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  Perfecting the saints




   




  Volume: 2




   




  [Introduction]




   




  “And he gave to some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some evangelists; and some pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”




  – Ephesians 4:11-13




   




  This book is written with the threefold goal of,




   




  

    

      1) Bringing all glory to Jesus Christ,

    


  




  (Matthew 6:13).




  

    

      2) Making disciples who may grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ, (2 Peter 3:18).

    




    

      3) Using talents in good stewardship of what has been entrusted, to gain more talents besides. (Matthew 25:14-30).

    


  




   




  After writing my first book entitled, “Perfecting the Saints: Volume 1, Bible lessons, Teachings and Sermons.” I decided to write another book to further the series. With the goal that hopefully, these writings would edify and bless believers and advance the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. Along with the fact that I had allot of time to spend toward a productive goal, I decided to use this treasure trove of opportunity to write this book too. This book is intended to be a study aid, and also to preserve the book of James, while providing scriptural insight and commentary on the book of James. Please feel free to have your Bible present, to look up scripture references. All scriptures are taken from the King James Version of the Bible. Dear reader, Let us now proceed to the Gospel of the Kingdom of God, The Gospel of Jesus Christ.




  (Mark 1:14-15).




   




  [The Gospel of Jesus Christ]




   




  In the Beginning, God created the heavens and the earth, (Genesis 1:1). Jesus Christ is the Word in the beginning, being God and Creator. (John 1:1). It was perfect, and God created man and woman also, and put them in the Garden of Eden. But, Adam and eve sinned, disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden (Genesis Ch.3). This disobedience to God, brought a separation between God and man, because God is Holy, and cannot be in the presence of sin. This act of disobedience by Adam and eve caused death to pass to all mankind, who were born after Adam. So that all people are born in sin, and are in need of a Savior to save them. Ever since then, God has been working to redeem a lost world back to Himself. To remedy this, God, in His infinite love, sent His Son, Jesus Christ of Nazereth, who is God in the flesh, to be born on earth, to live a sinless life, performed miracles that proved him to be the Messiah, and finally be crucified on a tree for our sins and offenses, (John 3:16).




  Christ Jesus was buried, and three days later, Jesus Christ rose again from the dead, victorious over the grave, for our justification. God sent His Son, Jesus Christ to die in our place on the cross, so that He bore our sins, and He rose again from the dead so that we would be raised up with Him in newness of life. Jesus Christ took our place, and made a way back for mankind to be in the presence of a holy God.




  To all who will call on His name, they will be saved. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved. Without Christ, people will go to hell, a place of eternal torment (Mark 16:15-16). But God is not willing that any man should perish, but that all men should come to repentance. People are saved by simply by having faith in Jesus, (Ephesians 2:8-10). True faith in Jesus is then preceded by repentance, a turning away from sin, and turning to Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of their sin. (1 John 1:9). So that the person can have a righteous right standing with God on behalf of Christ. Christ’s righteousness is given as a free gift to the person, whereby the person enters a love relationship with Jesus Christ, and eventually goes to live forever with Him in heaven forever. Jesus Christ did everything necessary to provide salvation for you, and healing and many other blessings. All you have to do is receive the free gift of eternal life, being cleansed in His atoning blood of the cross.




   




  Will you make Jesus Christ your personal savior and Lord?




   




  In faith, you may pray a prayer like this…




  “Lord Jesus Christ, I believe you are God and the only way to God. I believe that you died for my sins, were buried, and Rose again from the dead. I now confess my sins to you Lord, and turn from them. (Confess sins to Jesus), I ask for your forgiveness for my sins, and ask you to cleanse me with your precious blood, that you gave on the cross. I repent of all sin. I ask that you cleanse me whiter than snow. I commit myself to following you and living a life of obedience to you as my Lord and Savior. I leave everything behind to follow you. Thank you Jesus Christ for your great love, and for dying for me on the cross, and rising again for me.




   




  In the mighty name of Jesus Christ I pray, Amen.”




   




  If you sincerely prayed that prayer, you may be born again, (1 Corinthians 5:17). Please find a Bible believing Church to fellowship with. Read your Bible, (KJV, King James version of the Bible recommended), and pray everyday to know Jesus




  Christ more, and obey what you read. Make every effort to grow in the grace and knowledge in Jesus




  Christ, and to live in obedience to Jesus Christ, following Him always. He loves you.




  (John 3:16, 1John 3:1).




   




  

    

      - Jonathan Hollis

    


  




  





  





  [Opening prayer]




   




  The following is an opening prayer to pray before reading God’s Word.




  “Heavenly Father, I pray to you in the name of Jesus Christ, I deny myself, take up my cross and follow you, I ask Lord that you bless the reading of your Word on my heart, that I may bear good fruit and grow in your grace and knowledge. I ask that you open the eyes of understanding, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law. I ask lord that you would completely transform my thinking, that you would graft out the carnal mind from me, and replace it with your mind, Lord Jesus Christ, for I receive with meekness the engrafted Word that is able to save my soul. That I may bring heaven to earth and advance your kingdom, in your power, love and soundness of mind. Keeping your commandments in love and thus abiding in you, and you abide in me, that I may bring forth much fruit, and share the Gospel to every creature, to the glory of God the Father, in the mighty name of Jesus Christ I pray, Amen and Amen.”
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