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	ROGER BACON AND THE SECRET KNOWLWDGE

	 

	By Nicola Bizzi

	 

	 

	Roger Bacon, also known by the scholastic accolade Doctor Mirabilis, was a medieval English philosopher, initiate, occultist and Franciscan friar who placed considerable emphasis on the study of nature through empiricism.

	Since the 19th century he is sometimes credited as one of the earliest European advocates of the modern scientific method, along with his teacher Robert Grosseteste. Bacon applied the empirical method of Ibn al-Haytham (Alhazen) to observations in texts attributed to Aristotle, and discovered the importance of empirical testing when the results he obtained were different from those that would have been predicted by the Greek philosopher.

	His linguistic work has been heralded for its early exposition of a universal grammar. 21st century re-evaluations emphasise that Bacon was essentially a medieval thinker, with much of his “experimental” knowledge obtained from books in the scholastic tradition. He was, however, partially responsible for a revision of the medieval university curriculum, which saw the addition of optics to the traditional quadrivium. But in the early modern era, he was regarded as a wizard and particularly famed for the story of his mechanical or necromantic brazen head. He was however, with certainty, also a great initiate, an occultist and a practitioner of the Alchemical Art and several sources indicate him as a member of various secret societies. According to the recent revelations of the Italian scholars Paolo Rumor and Diego Marin, Bacon would have been affiliated with one of the most powerful secret societies, known as “The Structure”, which has been operating for over ten thousand years to pursue its evil plans of domination and control of the knowledge.

	Roger Bacon was born in Ilchester in Somerset, England, in the early 13th century, although his date of birth is sometimes narrowed down to c. 1210, 1213 or 1214. However, modern scholars tend to argue for the date of c. 1220, but there are disagreements on this. The only source for his birth date is a statement from his 1267 Opus Tertium that «forty years have passed since I first learned the Alphabetum». The latest dates assume this referred to the alphabet itself, but elsewhere in the Opus Tertium it is clear that Bacon uses the term to refer to rudimentary studies, the trivium or quadrivium that formed the medieval curriculum. His family appears to have been well off.

	Bacon is believed to have studied at Oxford. While Robert Grosseteste had probably left shortly before Bacon’s arrival, his work and legacy almost certainly influenced the young scholar and it is possible Bacon subsequently visited him and William of Sherwood in Lincoln. Some sources attest that Bacon became a Master at Oxford, lecturing on Aristotle, but there is no evidence he was ever awarded a doctorate (the title Doctor Mirabilis was a posthumous scholastic accolade). A caustic cleric named Roger Bacon is recorded speaking before the king at Oxford in 1233.

	In 1237 or at some point in the following decade, he accepted an invitation to teach at the University of Paris. While there, he lectured on Latin grammar, Aristotelian logic, Arithmetic, Geometry, and the mathematical aspects of Astronomy and Music. His faculty colleagues included Robert Kilwardby, Albertus Magnus, and Peter of Spain, the future Pope John XXI. In 1247, or soon after, he left his position in Paris.
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