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Preface


Ferdinand Ries is today regarded as the most successful member of the Ries musical dynasty. Four generations of the Ries family distinguished themselves as musicians but only Ferdinand Ries, was to have any kind of successful international career as a touring artist and composer of merit Ferdinand received his earliest musical education including piano and violin from his father, Franz Ries alongside cello from the virtuoso, Bernhard Romberg. Importantly, Franz Ries had also taught the violin to the young Beethoven between the years 1785-87. This period in Beethoven’s career is marked by few compositions, and was probably a period of great emotional turmoil following the recent death of his mother. Out of this contact a lifelong friendship between the Ries and Beethoven families was fostered.


Circumstances instigated a change in Ferdinand's early musical education meaning that after a short apprenticeship he was limited to studying at home when the plan had been for him to receive a prestigious education in the court orchestra. The Napoleonic army occupation of the Rhineland in 1794 had resulted in the dissolution of the court orchestra and after seven years of relatively little progress, Franz Ries called upon Beethoven to advance Ferdinand's musical training. Beethoven agreed and in the years 1801-1804 he took Ferdinand on as a student of piano, occasional secretary and music copyist while for composition, Beethoven sent Ferdinand to his own former teacher, Johann Georg Albrechtsberger who had accounted among his other pupils past and present, Joseph Haydn and Johann Nepomuk Hummel. The grounding in Albrechtsberger's lessons provided Ries with a solid understanding of the compositional art but it is perhaps to Beethoven whom we must attribute Ries' flair for the dramatic.


Beethoven had established himself as a virtuoso composer and performer by the time that Ries entered his tutelage and it was in this mould, that Ries left his teacher to eke out a living in war torn Europe. Ries had lost an eye in a bout of smallpox as a child and so when he answered the call for transcription into Napoleon's army in 1805, he made the journey from Vienna to Koblenz – a distance of some 700 Km - only to be rejected when he got there on the grounds of his disability. Instead of returning to Vienna straight away, he had gone on instead to Paris where seeking to escape the artistic decline he sensed in Vienna, he spent a further two years in straightened circumstances. Following a short return to Vienna, Ries commenced an intensive period of touring that took in the cities of Kassel, Hamburg, Copenhagen and Stockholm eventually moving to London in 1813 where he was to stay for the next eleven years.
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