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		Who is the siren today? Can the actual materialistic world contemplate this legendary figure? We believe so! Like all things in the world and nature, mermaids (and most mythological figures) do not disappear, they simply adapt. Open your eyes! The essence of a mermaid is not in the finned tail, in its scales but in its silence or in its song, in its contemplation, in its gaze, in its expectation, in its promise. Out of the water, the mermaid is free to be herself, she chooses to abandon her tail and face the world at a steady pace. With this project we have found, pursued, flattered and immortalized them in their current appearance: we wanted to document their existence, we believe in them... and we have lovingly fallen prey to them.


			

		The publisher






			The siren is a mythological creature, mainly aquatic; the upper part of her body has a female human appearance, the lower part is shaped as a bird or fish with a caudal fin,  and this figure is found in almost all cultures of the world.




			For Homer, sirens are creatures, like muses and sibyls, who know everything that has happened and will happen on earth. Those who listen to their song are said to be led to the utmost knowledge - a true metaphor of the finitude of man in a dimension typical of the divine sphere. The ancient world projects man’s attraction to knowledge in these creatures: in fact, mermaids were initially depicted in the form of half-woman and half-bird beings, combining the sensual element of femininity with the persuasive song of birds. If Ulysses’ journey is the representation of the history of man’s journey in search of knowledge of himself, of others, and of the world, the song of the sirens is its powerful metaphor.




			In general, sirens are bearers of multiple meanings, they continually slide from “good” to “evil” and vice versa, with references to a new female universe in which different elements coexist: sexual desire, the power of eros, seduction (even deceptive), attraction, repulsion, maternal elements and the pride of the modern woman capable of loving and subjugating man. A real symbolic revolution that invades and distorts all art, culture and imagination that surrounds these creatures for which, even today, we nurture a mixture of fear and attraction. The gallery of sirens, in this book, wants to show all the possible attitudes. You will notice, first of all, a type of deep gaze, a cesspool that attracts you, that unites all the depicted mermaids (because they are mermaids, not models, let’s remember). Secondly, you may realize that those eyes are mirroring you, in an explicit promise, of éros[1] (not sex), of a guide to the depths (the abysses!) within yourself.




			Sirens are a gift, they are the perfect representation of the power and independence of women; a perfect symbol of freedom, rebellion of spirit and proud independence, but they also represent a woman’s ability towards sacrifice, capable of giving up the freedom of the great oceans and the tail for love, in order to be close to the beloved one. Men often forget this. I invite you to remember this as you look at the portraits in this book.




			Did you think we were only offering you a collection of beautiful images? Fool! We are actually offering you a journey into yourself, whether you are a woman or a man. It is up to you to accept the challenge!




			And now, to conclude, a bit of history.




			Going backwards, depictions of beings with fish tails with the upper body of human beings already appear in Mesopotamian art. Due to her pisciform appearance, the Assyrian goddess Atargatis[2] is considered the first “siren” in the history of humanity.




			In the medieval history of Ireland there was Lí Ban, a girl who was transformed into an immortal mermaid while she was drowning in Lough Neagh. After 300 years the mermaid was baptized by Comgall of Bangor and chose to give up her immortality to go to heaven. In the genealogies of Irish saints Lí Ban appears canonized under the name of Santa Muirgen (which means “born from the sea”), her name day is assigned to January 27th.
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