

        [image: ]




Endorsements


“I’m so glad that the rest of the world gets to read “Morning Manna” now. I have been built up, torn down, challenged, and amused through the years by the thoughtful musings from a true teacher. This compilation of Dr. Dan’s Monday Morning Manna will give you a daily boost in your walk with the Lord.”  


Dave Butts, Chairman,
America’s National Prayer Committee


“Dr. Crawford has been a friend whose advice I admire. His Morning Manna has encouraged me often when I needed something to cheer me and has convicted me when I needed to change. He delights in sharing fun facts and true words. I am thrilled that Dan's thoughts now fill a book that we can read every day!”  


Sharon L. Gresham, Founder and Director of 
Ashes to Crowns Ministries


“As you read this book, you will discover my friend and colleague Dan Crawford as a teacher-professor, a biblical-preacher, a story-telling writer, a "devoted to prayer" disciple. Every morning will be a brief but deep-in-the-soul adventure. And one of those days, you'll discover you too have a new friend and a colleague on your journey into Christ.”  


Phil Miglioratti, Community Coordinator,
Pray Network, Discipleship Network, and LOVE2020.com


 


"This book contains a generous supply of the wit, wisdom and inspiration I always receive from Dan Crawford's writing/teaching. I've appreciated Dr. Crawford's ministry for many years now, and know that this book is bound to bless!"  


Eddie Smith, President,
U.S. Prayer Center 


“Morning Manna delivers a good dose of wisdom served up with warmth and humor. Dr. Crawford draws from his years of walking with Jesus to share insights for daily life, leadership and ministry. Sure to delight and challenge!


Dr. Craig O'Brien, Pastor, Chaplain, Church Planter, Vancouver, Canada


 


“I have been reading Dr. Dan’s Monday Morning Manna from the beginning, and have looked forward to receiving it each week.  I have found it to be encouraging, humorous, inspiring, and thought provoking, and know you will enjoy using this book of morning manna.”  


Lynn Sasser, Pastor and Missionary, Mexico City 


“Dr. Dan has shown daily discipline in writing concise spiritual explanations and illustrations of life in our real world.  Those "Manna" musings have blessed, amused, challenged, convicted my wife and I to look at ourselves in God's mirror, and we need that. We are so happy they are now printed in this daily devotional.”


Bob McEachern, Retired Missionary 


“As a long-time reader of Dr. Crawford's online Monday Morning Manna, I'm thrilled to see this collection of inspiration, wit, and wisdom in book form. I can tell you to expect nuggets of spiritual truth in a concise, easy-to-understand format. You will enjoy and grow from this book.”


Dr. Vicki Gilliam, Retired Educator 


“Dr. Dan's Morning Manna is might near as habit forming as coffee-drinking, but it's a great way to start a day just as coffee! He writes in the manner of Erma Bombeck; somewhere along the way, his meanderings bring smiles. I'm a blessed person for the reading, just as I believe he's blessed for the writing. He's a good 'un!”  


Dr. Don Newbury, Chancellor, Howard Payne University


“Dr. Dan has a gift for making a relatable point that lingers through the day. I am so glad that he has compiled Morning Manna into book form so I can review old favorites and be inspired again.”


Elaine Helms, Author, Prayer Without Limits 


“Dan Crawford's Morning Manna is a pithy and realistic collection of daily thoughts which have arisen out of his expansive life of service and study as a Christian leader.  He tackles the difficult and practical issues with which we all have to deal with and for which we all need direction.  His Texas humor is refreshing and is the ‘spoonful of sugar that makes the medicine go down.’ Read...reflect...enjoy.”  


Dr. Al Meredith, Senior Pastor, Retired


 


"Refreshing, creative, funny, thought-provoking, renewing...what a great way to begin each day in the presence of the Lord! Dan Crawford combines devotional thoughts with a lifetime of personal experience and ministry - the result is a smile, centering one's life in the love of God, and walking through the day with confidence and obedience. A great resource for daily reading and meditation!"


Bonnie E. Hearon, Strategy Coordinator, Global Gates
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Dedicated to my wife, Joanne, 
with whom I have been privileged to 
share “Manna” for more than 50 years.




Introduction


The real challenge of living the Christian life is that it is so daily. Yesterday is a part of reflection, victories celebrated, mistakes made, lessons learned. We build on it, but we can’t live in it. Tomorrow is a part of hope, victories anticipated, goals attained.  We can anxiously await it but we can’t live there.  Today is where we live. Today we need commitment. Today we need inspiration. Today we need challenge. Today we are called by God to intimacy, to service, to minister.  Today we need God’s provision. In the past, God’s daily provision was given in the form of “manna” provided each morning, as nourishment for the day, with enough only for that day.


In the Old Testament days, as the Israelites wandered in the wilderness, God provided daily nourishment for them, called “Manna.” It was provided each morning, just enough for that day, except on the sixth day when two days’ supply was provided, so as not to violate a Sabbath law (Exodus 16:23-24). “Manna” is a Hebrew word described in the Bible as “a small round substance, as fine as frost on the ground” (Exodus 16:14) and further, “it was like white coriander seed, and the taste of it was like wafers made with honey” (Exodus 16:31). Its provision was described as, “when the dew fell on the camp in the night, the manna fell on it” (Numbers 11:9). The Scripture says, “They gathered it every morning, every man according to his need. And when the sun became hot, it melted” (Exodus 16:21). Numbers 11:8 adds, “People went about and gathered it, ground it on millstones or beat it in the mortar, cooked it in pans, and made cakes of it.” Exodus 16:15 tells us that “when the children of Israel saw it, they said to one another, ‘What is it?’ For they did not know what it was”. The word “manna” is believed to have been derived from the question “man hu” meaning “what is it.” Moses informed them, “This is the bread which the Lord has given you to eat” (Exodus 16:15). This provision of manna continued for forty years until the Israelites reached the promise land (Exodus 16:35) after which a small amount was kept in a golden pot in the Tabernacle (Exodus 16:32-34).


In the biblical days following, the Psalmist wrote that God, “rained down manna on them to eat, and gave them of the bread of heaven. Men ate angels’ food” (Psalm 78:24-25). The disciples reminded Jesus, “Our fathers ate the manna in the desert” (John 6:31). The writer of Hebrews wrote of “the ark of the covenant overlaid on all sides with gold, in which were the golden pot that had the manna” (Hebrews 9:4). Through the years of Christian history, manna has been a symbol of God’s divine provision of spiritual nourishment.


However, Revelation 2:17 presents a new idea related to manna, “To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat.”  What is “hidden manna” and how does it relate to the manna given by God in Old Testament days?  The theories vary.


 


The idea of the manna being “hidden”:




	

		may be an allusion to the manna which the Hebrews ate in the wilderness, not knowing what it was when they first observed it; 



		or because it was preserved in a golden pot, and kept in the holy place, where it was a secret that only the high priest could see and know; 


		or perhaps, because it was at first hidden under the dew for according to the account the Jews gave of it, a dew first fell on the ground, then the manna on top, and then another dew fell upon the manna; so that there was a dew under it, and a dew over it, hidden. 





One theory proposes that those who are overcoming will be nourished through this earthly existence with "hidden manna," that is, they will be sustained along through the world’s wilderness by the immediate presence and provisions of God.


Then there is the idea, that because the term “hidden manna” is mentioned in Revelation along with the word, “overcomes” it relates to a heaven and eternal reward. The idea is that the souls of those who "overcame" and gained the ultimate victory would be permitted to partake of that spiritual food which is saved for God’s people, to which the angels have access, and they will be nourished forever.


There was, in fact, a tradition among the Jews that the ark of the covenant, the tables of stone, Aaron's rod, the holy anointing oil, and the pot of manna, were hidden by King Josiah when Jerusalem was taken by the Chaldeans; and that these would be restored in the days of the Messiah.


Then there are those who say the two ideas seem to be combined. Jesus Christ is the bread from heaven, the nourishment of the life of believers, the true manna, of which those who eat shall never die (John 6:31-43, John 6:48-51).  He is now withdrawn from our sight, thus “hidden.” Furthermore, the believer's life is hid with Him in God (Colossians 3:3). In this world the souls of believers are nourished with "hidden manna"; in heaven it will be their constant food for all eternity.


Other than the obvious purpose of sustaining the Hebrew people in their wanderings, God had another purpose for manna.  God’s pre-creation plan was that the Hebrew people would be a servant nation, a people though whom God could bless the nations. The modern application of this purpose is that once we are sustained, we are to serve, to minister, to bless.


So, this is a book of unhidden manna – truths revealed and shared – for daily sustenance and inspiration, motivating us to serve.  Yet, even in each days writing, there is more than what is revealed. There is hidden manna.  Thus the revealed manna – bits of spiritual insight designed to jump start a day of ministry and service – is followed with the hidden manna -- a prayer for the reader to complete. All designed to make us better servants of God, blessing the nations.


I challenge you to begin a year of more intense ministry as you partake of the daily manna – hidden and unhidden - provided in this book.





January 1 Another New Year 


Today we turn a page on our calendars. A new year begins. Someone said an optimist stays up until midnight to greet the New Year. A pessimist stays up to be sure the old year departs. There are other differences between optimists and pessimists. Churches have both in their membership.  I ask both groups: Is there a word from God for a new year? As a matter of fact there is and it comes from an ancient source.  As Moses stood on Mt. Nebo and gave his farewell address, Joshua became the leader of God’s people. It was Joshua, not Moses, who would take them into the Promised Land. The Old Testament book of Joshua begins with a message from God to Joshua and continues with Joshua’s message to a people in transition. Joshua’s words are fitting for a new year with all its excitement and uncertainties, its reasons for optimism and for pessimism. “Joshua said to the people, ‘Sanctify yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you’.” (Joshua 3:5) As the calendar turns, what do you need to do to “sanctify” yourself so the Lord can do wonders in and through you in this new year?


Today’s prayer to continue: Lord, I desire to be used for Your purposes this year, so I sanctify myself in the following ways . . .




	
January 2 Giving It All We’ve Got!



I have a number of favorite quotes displayed around my office. A particular one relates well to birthdays, and since I had one last week, I re-read the quote. No one really knows who originally said or wrote it. The most oft quoted version is from Hunter S. Thompson in his book “Hell’s Angels” written in 1966.  Other versions of the quote have been attributed to a Maxine cartoon, to novelist and screenwriter, Mike Frost, and to multiple bloggers with various adjustments to the original. The quote in my office says, “Life is not a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely in a pretty and well-preserved body, but rather to skid in broadside, thoroughly used up, totally worn out and loudly proclaiming–Wow! What a ride!” Maybe the origin of the quote, or at least the idea for the quote goes back to the Apostle Paul, who, toward the end of his life wrote, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7) or better yet, the paraphrase from “The Message,” I’ve run hard right to the finish, believed all the way. All that’s left now is the shouting—God’s applause!” When the end is nearer than the beginning, one thinks of these things. As the new year begins, let’s give it all we’ve got, full speed ahead! OK?


Today’s prayer to continue: Lord, not only do I desire to live today well, but also to finish well.  To that end I want to give it all I’ve got.  Today that means . . . 





January 3 Facebook Praying: Goals and Resolutions



Long ago I stopped making serious New Year’s resolutions. Then a few years ago, my teenage granddaughter challenged me to “get with it and get on Facebook.” I saw little value in some toy created by a Harvard sophomore, but I agreed to do so as a New Year’s resolution. I had also set an earlier goal to spend more time praying for friends. The Bible says, “The Lord restored the fortunes of Job when he prayed for his friends” (Job 42:10 NAS). I certainly had no fortunes needing restoration, nor, fortunately, did I have any “friends” like Job had. I lost some things I wished to have restored and I wanted to do more praying for friends. Little did I know that Facebook would provide that opportunity. Once on Facebook, I added “friends” to my list, almost daily - some long-lost friends. Years later, I’m happy to report a host of Facebook friends for whom I pray on their birthdays, complete with a notice to them of my intercession. I’ve also grouped my friends into sub-groupings that enable me to pray for them in a systematic manner. So thanks to my Facebook New Year’s resolution, I have fulfilled my goal of spending more time praying for my friends. Why should satan be the only one using technology?


Today’s prayer to continue: Today would be a good day, Lord, for me to add friends to my prayer life.  Friends like . . . 




	
January 4 Birthday Paranoia Cured 


I celebrated another birthday last week. I never liked birthdays. When I was young, my birthday was always the occasion for someone else to have fun. On the first birthday I remember, my aunt stood me in front of the TV where some dumb looking clown called out my name, including middle name, in the birthday list. Everyone in the family laughed – except me. Middle name on TV! How embarrassing! One year my birthday party was a trip to the stables and horseback riding. Everyone had fun but me. I had never ridden a horse, have not ridden one since, and unless there are horses in heaven, I will never ride one again. Another year my birthday party was at Playland Park, the forerunner of AstroWorld in southwest Houston. We ate hot dogs and rode the Ferris wheel. I lost my hot dog somewhere on the sharp down-hill turn. As to ever riding another Ferris wheel, see my comment above on horses. Out of Birthday paranoia, I always insist that my birthday be low key with no parties. In fact, my favorite way to spend my birthday is with family, in a quiet restaurant that offers a free birthday meal. That was my story – until Facebook. I now receive hundreds of birthday greetings. Some bring laughter, others bring memory tears. So, I repent. Even birthdays are days that “the Lord has made . . . We will rejoice and be glad in it.” (Psalm 118:24). OK, now I feel better.


Today’s prayer to continue: I need to “rejoice” every day, not just on my birthday. So today, Lord, I rejoice as follows . . .




	
January 5 Plays and Plans that Work 


“Sixty percent of the time, that play always works.” I wondered if I heard that correctly.  A football coach described a play that failed and put his team behind in the score. This time of year how many football games can one watch without going crazy? I’m not sure, but 34 bowl games, plus professional end-of-season and playoff games, plus a high  school all-star game or two and I was close to overdosing on television football. But that’s what he said. Come to think of it, I’ve had days like that, days when I just knew that I had prepared well and planned the day correctly. But at the end of the day, I thought “most of the time, those plans should have worked.” We have plans for the year to come. They should work. They look good on paper. May your plans and mine work for the glory of God in this new year – at least 60% of the time. “May He grant you according to your heart’s desire, and fulfill all your purpose” (Psalm 20:4).


Today’s prayer to continue: Lord, I submit my plans to You. More than the fulfillment of these plans, I want to do Your will. However, “my heart’s desire” today is . . .




	
January 6 Infused 


Some dentists instruct patients to bite down on a tea bag if their gums are bleeding following extraction of a tooth. Other than that, a tea bag is of very little use alone. However, let the tea bag be infused with boiling water and the result is hot tea. This image is reflected in Paul’s words in Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens (infuses) me.” We may not be able to do much with our circumstances, but when we allow our circumstances to be infused with God’s strength, we are strengthened. Do you need to do anything today and not sure how to do it? Allow the Lord to infuse you with His strength. Now that’s a truth on which you can bite down.


Today’s prayer to continue: To be infused with Your strength today, Lord, that means for me to be . . .




	
January 7 Merry Christmas, Again



Merry Christmas!  Am I late? I am if I celebrate Christmas according to the Gregorian calendar (which I do). While all Christians believe that Mary, “brought forth her first-born Son” (Luke 2:7), there is disagreement as to when that happened. Orthodox Christians in Central and Eastern Europe and other parts of the world celebrate Christmas on January 7, according to the Julian calendar. Christmas on January 7 is also known as Old Christmas Day. Eleven days were dropped to make up for the calendar discrepancy that accumulated with the Julian calendar when England and Scotland switched from the Julian to the Gregorian calendar in 1752. Many people, especially in rural areas, did not accept the loss of these 11 days and preferred to use the Julian calendar. Nevertheless, January 7 is a time of reflection, inner thoughts and healing in many eastern European countries. Many Orthodox Christians fast before January 7, which is a day for feasting and enjoying their friends’ and family members’ company. So Merry Christmas to my friends who live and serve in places where today is Christmas Day. And for everyone else, if you didn’t get enough Christmas on December 25, you can celebrate again. 


Today’s prayer to continue: Today, Lord, I celebrate Your birth again.  My gift to you on this day is . . . 




	
January 8 All Things



In five verses, the Apostle Paul uses the phrase “all things” six times (Colossians 1:16-20). You don’t need to have a theological education to know that when one writer uses a phrase that often in that short of a span, he is trying to communicate something about that phrase. In summary, Paul says God put “all things” together in the beginning, God holds “all things” together now and God will ultimately bring “all things” together. Do you have anything in your life that does not fit in the category of “all things”? If so, you can exclude it from the following application - surrender all things to the Lordship of Jesus Christ, who put all things together, holds all things together and will bring all things together and, He will “present you holy, blameless and above approach in His sight (Colossians 1:22).”


Today’s prayer to continue: Lord, acknowledging You put “all things” together, I surrender some things to You today, like . . .




	
January 9 Restored, Then Led 


While I’ve always believed that the Bible was fully inspired by God, lately I’ve been inspired by even the divine arrangement of ideas in the Bible. For instance, the Psalmist – in the Psalm without equal – proclaims God “restores his soul” then goes on to affirm that God leads him “in paths of righteousness” (Psalm 23:3). When I was young, there was a still-popular phrase, from a generation or two before me. Seems folks had a mental image of “getting the cart before the horse” and often warned against such an arrangement. In fact, as I made my plans for the future, my grandfather often cautioned me to avoid getting my cart before my horse. While I did not then, nor do I now, own a cart, nor a horse, I do have a similar problem with more modern terminology. Too often I get the order of scripture backwards. I want to be led in righteous paths, but I don’t want to wait for my soul to be restored. So as you plan your day, be sure you have your cart in its proper alignment or your horse will have great difficulty in finding “righteous” paths.


Today’s prayer to continue: Today Lord, I need to get my priorities in order and rightly aligned with Your priorities, such as . . .




	
January 10 Standing on the Rock



“I’m standing on the Rock” replied the quarterback following the championship football game last week. His answer was in response to a reporter who, for lack of any appropriate question to ask a young man who had just missed the biggest game of his life with an early game injury, asked what it was like to watch this last game in his school’s uniform, from the sidelines. Makes me wonder how much education one has to have to be a sports sideline reporter. But I digress. The full quote was, “I always give God the glory. I never question why things happen the way they do. God is in control of my life, and I know that if nothing else, I’m standing on the Rock.” Not everyone gets to play in the big game. Most don’t make the headlines. The majority live in relative obscurity. To have a celebrity, a two-time Heisman Trophy candidate, a potential pro football player, testify to his faith in the midst of adversity, is a challenge to all of us, whatever team colors we wear and no matter how many fingers we hold up at the end of the game. I hope next time I get knocked down, I can say, “In the time of trouble . . . set me high upon a rock” (Psalm 27:5).


Today’s prayer to continue: Right now Lord, I stand upon the Rock, before this day is over, I just might slip.  When I slip, restore me, especially when my slipping involves . . . 




	
January 11 Prescriptions



Doctors have given me prescriptions for things that ail me and prescriptions that supplement my lifestyle. I have needed both. So did John. Exiled on Patmos, he was hurting as well as in need of a supplemental spiritual boost. When he began to write the Revelation, he got both and in so doing offered us a prescription for praise. The very mention of the name of Jesus (Revelation 1:5) caused John to offer praise for three attributes of the Lord. John was reminded that Jesus loved him – past, present and future. Because of that love, Jesus had liberated, loosed, freed, and washed John from his sin. Having been loved and liberated, John then discovered that Jesus adopted him into His family and that lineage made him a priest able to communicate directly with God. Having praised the Lord, John had the curtain opened and God showed him what heaven would be like. That should have cured his ailments and supplemented his lifestyle! The Psalmist says God inhabits the praise of his people (Psalm 22:3). God sure inhabited the praise of John! So, take a praise prescription today and enjoy God’s presence inhabiting your life.


Today’s prayer to continue: Lord, acknowledging that praise has to do with Your attributes, I praise you today for being . . .




	
January 12 Connectivity 


To the charge that I am computer illiterate, I plead guilty. However, as long as I have friends who understand computers and can keep me in line, I am okay. One thing that concerns me about computer people is their language. Not because it’s obscene, but because it’s unknown by most of the rest of us. Recently, a computer technician stopped by my office and asked, “How’s your connectivity?” I thought of several cute responses but decided to not use any of them. Later I looked up “connectivity” in the dictionary and found: “The state of being connected.” With that profound definition, I concluded that I am rich. No, not in possessions. Jesus said, “One’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses (Luke 8:15).” I am rich in connectivity – to an awesome God, to a wonderful family, to a great church and to a host of faithful friends. How’s your connectivity today?


Today’s prayer to continue: Thank You Lord for allowing me to be connected to You. I am also thankful today for other connections like . . .




	
January 13 Mountain Tops and
Flat Lands 


It is so easy to prize the peaceful times of private, direct communion with God. The disciples of Jesus had such an experience on the Mount of Transfiguration (Luke 9:27-36). So satisfied with the feeling was Peter that he suggested building three tabernacles and staying on the mountain top – while the routine of life went on below. Peter either had not fully learned or temporarily forgot that life is not lived on spiritual mountain tops, but on the day-by-day flat lands below. On the other hand, daily routine is lived poorly by those who have spent little time with God on the mountain top. So, here’s the strategy for living on the flat lands – divert daily, withdraw weekly to the mountain top and meet with God. When that becomes routine, the flat lands begin to look more heavenly.


Today’s prayer to continue: I love being on the “mountain top” with You, Lord. Today, I ask that I be equally appreciative of Your presence on the flat lands of my life.  Flat lands like . . . 




	
January 14 Words 


You don’t really know what is in someone’s mind until it comes out in words, (unless, of course, they are a pantomime artist). Jesus was a reality in the mind of God, but we didn’t really know it for sure until the Father sent the Son as “the Word made flesh.” As Jesus, the eternal Word, lived and taught, the message of the Father was communicated to mankind in a way that did not misrepresent God’s plan. Recently, I sat on the Emergency Door row of an airplane. While waiting for take-off, I decided to read the emergency card in the seat pocket. “Do not sit on this row if: (You are physically unable to open the door, etc.) The last “If” on the list was, “If you cannot read English.” Hmmmm! Barring a language barrier, words are helpful in clarifying thoughts. The Bible speaks of  “a word fitly spoken” (Proverbs 25:11). As Jesus, the eternal Word, lived and taught, He clarified the meaning of God. Watch your words today. They may clarify what’s in your mind.


Today’s prayer to continue: Today, I desire that my words clearly represent You, O Lord, especially related to . . .




	
January 15 Interruptions



The other morning I got up with a list of things that had to be done that day. When I lay down on the same bed that same night, none of the things I had planned to do had been done. Have you ever had a day when you never got to your “To Do” list because of interruptions? Some weeks, I have about three of those days. I hear the term “The Ministry of Interruptions” and it bothers me because I try to be so organized. How could an interruption be meaningful, much less ministry? But it was for Jesus. He had an entire of day of interruptions - a man named Legion with emotional issues, a government official named Jairus with a family concern, a woman with a physical problem that doctors couldn’t solve, and a young girl that appeared to have died. I don’t know what He had planned for that day, but if you’ll read Mark 5, you will discover what Jesus did with the interruptions that came into His schedule. May you and I do as well with the interruptions that come our way today.


Today’s prayer to continue: Help me today, Lord, to use my interruptions to serve others and glorify You, especially related to . . .




	
January 16 Wet feet



I’ve never walked on water, although I have gotten my feet wet a few times. As far as I can tell, Peter just had one chance to walk on water (Matthew 14:22-33). He made the most of it. There comes a time when you have to act, step out on faith, get your feet wet. Peter did. At one time Peter had wayward feet, but Andrew brought him to Jesus.


Then he had washed feet when Jesus knelt before him and washed his feet. He had wandering feet when he denied the Lord. He also had willing feet. “How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace” (Romans 10:15). Here, Peter had wet feet because he was attempting to walk on the water (He actually made one step on water, which is one more than I’ve made). When the opportunity comes your way to exhibit water-walking faith you too have to act. Such an opportunity may well only knock once. Sometimes I get stuff in the mail that says, “For a limited time only.” That could be written over a lot of possibilities in life. Look for opportunities today - opportunities that may come your way only once - and if you can’t walk on water, at least get your feet wet.


Today’s prayer to continue: I’m looking for that once in a lifetime opportunity today Lord. When it comes, may I be found faithful and . . .




	
January 17 An Elijah Complex 


Ever had an Elijah complex? Elijah was a 9th century prophet in Israel during the reign of King Ahab. At the darkest hour, God sent him to confront Ahab. There had been no rain for three years in Israel. Elijah had encountered the prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel and killed all 850 of them before praying for rain. Ahab rushed to tell Jezebel with Elijah running alongside. Jezebel’s message to Elijah was, “You’re going to die!” Elijah sat under a broom tree and “prayed that he might die. (1 Kings 19:4)” Elijah made three symptomatic statements and added an additional statement in verse 10, all describing an Elijah complex:




	“It is enough.”


	“Take my life”


	“I am no better than my fathers”


	“I alone am left.”





Before the chapter ends there appears a cure for an Elijah complex. God told Elijah to get back to doing what he had been called to do. I have discovered when I am doing what God called me to do – no more and no less – I don’t have to worry about the Elijah complex. How about you?


Today’s prayer to continue: I want to follow Your leadership today, Lord, and not make excuses like . . .




	
January 18 Not Enough Jesus



I read with great interest the activities surrounding the dedication of the Billy Graham Museum in North Carolina. Proving that no family is perfect, the Graham family has had their disagreements aired in the media. Finally the Museum was dedicated and open to the public. The most interesting event to me was reported on Billy Graham’s first visit to the Museum. Upon entering he reportedly said, “Too much Billy; not enough Jesus.” The comment caused me to wonder where else that same quote might be used:




	Too much personality; not enough Jesus.


	Too much program; not enough Jesus.


	Too much building; not enough Jesus.


	Too much talking; not enough Jesus.


	Too much curriculum; not enough Jesus.





On the Mount of Transfiguration three disciples saw many extras. Moses and Elijah appeared after being dead a long time. There was a bright cloud and a voice coming out of the cloud. The extras caused them to fall on their faces. When they looked up again, Moses and Elijah were gone. The cloud was unseen and the voice unheard. Matthew 17:8 records that the disciples, “saw no one but Jesus only.” With all the extras that surround me, I may not be able to see “Jesus only” today but at least I’m going to try to experience more of Jesus and not so much of the other. How about you?


Today’s prayer to continue:  Lord, today I really prefer to see only You, which is enough, not extras like . . .  




	
January 19 Recognizing the Real 


I returned from a convention meeting in San Antonio, Texas. More amazing to me than the inspiring sermons, the uplifting music, the debatable reports, and the non-binding resolutions, was hearing an experience from a colleague of mine. Staying in a hotel just a few block from the historic Alamo, this long-time John Wayne fan drove 127 miles to Brackettville, Texas to see the movie set of the film, “The Alamo.” Never mind Davie Crockett, Sam Houston, William Travis, James Bowie, and a host of others, Brackettville is the location of the Alamo where the legendary John Wayne was. Amazing! One day, the disciple, Philip, said to Jesus. “Lord, show us the Father.” Patiently (or maybe the Biblical record hides the Lord’s frustration) Jesus replied, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known me, Philip (John 14:8-9)?” Also amazing! Poor Philip! Like my colleague, he missed the real while looking for the spectacular. I pray that doesn’t happen to you or me today.


Today’s prayer to continue: Lord, block my eyes from seeking the spectacular today and help me to long for the real, such as . . .




	
January 20 Be Ye Kind 


I have a younger brother of whom I am very proud. He is heavily involved in the Southern Gospel Music industry. If you log on to the Internet, you might hear him as Breakfast Bob. When Bob was young he came home from church one Sunday having memorized Ephesians 4:32, “Be ye kind one to another” from the King James Version of the Bible. There were a couple of other versions back then, but only liberals used them (or so we were told). Our parents were very proud of Bob for his scripture memory. I was not. Every time I started to hit him or do him some other bodily harm, he quoted that verse to me. What he was doing, although we were both too young to know it, was stabilizing our relationship before it needed repair. Most of us are not so fortunate. Our relationships need repair. I encourage you to repair some strained relationships today, or maybe stabilize a few before they need repair. “Be ye kind to one another” today.


Today’s prayer to continue: Today Lord, I need Your help in being kind to . . .




	
January 21 Diversity



I compiled a book that includes multiple authors from various denominational backgrounds. Chapters from authors arrived daily. It caused me to wonder (and ask) why God chose eight or nine men (depending on who wrote Hebrews) to write the New Testament instead of just picking one and inspiring all of it through him. The second answer I was given (after the first answer of “We don’t ask that kind of question.”) was because God loves diversity. God knows, as I read the various writing styles and ideas of my contributors, I am trying my very best to love diversity or at least appreciate it. I need to. We all need to. Paul wrote, “we have many members in one body” (Romans 12:4). I keep reminding myself that there are no majority parts in the body/Body. We are each uniquely created by God and placed in the Body to accomplish a divine purpose. No two of us are exactly alike. This might be a good day to celebrate the diversity in the Father’s forever family.
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