
    
      
    

    
      
    

    
      Introduction
    

    
      
    

    
      
    

    
      Ever since acquiring my bachelor’s degree back in 2019, I’ve been traveling off and on in the hopes of eventually teaching English abroad.
    

    
      …
      ..
    

    
      My… odyssey has exposed me to realities I would never had encountered otherwise.
    

    
      …
      ..
    

    
      That statement seems very dramatic, but it’s not meant to be.
    

    
      Actually, apart from the locales themselves (which I admit, were at times exotic)… my travels have been downright… ordinary.
    

    
      I suppose I should mention that I’m 55-years-old and consider myself an unemployed teacher, not a tourist.
    

    
      That being said, yes, there have been dramas, just not the ones you’d expect…
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      Section One: Are We All Supposed to be Polyglots?
    

    
      
    

    
      
    

    
      “
      So often students ask, ‘How come I still struggle with speaking? How come I’m not fluent yet?’ And the question is always, ‘Well, how much time do you actually spend speaking?…’”
    

    
      (Olly Richards 2021b, 10:36)
    

    
      
    

    
      “…
      When they consider moving overseas, what’s the biggest thing I hear?… Language barrier!”
    

    
      (Nomad Capitalist 2021, 2:45)
    

    
      
    

    

    
      
    

    
      …
      ..
    

    
      Doctor Livingston I presume?
    

    
      …
      ..
    

    
      Yeah, don’t really know where else to put such a notion…
    

    
      Not laughing, not laughing!
    

    
      Felt the same way not too long ago… Like I should be fluent in the language of whatever country I happened to be traveling in.
    

    
      …
      ..
    

    
      Unless you’re the first English speaker to travel to that country… No, you don’t need to know the language. You will have to get used to the fact that you’re a foreigner. There is that, but no… being a polyglot, or even bilingual is not a prerequisite to traveling.
    

    
      As a matter of fact, depending on your personality, you may even find that there’s a definite advantage to being a foreigner. Without the ability to effortlessly interact with your surroundings, becoming burdened with non-essentials is considerably less likely. To quote myself, “… You really do end up finding out what is essential and what is just…habit…or an indulgence…or a blatant luxury…”
    

    
      (Adrienne_Harris 2022, 5:12)
    

    
      Unfortunately, this doesn’t stop polyglots from trying to make a buck.
    

    
      …
      ..
    

    
      I guess I should take a moment, and explain some of the words I’m throwing around.
    

    
      Someone who’s a monoglot, or monolingual speaks one language.
    

    
      Someone who’s bilingual speaks two languages.
    

    
      Someone who’s trilingual speaks three languages.
    

    
      Someone who’s a polyglot, or multilingual speaks four or more languages. And if you get the impression that someone inclined to attain such a distinction might tend to be slightly… assertive… when dealing with other people’s concerns… I would have to say you’re an extremely insightful individual.
    

    
      Or, perhaps this… inclination tends to… flourish in certain types of environments…
    

    
      Don’t get me wrong, I realize that people have to make a living… But there should be limits.
    

    
      I’m not saying these polyglots are without scruples. Some even make a point of calling people out:
    

    
      Are Most YouTube Polyglots Lying?
    

    
      
        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N9C4G1tnTgI&t=8s
      
    

    
      A seemingly decent enough fellow trying to break it down for us… but…
    

    
      
        [image: ]
      
    

    
      “… 
      Language learning is a positive thing and a force for good in the world, wherever it occurs…”
    

    
      (Olly Richards 2021a, 14:35)
    

    
      Yeah… I don’t go for absolutes anymore.
    

    
      
    

    

    
      
    

    
      
    

    
      Oh my God, he can speak 12 languages, isn’t that great?
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