty, hope and love to prevail! He is Shalom, who makes us whole and at peace, but we walk not in Shalom for we live for ourselves and so crush the meek and the mild. 

Today, children are abused, the hungry grow hungrier, the oppressed even more imprisoned and the lost keep losing their way.

Do we think anything has changed? No, for God has never changed. Why are we so stubborn in our ways? Does the Lord not call us to love, to fear Him, to resist the proud, to walk humbly, to be a vessel of honour, to worship Him alone and to love each other?

This is Lord, and He shall not be mocked. Galatians 6: 7 Do not be deceived and deluded and misled; God will not allow Himself to be sneered at (scorned, disdained, or mocked by mere pretensions or professions, or by His precepts being set aside.) [He inevitably deludes himself who attempts to delude God.] For whatever a man sows, that and that only is what he will reap. 8 For he who sows to his own flesh (lower nature, sensuality) will from the flesh reap decay and ruin and destruction, but he who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. 9 And let us not lose heart and grow weary and faint in acting nobly and doing right, for in due time and at the appointed season we shall reap, if we do not loosen and relax our courage and faint.

How quickly do we not forget that we must first seek the Kingdom of God and His Righteousness (Matthew 6: 33).

How quickly do we forget God will spit out the lukewarm? Revelations 3: 15 I know your [record of] works and what you are doing; you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were cold or hot!

How quickly do we forget the teaching of Jesus in Matthew 6: 24 No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will stand by and be devoted to the one and despise and be against the other. You cannot serve God and mammon (deceitful riches, money, possessions, or whatever is trusted in).

How easily do we not forget the cry of Elijah on Mount Carmel when facing the prophets of Baal? "I Kings 18: 21 Elijah came near to all the people and said, How long will you halt and limp between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him! But if Baal, then follow him. And the people did not answer him a word."

We have to choose says the Lord! We need to choose. Either we will serve Him or Baal. There is no other option.

For it says in Hosea 2 when speaking of Israel’s idolatry and sins: "1 [Hosea], say to your brethren, Ammi [or You-are-my-people], and to your sisters, Ruhamah [or You-have-been-pitied-and-have-obtained-mercy]. 2 Plead with your mother [your nation]; plead, for she is not My wife and I am not her Husband; [plead] that she put away her [marks of] harlotry from her face and her adulteries from between her breasts, 3 Lest I strip her naked and make her as in the day she was born, and make her as a wilderness and set her like a parched land and slay her with thirst. 4 Yes, for her children I will have no love nor pity nor mercy, for they are the children of harlotry.5 For their mother has played the harlot; she who conceived them has done shamefully, for she said, I will go after my lovers that give me my food and my water, my wool and my flax, my oil and my refreshing drinks.6 Therefore, behold, I [the Lord God] will hedge up her way [even yours, O Israel] with thorns; and I will build a wall against her that she shall not find her paths.7 And she shall follow after her lovers but she shall not overtake them; and she shall seek them [inquiring for and requiring them], but shall not find them. Then shall she say, Let me go and return to my first husband, for then was it better with me than now. 8 For she has not noticed, understood, or realized that it was I [the Lord God] Who gave her the grain and the new wine and the fresh oil, and Who lavished upon her silver and gold which they used for Baal and made into his image. 9 Therefore will I return and take back My grain in the time for it and My new wine in the season for it, and will pluck away and recover My wool and My flax which were to cover her [Israel’s] nakedness. 10 And now will I uncover her lewdness and her shame in the sight of her lovers, and no one shall rescue her out of My hand. 11 I will also cause to cease all her mirth, her feastmaking, her New Moons, her Sabbaths, and all her solemn feasts and appointed festive assemblies. 12 And I will lay waste and destroy her vines and her fig trees of which she has said, These are my reward or loose woman’s hire that my lovers have given me; and I will make [her plantations] an inaccessible forest, and the wild beasts of the open country shall eat them. 13 And I will visit [punishment] upon her for the feast days of the Baals, when she burned incense to them and decked herself with her earrings and nose rings and her jewelry and went after her lovers and forgot Me, says the Lord. 14 Therefore, behold, I will allure her [Israel] and bring her into the wilderness, and I will speak tenderly and to her heart. 15 There I will give her her vineyards and make the Valley of Achor [troubling] to be for her a door of hope and expectation. And she shall sing there and respond as in the days of her youth and as at the time when she came up out of the land of Egypt. 16 And it shall be in that day, says the Lord, that you will call Me Ishi [my Husband], and you shall no more call Me Baali [my Baal]. 17 For I will take away the names of Baalim [the Baals] out of her mouth, and they shall no more be mentioned or seriously remembered by their name. 18 And in that day will I make a covenant for Israel with the living creatures of the open country and with the birds of the heavens and with the creeping things of the ground. And I will break the bow and the sword and [abolish battle equipment and] conflict out of the land and will make you lie down safely. 19 And I will betroth you to Me forever; yes, I will betroth you to Me in righteousness and justice, in steadfast love, and in mercy. 20 I will even betroth you to Me in stability and in faithfulness, and you shall know (recognize, be acquainted with, appreciate, give heed to, and cherish) the Lord. 21 And in that day I will respond, says the Lord; I will respond to the heavens [which ask for rain to pour on the earth], and they shall respond to the earth [which begs for the rain it needs], 22 And the earth shall respond to the grain and the wine and the oil [which beseech it to bring them forth], and these shall respond to Jezreel [restored Israel, who prays for a supply of them]. 23 And I will sow her for Myself anew in the land, and I will have love, pity, and mercy for her who had not obtained love, pity, and mercy; and I will say to those who were not My people, You are My people, and they shall say, You are my God!"

Even today, we walk not in the ways of God, but in the ways of the world. We are the harlots when we lay down with the world, when we lust after the things of the world and when our hearts are not full of God’s Glory! How the Lord cries for us to return unto Him.

Indeed, the Lord gives us the grain and the new wine and the fresh oil, and who lavishes upon us silver and gold, but like Israel, we take God’s gifts to feed our idols and to feed the Self and to seek the ways of the world. 

Hear we not as the Lord speaks? Blessed are those who have an ear to hear what the Lord says.

So the Lord says indeed it is the same today that we go after [our] lovers that give [us] food and water, wool and flax, oil and refreshing drinks. We still hunger and thirst for the hand of the world, and we bow before the world, for we want its gifts and offerings. But the Lord says no my children, come to me, for again He the Lord God will hedge up her [we His people] way with thorns; and I will build a wall against her [we the people of God] that she shall not find her paths ... And she [we the people of God] shall follow after her lovers but she shall not overtake the; and she shall seek them [inquiring for and requiring them], but shall not find them.

This is still true cries the Lord. For Romans 1 confirms this. When we walk in rebellion, not seeking the Lord, we will continually run after our lovers – the things of this world – but we shall not find our fill or joy, we will only find thorns and we will lose our way. 

In rebellion we shall stray from the path of God, for the path of God is the path of Psalm 23. But in rebellion we fall prey to the night and the terrors of darkness, but for those who hope in the Lord they shall soar and be content (Psalm 91, Isaiah 40).

Seek the ancient of paths says the Lord, seek the ancient of ways (Jeremiah 16), and we will find our way once again.

And so it says in "Micah 3: 1 And I [Micah] said, Hear, I pray you, you heads of Jacob and rulers of the house of Israel! Is it not for you to know justice? - 2 You who hate the good and love the evil, who pluck and steal the skin from off [My people] and their flesh from off their bones; 3 Yes, you who eat the flesh of my people and strip their skin from off them, who break their bones and chop them in pieces as for the pot, like meat in a big kettle. 4 Then will they cry to the Lord, but He will not answer them; He will even hide His face from them at that time, because they have made their deeds evil. 5 Thus says the Lord: Concerning the false prophets who make My people err, when they have anything good to bite with their teeth they cry, Peace; and whoever gives them nothing to chew, against him they declare a sanctified war. 6 Therefore it shall be night to you, so that you shall have no vision; yes, it shall be dark to you without divination. And the sun shall go down over the false prophets, and the day shall be black over them. 7 And the seers shall be put to shame and the diviners shall blush and be confounded; yes, they shall all cover their lips, for there is no answer from God. 8 But truly I [Micah] am full of power, of the Spirit of the Lord, and of justice and might, to declare to Jacob his transgression and to Israel his sin. 9 Hear this, I pray you, you heads of the house of Jacob and rulers of the house of Israel, who abhor and reject justice and pervert all equity, 10 Who build up Zion with blood and Jerusalem with iniquity. 11 Its heads judge for reward and a bribe and its priests teach for hire and its prophets divine for money; yet they lean on the Lord and say, Is not the Lord among us? No evil can come upon us. 

Woe indeed says the Lord regarding the priests in His Sanctuary who still today teach for hire and its prophets divine for money. Indeed says the Lord, yet they are full of pride saying no evil can come upon them.

The Lord comes against those who still want to speak falsely, act falsely, and those who advocate sin. He calls for justice, but He finds injustice. He calls for purity, but finds idolatry. He calls for liberty, but finds oppression."

As in the days of Isaiah 11, so it should be once again. Isaiah prophesises about the Spirit of the Lord upon Jesus, and the ministry that will unfold: 1 And there shall come forth a Shoot out of the stock of Jesse [David’s father], and a Branch out of his roots shall grow and bear fruit. 2 And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him—the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the reverential and obedient fear of the Lord - 3 And shall make Him of quick understanding, and His delight shall be in the reverential and obedient fear of the Lord. And He shall not judge by the sight of His eyes, neither decide by the hearing of His ears; 4 But with righteousness and justice shall He judge the poor and decide with fairness for the meek, the poor, and the downtrodden of the earth; and He shall smite the earth and the oppressor with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He shall slay the wicked. 5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of His waist and faithfulness the girdle of His loins. 

The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is also upon us (Isaiah 61) to preach the Good News, to proclaim liberty of the captives, and to bind up the broken-hearted. The same Spirit is upon us – the same Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the reverential and obedient fear of the Lord.

The same Spirit shall make [us] of quick understanding, and [our] delight shall be in the reverential and obedient fear of the Lord. Indeed, as with Jesus, we shall not judge by the sight of our eyes, neither decide by the hearing of our ears; but with righteousness and justice shall we judge the poor and decide with fairness for the meek, the poor, and the downtrodden of the earth. 

We are also called to smite the earth and the oppressor with the rod of our mouth, and with the breath of our lips we shall slay the wicked. Indeed, righteousness shall be the girdle of our waist and faithfulness the girdle of our loins! 

The Lord loves justice and those who do what is fair and right. Proverbs 6 says, "16 These six things the Lord hates, indeed, seven are an abomination to Him: 17 A proud look [the spirit that makes one overestimate himself and underestimate others], a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 18 A heart that manufactures wicked thoughts and plans, feet that are swift in running to evil, 19 A false witness who breathes out lies [even under oath], and he who sows discord among his brethren."

Has the Lord ever changed? No, He is still the same God who calls for a people who will once again call Him Ishi [my Husband], and no longer Me Baali [my Baal].

Paul’s cry was for the children of God to walk in the conduct of the Spirit, in Truth and in righteousness. Read Ephesians 4 and 5, and also Colossians 3.

Indeed, those who belong to Christ Jesus (the Messiah) have crucified the flesh (the godless human nature) with its passions and appetites and desires.

And so Paul cries out in Galatians 5: 25 If we live by the [Holy] Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. [If by the Holy Spirit we have our life in God, let us go forward walking in line, our conduct controlled by the Spirit.] 26 Let us not become vainglorious and self-conceited, competitive and challenging and provoking and irritating to one another, envying and being jealous of one another.

Ah, says the Lord, when we truly choose, when we truly hunger and thirst for Him, when we ready to take His hand and let the world go, when we truly allow the world to be behind us and the cross before us, the following heart’s cry of the Lord rings forever true ... 19 And I will betroth you to Me forever; yes, I will betroth you to Me in righteousness and justice, in steadfast love, and in mercy. 20 I will even betroth you to Me in stability and in faithfulness, and you shall know (recognize, be acquainted with, appreciate, give heed to, and cherish) the Lord. 21 And in that day I will respond, says the Lord; I will respond to the heavens [which ask for rain to pour on the earth], and they shall respond to the earth [which begs for the rain it needs],

What is a true disciple?

A true disciple walks in authority. This is a fact. A true disciple walks in God’s anointing, in God’s power, in God’s ways and truth.

Indeed, through the death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus, the power of God has been set loose in the hearts of the righteous, for God lives in us. This outpour of authority was sealed with the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. The same authority, which is referred to in the New Testament concerning all the first disciples such as the chosen 12 disciples, down to Peter and Paul, still applies to today’s followers of Christ.

When we are not walking in authority, or manifesting holiness or our sanctification, then the problem is not with God, but with us.  A true disciple manifests God’s Presence, for a true disciple is submitted to God’s way and will. 

It is concerning that so many people are not still in bondage, and then the question has to be asked are they truly disciples of God or are they walking after religion or are they still holding on the Self?

A disciple is the one, despite age, upbringing, past, sins or intellect, who accepts Jesus as the one who died on the cross for our salvation and redemption, and then commits to following God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit with little thought of the self. A disciple is committed to the dying end to the teachings and the truths that have been taught through Jesus Christ. 

Nearly two thousand years ago, Jesus Christ spoke the words, “Come, follow me,” drawing to himself a group of men that would follow him during the years of his earthly ministry. Those twelve disciples would quickly multiply to thousands in just a matter of years. Today, there are millions of people around the world that consider themselves disciples of Jesus Christ. Are all these people really disciples of Jesus? 

A quick study of the word that is translated into English as “disciple” yields some good information that will provide a base for studying what Jesus meant and how he applied the word. 

The word in Greek is transliterated mathetes (literally, the learning one) and is derived from the verb manthano which means “to learn”. Gleaning the information from the Greek words one finds that a disciple is a person that not only gains knowledge from the teacher but also acts upon it. It is sad to say that this basic definition already disqualifies many so-called disciples of Christ. Many people know much about what Jesus taught but never put it into action. 

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

Matthew 28 is the fundamental instruction for all disciples, no matter our ministry of calling. We have to evangelize and tell the world the Good News. It is our responsibility to lead others along the right path to the cross.  The Great Commission is the great purpose for all disciples, but then again, we need to first identify who is a true disciple.

First, Jesus connects His disciples to the word of God. He says in John 14:15, “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” Part of being a disciple of Christ, and to show our love for Him, is to listen to the commandments that He gave and to do them. 

We see this idea illustrated in Jesus' dealings with the rich man found in the Gospels. The young man said that he had followed all of the commands of God, but when Jesus gave Him the specific command to sell his possessions and to follow Him, the man went away sad because he had much. A true disciple will obey no matter the personal cost.

Jesus also said, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed,” (John 8:31). Not only is a follower of Christ to merely listen to the commands of God but to abide in His word. The word translated as abide is also translated continue, dwell, remain, stand. This means that a disciple hears the word of the Lord, aligns himself with it, and then continues to stay in agreement with it. A true disciple is one that listens to the commands of Jesus and invests himself fully in the words of the Lord.

A true disciple not only abides in the word of Christ but has a different perspective on his relationships with family and Jesus himself. In reference to the family Jesus said, “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple,” (Luke 14:26).

On another occasion Jesus said in "Matthew 10: 34 Do not think that I have come to bring peace upon the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to part asunder a man from his father, and a daughter from her mother, and a [newly married wife from her mother-in-law -36 And a man’s foes will be they of his own household. 37 He who loves [and takes more pleasure in] father or mother more than [in] Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves [and takes more pleasure in] son or daughter more than [in] Me is not worthy of Me; 38 And he who does not take up his cross and follow Me [cleave steadfastly to Me, conforming wholly to My example in living and, if need be, in dying also] is not worthy of Me."

Jesus is quite clear from these statements that a disciple of his must not value any other relationship higher than their relationship with Him. If any other human relationship takes pre-eminence than that person is not a true disciple. As Jesus said they are, “not worthy of me.” 

Consider also the following words in "Luke 14:33 So then, any of you who does not forsake (renounce, surrender claim to, give up, say good-bye to) all that he has cannot be My disciple." In this small statement, Jesus obliterates the idea that there is anything that a person could hold onto while pursuing Christ. As the Apostles did, leaving their nets, their financial security, their families, everything, and so do all that follow Christ. It says in Matthew 6:24 that a man cannot serve two masters. A disciple, therefore, leaves behind everything to follow the Master.

Jesus did command that every one that is to be a devoted disciple of His to put all relationships and possessions in second place to Him, but that is not all that is to be left behind. The disciple's own life is not to be held higher than Jesus Christ. “For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it,” (Matthew 16:25). 

Probably the most important teaching that Jesus gave upon what it takes to be a disciple is written in "Luke 14:27: Whoever does not persevere and carry his own cross and come after (follow) Me cannot be My disciple."

This calls for dying with Christ—dying to the old attitudes of envy and strife and jealousy and anger and selfishness and pride, and turning to follow Jesus in newness of life. When we make disciples we bid people to come and die to their old, destructive ways and to live for Jesus, who loved them and gave himself for them. 

All of this leads to the ultimate goal of any disciple: to be just like his master. Matthew 10: 24 A disciple is not above his teacher, nor is a servant or slave above his master. 25 It is sufficient for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant or slave like his master. If they have called the Master of the house Beelzebub [master of the dwelling], how much more will they speak evil of those of His household.

Jesus mentions two ways to tell if a person is a true disciple of Christ. The first is fruit-bearing. In John 15:8 Jesus says, “By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.” This passage is just one of many where Jesus makes this idea clear (Matthew 3:8, 10; 7:17; 12:33; 13:23; Mark 4:20; Luke 3:9; 6:43; 8:14). A disciple is therefore known by the fact that his life continues to produce the things of God. The fruit is described by Paul as fruit that leads “to holiness and the end, everlasting life” (Romans 6:22). When a person has this fruit then he may consider himself a true disciple. 

The second is found in John 13:35, “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” This is probably the ultimate test of a disciple: the love test. In our world today, many people claim the status of a disciple of Jesus Christ and yet have nothing to with his Church. 

Truly then, if we begin to walk as God’s disciples, then we will be walking in God’s authority to His glory. A true disciple is one who has died to the self, who love others, who strive to be like the master, who places God first and who strives to be a humble servant of the Kingdom. 

A true disciple is one who trusts and has faith in God. Faith is to believe God can, and trust is to believe God will act on His Word. A true disciple seeks the Lord’s guidance day and night, always willing to lay down the self to gain the glory of God.

A believer should be a follower. A believer should be a disciple. A disciple should be a follower and a doer of God’s Word, commandments, and teachings. A disciple walks in love, carries his cross, denies the self, lives for others, walks in Spirit and Truth, obeys, is faithful and strives every day to manifest God’s glory and holiness by turning away from wickedness and evil. A disciple follows God’s direction and guidance. A disciple is submitted unto God, seeking a path of manifested sanctification and glorification.

When Jesus had called the Twelve together He gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and heal the sick (Luke 9:1-2). This still applies to the true disciples today, but we need to obey and stay faithful to God.

Matthew 16: 5 And He said to them, Go into all the world and preach and publish openly the good news (the Gospel) to every creature [of the whole human race]. 16 He who believes [who adheres to and trusts in and relies on the Gospel and Him Whom it sets forth] and is baptized will be saved [from the penalty of eternal death]; but he who does not believe [who does not adhere to and trust in and rely on the Gospel and Him Whom it sets forth] will be condemned. 17 And these attesting signs will accompany those who believe: in My name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new languages; 18 They will pick up serpents; and [even] if they drink anything deadly, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will get well. 19 So then the Lord Jesus, after He had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and He sat down at the right hand of God.20 And they went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord kept working with them and confirming the message by the attesting signs and miracles that closely accompanied [it]. Amen (so be it).

And how about John 14: 12 I assure you, most solemnly I tell you, if anyone steadfastly believes in Me, he will himself be able to do the things that I do; and he will do even greater things than these, because I go to the Father. 13 And I will do [I Myself will grant] whatever you ask in My Name [as presenting all that I AM], so that the Father may be glorified and extolled in (through) the Son. 14 [Yes] I will grant [I Myself will do for you] whatever you shall ask in My Name [as presenting all that I AM].

The authority of the disciple is awesome, powerful, and exciting because Christ is alive. He lives within us, and we are empowered, led, and guided by the Holy Spirit.

Yet, why are so few really exercising this authority? Jesus did not give this authority only to the initial chosen 12, but also to every disciple to ever follow. It means, as children of God today, it is the same as if Christ had personally laid His hand upon his shoulder and spoke those very words to be found in the Gospels to you directly.

"Isaiah 61:1: The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives, and release from darkness for the prisoners."

This was a prophecy about Jesus Christ, which was fulfilled by the coming of Christ. Isaiah 61 speaks of the authority that rest on Christ. The authority on earth through Christ is then used to establish the Kingdom of God through signs and wonders, such as the healing of the sick, driving out demons and also boldly preaching the good news.

It was made possible, not only because Jesus is the Son of God, but because He was empowered by the Holy Spirit. Christ has transferred that authority to the disciples, and we are empowered by the same Holy Spirit, so we should write Isaiah 61 on our hearts and live it!

When we again consider what it means to be a disciple, then we must also consider that we need to always grow as a disciple. As we grow closer to God, then we grow into maturity and by that growth we manifest greater authority and holiness. You grow by dying more in yourself, by following with greater enthusiasm and dedication the ways of the Lord, and by fulfilling the duties or obligations of what Jesus has taught us to do.

You see, God will not give a 5-year-old child a mighty spiritual weapon; neither will he arm an unrighteous or untrustworthy person with a mighty arsenal. As immature children of God, which is the same as being a child of very young age, we can’t handle the responsibility of such power, and neither will a man who is not in right standing with God, be entrusted with a mighty authority, which functions on the spiritual realm.

If we are certain that we breathe and live discipleship, and have the willingness, hunger, thirst and desire to live in Christ, then we will walk in the authority of God. Authority is set free by faith, and faith comes when we walk closer to God. 

As disciples in our diapers, we have authority, but the depth is shallow. When we are soaked in God’s Presence through submission and obedience, we can then do so much more effectively to fulfil the Great Commission.

If we however grow stagnant in our maturity, we will grow stagnant in walking in the fullness of God’s authority!

As we grow into the authority and power of Christ, we must then also learn to handle His glory. We have to allow God to equip us so that we can exercise the authority in accordance to the will and the Word of God! This is done through constant prayer (Ephesians 6:18) and reading, meditating, studying, speaking, and living the Word of God.

Through prayer and through the Word of God, we become equipped spiritually, we become empowered, and then God will show us how to use the authority with responsibility and with a pure heart, but in time.  The Holy Spirit is ready to empower us like a lightning bolt through our system, but we have to die in ourselves and give ours all for God.

God is not selfish, so we can’t be selfish. The authority invested in Christ, therefore in us, is not only for our own growth, but we have to ultimately use it for the edifying of the Body of Christ and exercising the authority to fulfil our duties as written in the four Gospels. Once we are equipped and taught the mechanisms behind the authority, we would know how to effectively use it within the Spirit of God in our ministry and calling.

Now, as a growing disciple, who is fully armed, fully taught in God’s wisdom, you might still find the authority is not yet alive within your being. We have to set free the authority. We read in the Word how the 12 disciples were perplexed why they couldn’t exercise the same power of Jesus when Jesus said to them “you of little faith.”

I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, “Move from here to there” and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you (Matthew 17:20). Through faith and love, we are capable to do the impossible! 

This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins (I John 4:10).

"If I speak the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging symbol. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing" (I Corinthians 13:1-2).

We need love in our hearts in everything we do for God because God is love and He desires healing, salvation, and deliverance for His people. We can have all the faith, but without love, mountains will not move.  

The authority of the disciples is designed to bring back hope, faith, and love, and through wonders and miracles, and through the Gospel, lead people to Christ. God, however, will not allow His authority to be abused and misused for anything unrighteous, and which is not to the glory of the Father, and certainly not the Kingdom of God. With love and pure motives, we will set the authority free to glorify and magnify the King of kings! 

Once we grasp the concept that God wants us to exercise our authority, because it has been given to those who are the children of God, then through faith, love, prayer and the Word of God, we will effectively and with power follow Jesus Christ.

Paul and Peter were among the early disciples who fully exercised this authority, not because they were special, but because they sacrificed all for God. It is time that we walk in the authority of the disciple because Jesus Christ has placed that authority on us to liberate a broken and enslaved world. 

It is time that we stop chasing after miracles and signs, hoping to catch God’s glory and his presence. That is not how it works. As disciple who walks in authority, signs and wonders have to follow us because through these miraculous deeds of faith and love, the glory of God will be revealed and will lead the lost to Christ.

It is time we walk in God’s Glory to His glory!

Ephesians 3: 16 May He grant you out of the rich treasury of His glory to be strengthened and reinforced with mighty power in the inner man by the [Holy] Spirit [Himself indwelling your innermost being and personality]. 17 May Christ through your faith [actually] dwell (settle down, abide, make His permanent home) in your hearts! May you be rooted deep in love and founded securely on love, 18 That you may have the power and be strong to apprehend and grasp with all the saints [God’s devoted people, the experience of that love] what is the breadth and length and height and depth [of it]; 19 [That you may really come] to know [practically, through experience for yourselves] the love of Christ, which far surpasses mere knowledge [without experience]; that you may be filled [through all your being] unto all the fullness of God [may have the richest measure of the divine Presence, and become a body wholly filled and flooded with God Himself]!

Colossians 1: 9 For this reason we also, from the day we heard of it, have not ceased to pray and make [special] request for you, [asking] that you may be filled with the full (deep and clear) knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom [in comprehensive insight into the ways and purposes of God] and in understanding and discernment of spiritual things-10 That you may walk (live and conduct yourselves) in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him and desiring to please Him in all things, bearing fruit in every good work and steadily growing and increasing in and by the knowledge of God [with fuller, deeper, and clearer insight,  acquaintance, and recognition]. 11 [We pray] that you may be invigorated and strengthened with all power according to the might of His glory, [to exercise] every kind of endurance and patience (perseverance and forbearance) with joy, 12 Giving thanks to the Father, Who has qualified and made us fit to share the portion which is the inheritance of the saints (God’s holy people) in the Light. 13 [The Father] has delivered and drawn us to Himself out of the control and the dominion of darkness and has transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 In Whom we have our redemption through His blood, [which means] the forgiveness of our sins.

Christ lives in us all, so where we go, Christ goes, the power goes, we just have to set the authority free and see the sick rise, the lost saved, the captives go free and the brokenhearted liberated.

It is time for us to be true disciples, walking in authority, walking in the Spirit, walking in Truth, because then we will be liberated and free in the Spirit to rise above the challenges to set others free.

A Disciple in the Image of the Lord

Colossians 1: 16 For it was in Him that all things were created, in heaven and on earth, things seen and things unseen, whether thrones, dominions, rulers, or authorities; all things were created and exist through Him [by His service, intervention] and in and for Him. 17 And He Himself existed before all things, and in Him all things consist (cohere, are held together). 18 He also is the Head of [His] body, the church; seeing He is the Beginning, the Firstborn from among the dead, so that He alone in everything and in every respect might occupy the chief place [stand first and be preeminent]. 19 For it has pleased [the Father] that all the divine fullness (the sum total of the divine perfection, powers, and attributes) should dwell in Him permanently. 20 And God purposed that through (by the service, the intervention of) Him [the Son] all things should be completely reconciled back to Himself, whether on earth or in heaven, as through Him, [the Father] made peace by means of the blood of His cross. 21 And although you at one time were estranged and alienated from Him and were of hostile attitude of mind in your wicked activities, 22 Yet now has [Christ, the Messiah] reconciled [you to God] in the body of His flesh through death, in order to present you holy and faultless and irreproachable in His [the Father’s] presence. 23 [And this He will do] provided that you continue to stay with and in the faith [in Christ], well-grounded and settled and steadfast, not shifting or moving away from the hope [which rests on and is inspired by] the glad tidings (the Gospel), which you heard and which has been preached [as being designed for and offered without restrictions] to every person under heaven, and of which [Gospel] I, Paul, became a minister. 24 [Even] now I rejoice in the midst of my sufferings on your behalf. And in my own person I am making up whatever is still lacking and remains to be completed [on our part] of Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of His body, which is the church. 25 In it I became a minister in accordance with the divine stewardship which was entrusted to me for you [as its object and for your benefit], to make the Word of God fully known [among you] - 26 The mystery of which was hidden for ages and generations [from angels and men], but is now revealed to His holy people (the saints), 27 To whom God was pleased to make known how great for the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ within and among you, the Hope of [realizing the] glory. 28 Him we preach and proclaim, warning and admonishing everyone and instructing everyone in all wisdom (comprehensive insight into the ways and purposes of God), that we may present every person mature (full-grown, fully initiated, complete, and perfect) in Christ (the Anointed One).
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