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Aladdin and the Wonderful Lamp
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ALADDIN was
the son of a poor tailor in an Eastern city ...


ALADDIN was the son of a poor tailor in an Eastern city. He was a
spoiled boy, and loved play better than work ; so that when
Mustapha, his father, died, he was not able to earn his living; and
his poor mother had to spin cotton all day long to procure food for
their support. But she dearly loved her son, knowing that he had a
good heart, and she believed that as he grew older he would do
better, and become at last a worthy and prosperous man. One day,
when Aladdin was walking outside the town, an old man came up to
him, and looking very hard in his face, said he was his father's
brother, and had long been away in a distant country, but that now
he wished to help his nephew to get on. He then put a ring on the
boy's finger, telling him that no harm could happen to him so long
as he wore it. Now, this strange man was no uncle of Aladdin, nor
was he related at all to him ; but he was a wicked magician, who
wanted to make use of the lad's services, as we shall see
presently.
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