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  Introduction




  Damian Lamonte Ollie Lillard was born on July 15, 1990. Lillard is an American professional basketball player with the Portland Trail Blazers of the National Basketball Association (NBA). He is a 6 feet 3 inch tall guard from Oakland, California who took the NBA by storm in the 2012-13 season, winning Rookie of the Year honors and playing like a star from day one.




  Prior to the NBA, he was a star at at Weber State University in Ogden, Utah. He was selected in the first round with the sixth overall pick by Portland in the 2012 NBA Draft and was unanimously named the 2013 NBA Rookie of the Year following the season.




  In a very short time, Lillard has come a very long way.




  High school




  The story of Damian Lillard starts in high school. After he transferred from St. Joseph Notre Dame High School in Alameda, California, Lillard played for coach Orlando Watkins at Oakland High School. There, he was first team all-league his junior and senior seasons. He averaged just over 28 points per game as a senior with a single-game high of 45. He averaged 20 points, four rebounds and four assists during his junior season. After completing high school, Lillard was only regarded as a two-star prospect by Rivals.com and was not heavily recruited out of high school. Despite this, his future in college basketball was very bright.




  College




  As a freshman in the 2008-09 season, Lillard averaged 11.5 points per game and led the Wildcats to the Big-Sky Conference regular-season championship. He was named conference Freshman of the Year and first-team all-conference, becoming the first Big Sky freshman to do so since Eastern Washington's Rodney Stuckey (now of the Detroit Pistons) in 2006.




  During his sophomore year, Lillard took his game to another level. He raised his scoring average to 19.9 points per game and again led the Wildcats to the regular season conference championship. At the conclusion of the season, Lillard was named Big Sky Player of the Year and an honorable mention All-American by the Associated Press.




  In 2010-11, Lillard had to take a step backward before he could continue forward. His season was cut short when he suffered a foot injury just nine games into the season. He was forced to take a medical redshirt, meaning he could not play for the rest of the season. At the time of the injury, Lillard was leading the Big Sky with 19.7 points per game.




  In 2011–12 Lillard bounced back from injury. As a redshirt junior, Lillard led the Wildcats to a 14–2 record in Big Sky conference play and an appearance in the Big Sky championship game. Lillard led the nation in scoring through most of the season, averaging 24.5 points per game. On December 3, 2011, in Weber State's 91–89 double-overtime win over San Jose State, Lillard scored a college career-high 41 points, including both game-tying scores at the end of the second half and first overtime and a winning three-point play at the end of the second overtime. His efforts earned him his third first-team all-conference selection and his second Big Sky Player of the Year award, and he was a finalist for the Bob Cousy Award. Shortly after the season ended, Lillard, widely regarded as the top point guard prospect in the country, decided to forgo his senior season and declared himself eligible for the 2012 NBA Draft. Lillard finished his college career as the second-highest scorer in Weber State history (1,934 points) and the fifth-highest scorer in Big Sky history. He played in 103 career games with the Wildcats and started 98 of them. He is Weber State’s career leader in three-pointers made with 246, free throws made with 520, and free throw percentage at 86.7 percent, the sixth best in Big Sky history.




  NBA 2012-13




  After completing his college career, Damian Lillard was drafted in the first round with the sixth overall pick in the 2012 NBA Draft by the Portland Trail Blazers, making him the highest player ever selected out of Weber State University. He agreed to a deal with the Blazers on July 13.
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