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This Book 


This book by Bishop Robert E. Joyce offers you revelatory insights what to do when you have obeyed God, but still find yourself asking, “Where is He?”


You will learn what to do when your faithfulness seems “rewarded” with adversity--confusing and difficult circumstances. As we explore the word of God throughout this book, it will activate the anointing within us and stir us to advance the Kingdom of God.  


 This book will help you process your experiences according to God’s word and His way. Rather than panic, you will learn God’s ways of developing your character and integrity; and conforming you to the image of Christ.  


No longer will you be moved by your emotions. You will be moved by your assignment!  


Welcome to boot camp, Warrior! 
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Foreword



It is one thing to write a book which is not only intelligently well written, but also, comprehensive. This book is not only practical, but foundational, in that many of us have never truly understood the cohesive everyday events which challenge our Christian faith to the core. Challenges leaving many of us wanting and shaken. I believe manuscripts such as this, holds the mysteries to which will unlock those doors we've been kicking against, when it appears God does not answer our prayers, when it looks like the brook has dried up.  


 


The two differentials of darkness are brilliant adaptations of Heaven and Earth. When one simply cannot determine whether it's God's darkness or the enemy's darkness, and for the commission to connect heaven to earth, we must be led by assignment and not emotion. Good work Bishop in explaining the two and giving us a road map for which to follow to victory when our brooks appear to have dried up.


 


Reading this book has empowered me to empower others. If you are looking for practicality, not religion, then this is your book. Real biblical answers for very real earthly challenges. Thank you Bishop Joyce for giving us this timely gift as we enter into a new level of Kingdom Empowerment!


 


Prophetess Dianne Palmer





Introduction



This book will encourage those who have been steadfast in their walk with God, but are discouraged because of their present trials. We often attribute our situation to the work of the enemy, but there are two types of darkness: the darkness of God and the darkness of the enemy. God will allow some God-ordained trouble to shape our lives. We can look at the lives of Moses, Elijah, and Jesus, recognizing times of darkness that were aligned with the will of God. 


 You are in the right place, at the right time! You are on course and God is still with you. Right now you may be in a dry place, like Elijah at the brook Cherith. Hold your position until you hear from God. This book will examine the commonality of adversity, while providing you with the keys to overcome it. We have all experienced setbacks, disappointments, the death of a dream, or the loss of a loved one. No matter what the difficulty has been (spiritual, relational, or economic) know that God’s resources are available for you. He allows our circumstances to both deliver and develop us. Our current position is no surprise to God and He desires our very best. He says, “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you an expected end (Jeremiah 29:11, KJV).” 


 We will examine the life of the prophet Elijah. We can see that while God had Elijah hidden by the brook Cherith, he learned of God’s provision and prepared for the toughest battle of his life; facing the prophets of Baal. 


 Today, God is calling us, His army, to be equipped for battle. This book will take you to boot camp where you will understand that soldiers are to be moved by assignment, not by emotion. You will learn how to get up after you have taken a hit. You will learn that you are a soldier, whose will, flesh, and character is under subjection to the will of the Father. And you will learn that God is developing your integrity and character by the brook because He wants you to look like Him. 











Chapter One


Having the Faith of God



While sitting outside of a mall one summer day, soaking-up the sun and people watching, I noticed a young boy about seven years old with his dad. The child walked along the edge of a small stone wall. As his father warned him to be careful, the boy continued to walk toward the end of the wall and said, “Oh daddy, it will be alright. If I fall, you will be here to catch me.” The boy reached the end of the wall and his father held out his hands as the little boy leaped into his arms. The child had faith that his daddy was able to catch him. 


 Understanding the trust the child had in his father was a powerful moment for me. It made me think of our relationship with God and how much He loves us. He always knows and desires the best for his children. God is always faithful, and because of his faithfulness we can put our trust in Him. The eternal creator, God, loves us and what is more remarkable is we did not do anything to deserve or earn it. He does not love you because you are good but because He is good. It is precisely because of His goodness that we can trust and have faith in Him. 


We hear a great deal about faith, but what exactly is faith? How do we define something as intangible as faith? We can start by saying faith is a confident belief in the truth, value, or trustworthiness of a person, idea, or thing. Just like the little boy at the mall who had faith in his dad because he trusted him. The little boy had a relationship with his father and because of their relationship he had a confident belief in the trustworthiness of his dad.


 Our relationship with God is similar. We trust Him based on our previous interactions and experience with Him. Jesus said, “If you, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him (Matthew 7:11 KJV).” If our natural fathers treat us well and care for us, how much more will the God of all righteousness hold our best interest near and dear to Him? He wants the best for us but our present circumstances may prevent us from seeing that our final outcome will be better. It is only through faith that we can remain steadfast and trust in His awesome ability to show Himself strong on our behalf. 


 Scripture tells us that, “faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen(Hebrews 11:1 KJV).” As we have said, it is a belief in the intangible and confidence that the One who promised is faithful. What is our hope? The child at the mall hoped to scale the wall and since his father placed him on that wall, he believed it was possible for him to balance all of the way to the end of it. You may be in the middle of some unpleasant situations right now, but do not faint. The God that promised is faithful. 


 Faith is steadfast trust, which means I believe in you. Who or what are we to have steadfast trust in? Like the prophet Elijah, we have to put our trust in the true and living God to obtain the results we desire. God is not a manifestation of the mind of man but man is a manifestation of the mind of God. In addition, the scriptures are the revelation of the mind of God. Most importantly, we are the sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus (John 1:12). 





Faith is Foundational



 Faith is important because it is the foundation of Christian life. Faith is our initial deposit to God. If I am unworthy, what can I give a righteous God? We are righteous because of Jesus, but that is after we have received God’s grace through faith. “Those who come to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him (Hebrew 11:6).” God extends His grace and He activates our faith by His love, then and only then can we truly worship Him. 


Faith and worship are all we can offer a God who has everything at His command. We can believe His word and recognize His ability in all things. We cannot become believers until we accept the Gospel by faith. We must hear the Gospel and believe it in order to receive it (Romans 10:14-15). The principles of faith can be accessed by anyone who believes them. One of those foundational truths of Christianity is the principle of seed time and harvest. However, you do not have to be a Christian to reap the benefits of this principle; you only have to have faith in its operation. 





Faith for the Fight



 There are many books on faith and adversity. They teach us how to stand on the work and overcome life’s difficulties. Our goal is not simply to hold on for dear life while the enemy whips us into near submission. We learn the art to war more skillfully with each battle, not only how to defend ourselves, but how to wage war. If we lose our faith, we will lose every battle that opposes us. Faith still comes by hearing the word of God for successful warriors. As our hearing increases, our faith advances, until our faith becomes like the faith of God. The faith of God speaks a word and the word that is spoken is established in the Earth. 


 Our faith has to be attached to the Word of God. It must be attached to God in order for it to be effective. Often people get into place where they have faith in faith, but this is not wise. We are to have faith in God alone and nothing else (Mark 11:22). Sometimes God allows the brook to dry up because we are guilty of trusting in it more than we trust Him. He wants us to be willing to follow where He leads, so He will sometimes dry up the brook to get our attention. 





The Faith of Fathers



 We really cannot discuss faith without mentioning Abraham. The scripture refers to Abraham as ‘the father of faith’ and that Abraham’s belief in God was counted unto him as righteousness (Hebrews 11:7). Abraham believed God to provide a sacrifice on his way to Mount Moriah. As he began to climb the mountain with Isaac, Abraham told his servants that he and the boy would return. I would be remiss if I did not mention Noah. Noah faithfully preached for 400 years!  Yet he was only able to save his own family from the flood. How foolish he must have looked building a boat on dry land. That’s extreme faith – pushed to its’ limits! 


 We can look at the experience of another of God’s mighty servants, Elijah the Tishbite. The name Elijah means “the Lord is my God”, and it represents the conviction of his life. He was loyal, devoted to God and was unwavering in his faith when facing opposition. He confronted Ahab and said, “as the Lord God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain this years but according to my word(1 Kings 17:1).” 


 When Elijah, who as of the inhabitants of Gilead, spoke of “the Lord God of Israel, before whom I stand”, he was saying that he was in a constant relationship with the Lord. That is why I say we don’t have to get anointed, we are always anointed. We should get away from this idea of a temporary anointing. We are always in covenant with God; therefore His anointing is always present. Sometimes we may have a more powerful manifestation of His presence than at other times, but because of our covenant we are not waiting for the anointing. We have the anointed Christ within us at all times (2 Corinthians 1:21 & 1 John 2:20). 


 A good example of this is marriage. There may be times when you feel more married than at other times, but you are always married whether you feel it or not. Consequentially, there is never a time we are not divinely connected with God. We are in covenant with Him and our covenant gives us authority and access to His power just as it did with the many mighty men and women of God before us. Therefore, we only need to have faith in God and His ability in us. 


 Someone may say, “Woo, I feel the anointing, or the anointing just came in.” This is an inaccurate statement. Every time you see me whether you know it or not I’m anointed. This is a fact, but because of certain teachings, we get the idea – and it sounds good when we say, “I feel my anointing, or I feel my help coming.” It may feel good to say, but the reality is that you are always anointed. I can tell you one fellow who knows that you are always anointed and that is that old slew foot devil. The devil knows that you are always anointed. 





Divine Connection



 Elijah made a declaration: he said, “I stand in the presence of God (1 Kings 17:1).” That’s why he was not intimidated to talk for God because he had that interaction with God. We know the Old Testament tabernacle and temple had the Outer Court, the Inner Court, and the most Holy Place. Elijah is saying here; I do not hang out in the Outer Court.  Before you were saved, did you ever go to a club and notice the folks who just hung outside near the door? They didn’t really want to get involved. Well, there are some Christians who are like that, people who don’t want to get truly involved in the church. They want to know God but have no desire to live in close relationship with Him. However, there are others who really want a relationship with God. 


 Then Elijah said, “…there shall not be dew or rain these years according to my word (1 Kings 17:1).”  The prophet stands, in the presence of God, and comes to a place where he understands the ways of God. He understands how God thinks. Have you ever had somebody who knows how you think, who understands your pattern of thinking and who thinks like you? When they are around you, you can almost finish each other’s sentences because you know each other so well. Now, that’s relationship! 


 As a prophet of God I often hear someone say, “thus saith the Lord,” to imply they are hearing from God. I know they are not telling the truth when they open their mouths because my God doesn’t talk or act that way. Their words don’t line up with the Bible. It isn’t in the word. Our discernment of the sound of truth stems from our relationship with God. Paul says, I dare not go beyond my measure of rule, or his measure of authority (2 Corinthians 10:13-14). We also have authority over sickness and again that is birthed out of relationship. So, Elijah begins to release the power of God. He begins to say that nothing is going to happen other than according to my word. 


 In fifteen years, our annual prophetic conference was never snowed out. This is because we believe we have the authority to speak to the weather. There is an authority we have discovered out of the relationship with God and we speak to the elements. Not everyone can claim this. I know of a lot of conferences that get snowed out all of the time. 





Hearing God 



 Elijah said, “And the Word of the Lord came to me” because he had a relationship with God. He could interact with and speak to God. Elijah could speak the mind of God. He understands how God feels about situations and circumstances. Then there comes a special word here, which was “and the word of the Lord came to him saying, Get thee hence.” God told Elijah to get out of there. Elijah received new direction and he said, “…turn eastward and go and hide thyself (1 Kings 17:3).” God said, “I want you to hide yourself by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan and it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have commanded the ravens to feed you there (1 Kings 17:5).” Elijah heard the word and obeyed it. He went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, which is before Jordan and the ravens did what they were supposed to do; they fed him! 


Please notice that when the man of God did what he was supposed to, every other element did what it was supposed to do. The brook was doing what it was supposed to do. The birds were doing what they were supposed to do. The ravens brought Elijah bread and flesh in the morning and bread and flesh in the evening. Elijah’s meals were provided and he drank of the brook. There is a time when God will do everything for you, won’t He? All you have to do is sit, eat, and position yourself to receive from God.


 There is something very interesting here, the scripture says, that it came to pass after a while the brook dried up. The prophet could have said “what in the world is going on here? I am where God has told me to be. I am doing what God has told me to do. I am standing in the presence of God and all of sudden the brook dries up?” Sometimes the sovereignty of God will give you an explanation for the things He does and other times He will not. This is a faith walk and your faith will be required when you don’t understand why God is doing something. 
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