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Beginning the Courts of Heaven


	 


	I want to give you some information that will actually help you be a success and move to where God wants you to go. When Jesus taught on prayer, he touched on prayer throughout the Gospels, and you would find this in Matthew and Mark, for instance, there are illustrations or ideas concepts concerning prayer, in other words, you would see him praying all night long. Or you would see him getting up very early in the morning and praying in the book of John. You see principles of prayer being spoken of, but in the book of Luke, in particular, you see Jesus teaching on prayer and painting pictures of prayer. So, we would kind of understand what was going on in the spirit realm when we prayed. And let me just say one of the main things that shifted for me when I began to understand the courts of Heaven; it was my concept of the Spirit realm, and I'll clarify this then move through here. I used to think that the spirit realm was about a battlefield, but I discovered that the spirit realm is actually about a courtroom you see in the spirit realm. 


	We are in a conflict when we pray. But here's the issue because that conflict you see in the conflict of a battlefield and the conflict of a courtroom are two separate things. And if I am actually in, I'll prove this to you if I'm actually in a courtroom, but I think I'm on a battlefield and I could be using the wrong protocol. Just try to get things accomplished and to get things done. Have you been praying prayers for a long time and haven't seen an answer? Let me tell you why that has happened so often, and we think well I must be doing something wrong, I must be displeasing to God. Maybe I don't have enough faith, then we start blaming it all on ourselves, or maybe it's not the timing of God, and this is the problem I have because we think well it's not the timing of God while everything's falling to pieces. Marriages are being destroyed, financial ruin is happening, people are dying prematurely, and yet it's not the timing of God. I think that's a crazy idea that all these evil, even irreversible things are happening. But the reason they are happening is that it's not the time of God to answer my prayer. Let me give you one other idea of what it might be. It could be that it has nothing to do with the timing of God. It could be that something legal is resisting you in the spirit realm. That something legal is stopping God from being able to answer your prayers. 


	To help you understand all this, we need to talk about dimensions in Luke eleven and Luke 18 when Jesus began to teach about prayer. You see the disciples came to Jesus in Luke eleven verse one and two, and this is what they when said they saw him; they said Lord teach us how to pray because they were watching him praying and Jesus said in response to that when you pray, say our father which art in heaven hallowed be your name. The Lord's Prayer the motto prayer whatever realm we want to call it, but Jesus said this that the first dimension of prayer is approaching God as Father. You see the first round. Jesus taught them about was approaching God, his Father. Well, here's the problem you also need to understand as so many believers do not have a concept of God His Father. And if they do, it's a wrong concept because of some past illustration of a father that they might have had. So, the issue is that only by the Holy Spirit, Paul calls him in Romans 8:15, the spirit of adoption and only by the spirit of adoption can we know him as Father. It’s then that the spirit of adoption comes into our hearts, and he calls us to cry out Abba Father remember that. So often do we emphasize the Abba side, but we forget the father. Paul was not repeating himself when he said the spirit would cry out Abba Father. He was saying the fatherhood of God has two aspects. It has the Abba side which is loving endearing, always accepting will never reject you, will heal you, and will do all the things we desire and need to be done because we all have to know him as Abba, but he also has the side of Father Abba Father. So, in the fatherhood of God, not only is there the endearing side of his fatherhood watch this, but there is also the authority’s side of his fatherhood. See Abba is the endearing side, Father is the authority side. We have to know God in both dimensions. Abba Father both the endearing, loving, accepting, not rejecting anyone but also as a father that will discipline. He set us for our own good so that we can become our protectors of his holiness. That's what the Bible says. So, when the apostle Paul says the spirit of adoption comes, he is going to release to us both aspects of the fatherhood of God. Now, why am I saying this? Because Jesus said, the first dimension of prayer in Luke eleven is to approach God as Father. So whenever I am approaching him I am approaching him as Abba Father the One who loves me unconditionally but the one who will also prepare me for my future and the destiny that he has for me because anything else as a father would be irresponsible because he loves me enough to prepare me and to correct me when I need to be corrected. He helps me in dealing with issues that need to be dealt with, whether it is in my marriage or in raising my children or in my character or whatever it may have been. God says I am going to work in you my very nature so that now you can not only reflect me, but you also know me not just as Abba and not just as a father but as Abba Father. Can I give you a little secret here? If all I know him is as Abba. That's going to lead to lawlessness because it is all accepting and loving my flesh. I'm sure maybe yours doesn't, but my flesh will tend to take advantage of that. Does your mind? I need to know him like that, but I need that aspect of who he is. But you got to understand that that's all I know of him. Then I'm going to become lawless in my nature and lawless in my activities. Now watch if all I know of him as is father, the one that has the authority, then I'm going to become legalistic. 
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