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publisher's preface

In the rich panorama of piano pedagogical literature, "The School of Scales,
Chords, and Embellishments, Op. 88" stands out as a fundamental work for the
technical development of pianists at all levels. This school, dedicated to scales,
chords, and ornamentations, is not just a technical exercise but an articulated
and profoundly musical journey, designed to refine the pianist's sensitivity and
dexterity.

The author of this work, with his deep understanding of piano technique and
pedagogy, guides the student through the most intricate and fundamental
aspects of piano playing. Scales, the backbone of harmony and melody, are
explored in all their forms, providing the student with the tools to navigate
confidently in the vast sea of music.

Chords, essential elements for understanding harmonic structure, are presented
in a variety of contexts, encouraging the student to develop a careful ear and
harmonic intuition. Ornamentations, a crucial part of musical expression, are
treated not just as superficial embellishments, but as authentic means of artistic
expression, capable of transforming an ordinary musical phrase into something
extraordinary.

This work is more than just a technical manual; it is a guide for a deep
exploration of music. Each exercise is designed to stimulate the musical ear,
develop physical coordination, and refine the student's interpretative sensitivity.
Through constant practice of these pages, the pianist will not only improve his
technical ability but also enrich his understanding and musical expression.

Ideal for both the teacher looking for structured and comprehensive material
and for the student eager to deepen their knowledge and piano technique, "The
School of Scales, Chords, and Embellishments, Op. 88" represents an
invaluable contribution to the piano teaching repertoire. With this work, the
pianist is invited to undertake a transformative journey, exploring the subtle
nuances of music and discovering new expressive horizons.
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Hermann Berens (1826-1880) was a Swedish composer and pianist,
renowned for his significant contributions to piano pedagogical
literature. Born in Hamburg, Germany, Berens moved to Sweden where
he developed most of his musical career. He was a contemporary of
great composers such as Chopin and Schumann, and his music often
reflects the influence of Romanticism, a period where emotional
expression and freedom in art were highly valued.

Berens is particularly famous for his pedagogical works, which have
earned a reputation for excellence in the field of music education.
Among his most famous works are the "50 Piano Pieces for First
Beginners, Op.70", a collection of pieces designed to guide beginners
through the initial stages of learning the piano. These pieces not only
emphasize the development of technique but also encourage musical
expression and artistic sensitivity.

In addition to his pedagogical work, Berens composed a range of works
for piano, chamber music, and songs. Although not as well-known as
some of his contemporaries, his contribution to music literature for
education has been fundamental, and his compositions are still widely
used and respected in the field of music education.

Berens's music is characterized by its structural clarity, accessible
melody, and rich harmony, making him an ideal author for beginner
piano students. His legacy continues to live through his music, which
remains a valuable resource for piano teachers and students around the
world.
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