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Chapter 1.


	Barack distraught.


	A fruitless faith is dead.


	Barack grandmother was a sweat, hardworking and prayerful woman, whom Barack adored so much, she was her role model, she admired her grandmother prayer life .They lived in Limpopo North of South Africa in a village called  Manoge . Because of lack of education and minimum exposure of the true Gospel of Jesus Christ, Barack grandmother was only exposed to a religion of mount Church lead by a self-proclaimed light of god. He founded his church in the early 19th century while most people were still worshipping idols and he introduced them to God however he wasn’t rooted in the word of God therefore he introduced a  doctrine which is mixed with their tradition. He was the only bible his church members were reading; they followed him and Barack grandmother was one of them.


	As she grows, Barack wondered what kind of religion it was as it was of no help to anyone including her grandmother who was praying every morning and every night yet they still suffer and not even one prayer was answered. She also learnt that it was prophesied at the church that her own parent will not be married for long, and few years later it happened. She wondered if these self-proclaimed powerful man of god who compared himself with Jesus after he has foreseen the separation, why didn’t he prevented the separation of her parents, if not for anything but for the sake of  Barack father was one of his pastors in his church.  Jesus did in John 16:33 he foresaw that his people will face trial and tribulation and he said to his people” be of good cheer for I have overcome the devil and deprive him of his power to harm you,” even though the Bishop has help people to denounce the worship of ancestor, he has done little or nothing much to liberate the people from idol worship as they idolized him.


	 His members knew nothing about the Holy Spirit and nothing about Holy Communion. They use speaking in tongues as a sign to show off to people that they are anointed to become a prophet.


	Barack since she was still a child then, she couldn’t find the answers she was looking for, neither did her grandmother had them, she just told Barack to stop being inquisitive.


	At grade 8 Barack got exposed to Christianity through one of her classmates, she was always talking about Jesus these and Jesus that, while the rest including Barack were talking of Bishop these and Bishop that.


	The doctrine of the Christian was different from the doctrine of the mount church, yes they all believed in praying and laying hands on the sick people using three colored piece of paper anointed by the Bishop, and the Christian were praying for the sick in the name of Jesus and taught of fasting and prayer. And when it comes to sexual staff Christians were taught to abstain from sex till they are married, whereas mount church pastor and prophet only taught people not to go to clinic to get contraceptives as it was considered a sin or  taboo, yet they said nothing to people concerning adultery and fornication  as Christians put it. 


	Barack found that to be odd and appreciated the teaching of the Christian and she decided to adopt the little she can like pledged herself till she got married, she was even more interested to know more about Jesus, at one time her friend asked her to visit her Christian church so that she can fellowship with them on Sunday, when Barack asked permission from her grandmother, her grandmother refused  to let her  go and she told Barack to stay away from the church of fashion which glorifies the white man God who does know about the way of life for Africans and their tradition.  Barack grandmother was referring to Jesus as the God of white man only; eventually, Barack gave up her quest to want to know more about Christian life and embraced the teaching and instruction of the bishop and pastors of the mount church.


	Dream to become medical Doctor was dashed.


	Barack was very intelligent, all throughout her primary school to grade 9 she was doing well and getting good marks, in grade 10 she started to experience a lot of unexplained setback on her studies. Her ambition in life was to become a medical doctor and at university to study for medical profession you need to have good marks in mathematics and science in high school, and because of her poor family background she needed good marks to get a full bursary so that she could afford to pay for tuition fees, and she really worked hard .However, at graded 10 her dreams started to fade away.


	Every time the test come as usual, she will study and practice math’s and science, and in the exams she will answer most of the questions correctly on the exam paper in a way she would  confidently believe  that she might have  scored 80 to 90% as she used to, but to her surprise when the result comes she find that she only scored 20%, she will fight the subject teacher for a remark and as they remark the paper in her presence, she would see that she applied a wrong formal or method on the wrong question, she notice that the answers were correct but on a wrong question on all of them, even the teacher was confused as to what kind of a nerve wreck attacked Barack during the test. Math’s teacher knew Barack as a bright student, one of her best however she was surprised to see her do such careless mistakes.


	She even asked if there was anything out of the ordinary which was troubling Barack causing her so much stress, her teacher even went to see her grandmother. She find out that other than being poor there was nothing causing stress to Barack as the situation at home was the same as before and that never affected Barack marks even after her parents got divorced.


	The teacher thought maybe it was hunger which might be affecting Barack concentration because 2 years ago Barack was caught eating other children left over after break and other children were even calling Barack a dustbin girl. But still she was excellent in her Mathematics and overall performance was never affected, why now the teacher asked herself?, she learned that Barack grandmother was receiving food parcels every month and also Barack was getting food from the feeding scheme at school for needy children, she thought maybe there might be a pressure from other children, she called Barack to find out who might be bulling her or putting her under pressure, she learn that Barack was loved and adored by her friends, she was still a happy girl she always known her to be, no stress was contributing to her absent minded on exams. After few months the teacher decided to give up, but before she gave up on her, she tried one last thing.


	As part of the exams preparation she will prepared a class test which its marks doesn’t contribute to the year mark but the question are  50 to70% the same as the one on the exams paper. Barack on the class test she would get 90% but when the real test come she would get 10%, at 1st the teacher thought Barack was cheating, on the second class test she sit next to her to see if she was cheating on the class test but to her surprise Barack answered all the questions correctly and got 90% again however 3days later the same questions were on the exam paper of the real test Barack failed horribly.


	Eventually she gave up on Barack and accepted the new below average Barack, Barack was also concerned of the new her and she told her grandmother about it, her grandmother took her to church and one prophet told them that there were evil spirit  which are switching her marks and to overcome them ,Barack must wash herself everyday with water from the waterfalls mixed with the water from the big river in the province and also use  Vaseline prayed for by the Bishop ,it cost Barack grandmother a lot of money to get those items but still the problem persisted.


	One Sunday at church a prophet called Barack and her grandmother , the prophet took more than 5minutes making funny sound and also speaking in funny tongues like a lunatic  and a lot of screaming and he told them that the Bishop said Barack should confess her sins and also travel alone to wash herself at the Lepelle river –a big river in the Limpopo province- by then Barack was only 15yrs old and she just started to see her period, she was confused as to which sin she has committed, she felt  condemned and persecuted for no reason and the thought of going to the big river frightened  her even more ,as from her house to the big river was more than 25km ,and there were rumors of a big serial killer snakes which had drowned 3 teenagers girls  in the last 3yrs.


	It seems like it does that every year and it has never be found as it moves with the river, it doesn’t drawn them at the same spot and that year it wasn’t reported to have drawn or abducted anyone so Barack feared that, what if it will abduct her because she was a girl and around the same age as the other victims.


	She eventually confessed that one time she cooked while she was on her period and is so happened that just after she finished cooking some pastors and the prophet came to visit her grandmother and she shared the food with them and because according to the doctrine of mount church it was a sin for an unclean woman to prepare food for the anointed prophet. Barack confess to that sin and also explained that she wasn’t aware that they will come and eat their food, she was only cooking for her family.


	She expected the Bishop to save her from the misery she was experiencing on her studies, yet he seemed to be more concern on who was unclean and who was clean.


	She found herself on a waterless pit. 


	Barack hoped to have someone in her life who was more powerful and merciful, who will be willing to deliver her from all her trouble. She told her Christian classmate about everything even the bishop respond, her Christian friend advised her not to go, as she will pray for her and God will make a way for her somehow . Everyday Barack would feel more and more of a need of these man called Jesus her friend  told her about but since she wasn’t allowed to visit her friend church, She sworn that, should she get a chance to go to university she would find out more about the Christian life.
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