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Time is slipping away to get our house in order with God, and now is the time to do so. Now, not tomorrow. Romans 13 says, “11 And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. 13 Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.”

Now more than ever the church needs to arise out of the ashes and into the light. Now is the time to put on the Lord Jesus, to walk in His ways and His truth in our pursuit of fulfilling the Great Commission. We have to understand, the night is indeed far spent, meaning the hourglass is running empty. We are living in the last days, and the day of the Lord’s coming is at hand. Billions of people are still lost in every city, town, and village across the world. There is no more time to be playing church or to be consumed with our agendas. We need to come into alignment with God, seek the Lord, and yes, awake from our slumber. For the church has been slumbering for a long time, lulled into sleep by a false sense of security, peace and a sense of accomplishment. 

In Exodus 8 we read, “8 Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, “Entreat the Lord that He may take away the frogs from me and from my people; and I will let the people go, that they may sacrifice to the Lord.” 9 And Moses said to Pharaoh, “Accept the honor of saying when I shall intercede for you, for your servants, and for your people, to destroy the frogs from you and your houses, that they may remain in the river only.” 10 So he said, “Tomorrow.”

Moses offered the Pharaoh the opportunity to seek God right there and then. The result would have been the end of the frogs, which were part of the 10 plagues that struck Egypt. Moses had brought a word of deliverance to the Pharaoh. Instead of opting for immediate deliverance and freedom, the Pharaoh chose ‘tomorrow’ as a day to be set free. Yes, the Pharaoh opted for another day of anguish and torture because he was stubborn. We must not be like the Pharaoh and say “tomorrow” when it comes to doing God’s work, which is to fulfil the Great Commission. 

We must not be stubborn and hard-hearted when it comes to doing God’s work now, and every day.

Jesus says in “Mark 4: 10 But when He was alone, those around Him with the twelve asked Him about the parable. 11 And He said to them, “To you it has been given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God; but to those who are outside, all things come in parables, 12 so that ‘Seeing they may see and not perceive, and hearing they may hear and not understand; lest they should turn, and their sins be forgiven them.’ ”

Jesus gives a paraphrase of Isaiah 6, which reads as follows, “8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.” 9 And He said, “Go, and tell this people: ‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’ 10 “Make the heart of this people dull, and their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and return and be healed.” Isaiah 6:9–10 describes the people to whom Isaiah was called to preach. The Lord said that the people would reject Isaiah's message and thereby harden their hearts (“make the heart of this people fat”) and become spiritually deaf (“make their ears heavy”) and blind (“shut their eyes”).

God sends Isaiah to foretell the ruin of his people. Many hear the sound of God's word, but do not feel the power of it. God sometimes, in righteous judgment, gives men up to blindness of mind, because they will not receive the truth in the love of it. In this above context, Isaiah was encouraged to continue to preach even though the people are already hardened to his message. Like the sower who spreads seed on the hardened, rocky, and weed-infested soil as well as the fertile ground, Jesus continues to teach the crowds, even knowing they include many who will not accept what He says.

Indeed, we are living in times within and without the folds of the church that so many are hearing, but do not understand, they see, but do not perceive.  It is the sad reality of the times we are living in, but it was forewarned in 2 Timothy 4 that people will turn their ears away from the truth of the Lord. Yet despite the perilous times of apostasy and great deception, we need to keep on preaching the Gospel and strive to fulfil the Great Commission. We need to keep on believing and trusting that God will stir people and awaken them to His reality and truth so they “see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and return and be healed”.

Just as the angel stirred the water at the pool of Bathsheba, we need to continue praying that God will indeed stir people to the truth of His Kingdom. So many within and without the church have fallen into a deep spiritual sleep of passivity, unaware of the dangers of their sin and rebellion. So many are living their lives blindfolded to the truth, brainwashed to believe in their superiority and god-like status. The church always had a duty, and this duty is growing in increasing importance, to fulfil the Great Commission, no matter the resistance, the rebellion, the mockery, the unbelief or the defiance. God remains the remedy of every troubled soul, the deliverance of the oppressed, the liberation of the yoked, the salvation of the lost, and the restorer of the broken.  

There is a quickening with God it seems to get things done because time is running over and it is running out faster than we think. There is much to say about the ‘quickening’ when it comes to God, suffice to say, there is a quickening of the Lord’s end-time movement. Yes, a quickening of His will and purpose within His people. We do not know when God is coming, but He is on His way. That is a guarantee. The end of days will unfold, in accordance with God’s time and plan. Yet, while times slip away, mankind is sleeping deeper into darkness. This is partly because of the intensified efforts of the devil and his cohorts, but also because the church is in an icy grip of apostasy that continues to shake it to its core.

Slipping. This is the word God shows when it comes to the condition of mankind. To slip is to lose our foothold. It is also to pass or change to a lower, worse, or different condition. We are slipping deeper into the muck of our depravity, carnality, immorality and pride. So many people are lost and left confused and dazed as darkness swirls around them. We have become so preoccupied with the tangible and with our lives that we have lost sight of God’s Kingdom and eternal joy. Now is the time more than ever to seek God, for the sands in the hourglass is nearly gone. God is a Lord of grace and mercy, yes full of love and beauty, yet how long shall we not heed Him? Time is slipping by, yet throughout the world, mankind continues doing as they see fit as if there nothing is wrong. God is warning mankind they are on a collision course with Him, yet we keep on ignoring Him as we choose to set sail in our lopsided boats proudly hewn and forged by our intellect and toil.

We do not know when God comes or when the end will finally be proclaimed, but time is running out. It may be another 10 years, or 20, or even 50. It might be now, or tomorrow. This is not a game. This is about life and death. It is about eternal salvation or damnation. Yet the world is fast asleep, ignoring the warning signs, playing at being gods, lost in the fantasy world of power and magic as we marvel at being captains of our own ships. Matthew 24 says, “37 But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 38 For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, 39 and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.”

Time is running out to get our houses in order. Fool’s gold will soon lose its lustre. All the fame and glory will fade in the light of god’s majesty. It is indeed all vanity. If we continue to ignore the Lord, we shall keep on slipping, yet if we heed His call, we shall find a mighty hand outstretched to pull us free from the quicksand.

Time is running out, yet God remains the Light to guide us home and to a refuge of joy and love. 2 Samuel 22 declares, “37 You enlarged my path under me; so my feet did not slip,” and also “Job 12:5 A lamp is despised in the thought of one who is at ease; It is made ready for those whose feet slip.” David writes in “Psalm 40: 1 I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined to me, and heard my cry. 2 He also brought me up out of a horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my steps. 3 He has put a new song in my mouth— Praise to our God; many will see it and fear, and will trust in the Lord.”

Yes, running is out. It is nearing the midnight hour when the Lord comes. As the seconds tick by in these last days, what is the church doing? Are we not slumbering to fulfil God’s mission to fulfil the Great Commission? Billions of people still do not know the Lord. So many in churches haven’t been discipled! We need to be shaken out of our slumber. It is clear the Church needs to again embrace the Holy Spirit and be led by the Spirit of God. It is clear the Lord will break down dividing walls within churches so that the Bride by one faith and one Spirit may emerge in His Glory. It is clear the time of restoration through repentance and correction is upon us.  It is time again to walk in God's Truth and in His Spirit. God is calling a people up the proverbial 'spiritual mountain', to sit at His Table, to feast with Him and to be planted in His Glory so that they may take the revival fire to a broken world.

These are indeed glorious days of the movement of the Lord. These are days of Joel 2 when we will see the outpouring of the Spirit – greater, tumultuous and overpowering. These are the days to arise, to awake and heed the Lord’s call.  The Lord is establishing foundations, restoring order, calming the waves of fearful notions and setting the captives free. Come one and come all, for the harvest is here – shall we reap the lost or shall we weep for our own lack of gain? These are the days for the spiritual fire to fall as in the days of Elijah when the Lord sifts and refines His Bride while declaring Himself Lord and King. Yet by fire and Spirit, He will shake all things, every foundation and stronghold and every altar and every word and every deed that stands against Him. These are the days of the outpouring to birth rivers of life – spiritual rivers within the darkened soul and within the caged mind. These are days of purification, refinement and revival for a time and a season. This is a time for the birth of His glory within His Bride. A time and a season have been granted to gather the Harvest until the one of lawlessness comes. This is the time and season for His power and might to flow for His manifested glory, for His manifested presence and for Him to turn us back to His heart in an intimate embrace.

The Lord is calling for His daughter [His Bride] to rise in their splendour so that His glorious light might shine to drive back the shadows. These are such days where He is reminding His people who He is – He is the only and true Living God, and He should be our only hope, strength, life and joy. There is no other, and only in Him can we trust for He is faithful and true. He reminds us that we exist for He exists and He is the essence and the existence of all. Why then shall we doubt or fear the terrors of the night or the burdens of the world? For in Him is the liberty and glorious eternal promise of freedom.

The Lord remains active and seated on the Throne. He is moving, seeking those who will follow Him and not merely a religion. What more can we say except that all toil and labour and effort and achievements in this world fade to dust and passes into a distant memory, for all that remains and is of worth and effort is that we are remembered by the Lord eternal. We may conquer lands, invade empires, build bridges, be glorious in thought and deeds, yet it fades with the passing of summer to winter, over time and age, over blossom and harvest time, from springs to ice caps, yet all that is important is when we lay down to sleep the deep sleep that out of the darkness, a waking occurs where we hear our name being whispered to awaken unto His presence.

Shall we rather not through humility and a sound resolve of being a servant strive to please the Master and make a contribution to the eternal empire where the sun never fades instead of striving to impress our vanity and ego upon this world? What then can we say except that we are made in spirit to return unto the spirit, to strive to be rid of the temporary, to rise above the mundane, to soar in the liberty of the Spirit so that we may seize the eternal magnitude of being given life – a life bound by a deep sense of belonging to divinity and a paradise prepared unto us.

Yes, the Church has been slumbering, but now it is a time for a reawakening and for the Giant to arise! It reminds of the song by Petra called Sleeping Giant: Darkness enclosing the world, so desperate for day, we're under the spell of disunity, when will this giant awake and stand and be free, now the hour has come to awaken and redeem the time, given to the night, curse this darkness and stand in the light, can you hear the alarm echo down the hall, the sleeping giant gets a wake-up call, awake from your sleep, ‘Cause it's time to stand tall, the sleeping giant gets a wake-up call.

1 Thessalonians 5 says, “1 But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to you. 2 For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. 3 For when they say, “Peace and safety!” then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. 4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief. 5 You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. 6 Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. 8 But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him. 11 Therefore comfort each other and [c]edify one another, just as you also are doing.”

This is now the time to choose the light, therefore, the things of God, for indeed the Day of the Lord is at hand. So many are indeed still embroiled in the affairs of darkness, but how shall they know the truth unless the body of Christ actively engages the lost in every town, city, and village to fulfil the Great Commission? We need to be as passionate as Philip in Acts 8 who preached and explained the Gospel to the Ethiopian. We need to be like the wise virgins in the parable of Matthew 25, who constantly watch therefore for we do not know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming. 

St. Augustine of Hippo once said:  “A Christian should be an Alleluia from head to foot”. More than ever the true believers of the Lord need to stand up, be counted and let their light shine to help those who are slipping. Only in God is our footing secure and we are settled on the eternal Rock. If our lives are not built upon Him, all shall crumble into dust. All is vanity, and all the fortune will wash away with the tides of the ocean. All that shall remain is God and those who loved Him above the pleasures and gratifications of a selfish world. God remains the only answer, hope and strength of a dying world hell-bent on self-destruction.

The apostle Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 1:6: “I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you.” What is the gift of God in us? In the very next Scripture it says: “7 For God did not give us a spirit of timidity or cowardice or fear, but [He has given us a spirit] of power and of love and of sound judgment and personal discipline [abilities that result in a calm, well-balanced mind and self-control].”

Let us be reminded that before we were born again, our spirit was completely dead, cold, and empty. But when we believed in Christ, He as the life-giving Spirit came to be mingled with and live in our spirit. Our regenerated human spirit was ignited with the divine fire of the Spirit of God. The precious gift of God in us is our spirit indwelt by the Holy Spirit. This is the gift we must fan into flame. Yes, our regenerated spirit was ignited by the divine fire of the Spirit. But after we’re saved, our zeal for the Lord may eventually fade. We’re not as hot and burning as when we first received the Lord. But Romans 12:11 exhorts us not to be “slothful in zeal, but be burning in spirit, serving the Lord.” Dear believers, the Lord wants us to be hot, burning in our love to Him and our service to Him. This is why we need to fan our spirit into flame! We need to be on fire again so that the Great Commission may be fulfilled and all nations may hear of God’s love.

How the Lord is again calling for believers in this time and age to fan the flame again! How the Lord is calling for people to seek Him like never before, reconnect with the Spirit, and let the fire of God burn, yes burn! For many, where there was once a burning flame, there is now only embers. Yet when you fan the embers, they then become alive again!

Leviticus 6:12 (New King James Version) says the following: “And the fire on the altar shall be kept burning on it; it shall not be put out. And the priest shall burn wood on it every morning, and lay the burnt offering in order on it; and he shall burn on it the fat of the peace offerings.” In the Old Testament, the fire never had to die on the altar, because the aroma and sacrifice must be a constant reminder of the covenant between the people and God. Just so, we are the living sacrifices who have laid down the old life. The flame must never die within us, so that we may be constant sweet aroma unto God, and that there is a constant manifestation of the living Covenant sealed by the Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 2:22). Constantly we must yield, submit and walk in the Spirit. For it says in 2 Corinthians 2:14: But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us spreads and makes evident everywhere the sweet fragrance of the knowledge of Him.

Yes, our lives must always be connected to the Spirit of God. We must be infused into God so that He truly abides in us and we abide in us! There is a beautiful song by Brian Doerksen called Light the Fire Again. The lyrics are as follows:  Don't let our love grow cold; Cause I’m calling out; Light the fire again; Don't let our vision die; I'm calling out; Light the fire again; You know my heart, my deeds; I'm calling out; Light the fire again; I need Your discipline; I'm calling out; Light the fire again.

Yes Lord, light the fire again! May we again be a Bride who walks by the Spirit, who talks by the Spirit, who functions, operates and minsters in the Spirit! May we again become aware of the fusion of our spirit with the Holy Spirit, and may we truly burn for God again. Lord, You are an all-consuming fire. May it burn in us Lord, and grant us the strength to truly fan the flame! Time is running out. Shall we listen? Shall we take note? Shall we take action? John 3:16 remains an eternal promise for all who seek God: “16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”
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Ever heard of the children’s story of the frog in the well? It is a simple story written by Alvin Tressel. It tells the story of a small frog that lived deep underground in an old well. The frog had been born in the well and lived its entire life there. All the frog knew of the outside world was the faint light far above it which it mistakenly took to be the sun. One day, a bird flew down into the well and came across the frog. The bird said to the frog, “come up to the outside world where it is bright and warm.” Upon hearing this, the frog laughed at the bird, thinking that the well was the entire world.

One day the well ran dry and the bugs began to disappear. The frog wondered what he could do. Conquering his fear, he peered out, and what did he see? Yes, an entirely new world of trees, flowers, meadows, marshes, and all kinds of end-of-the-world creatures! Entranced, the little frog ventured forth to find out more about the world outside his own. The story is really about the tale of one brave frog and his journey into wisdom. It intends to also underline the truth that we must guard against becoming intellectually complacent, thus we must be careful that we think we know everything there is to know. Thus, you can say the story warns against discounting things that lay outside one's own experience.

When it comes to our spiritual walk with God, it is easy to become like a frog stuck in the well. It is easy to become complacent thinking we know everything, or that we know all the truth. 1 Corinthians 13:9 says that we know in part and we prophesy in part. This is why we also need the entire Body of Christ to work together so that we can learn and move into the fullness of Christ and the fullness of His wisdom. The frog was not wise, but foolish. It took courage for the frog to venture out of his perceived home only to discover a new world that he could explore. To be honest, it is easy for believers to get stuck in the well of certain doctrines and theology. It is easy to get stuck in our complacency, familiarity and even in our pride. Yet we need God’s wisdom to be effective disciples, for in His wisdom we move and behave as His perfect will determines and dictates.

It is easy for believers to become spiritually narrowly minded to the complete truth of God. Just as the frog was stuck in the well, believers are stuck in churches and denominations for years thinking they are doing well spiritually. With God, there is no such thing as remaining stagnant. We must continue to grow, to learn and to progress in our spiritual walk. And along the journey, we need to test all things, but we also need to be teachable and humble when we do err or are walking in deception or have lost the way. This is part of our spiritual growth, and to be effective disciples in the Kingdom of God.

The reality is that with God there is always so much more to explore. There is so much to know, to experience, to see and understand. We must be very careful of spiritual complacency, passivity and narrow-mindedness. God is huge, and He wants us to continually grow in wisdom, knowledge, understanding and counsel. For the frog, the well offered only so much insight and knowledge, and it defined his reality of living. Can we imagine how much he would have learned once outside the well? Yes, an endless world of possibilities, adventures and explorations. At times we need to step out of the well of our comfort levels and familiarly to truly know God and His Kingdom.

Do you know we can step into the pitfall of familiarity regarding God? The saying goes that familiarity breeds contempt. We can develop contempt for the wisdom and knowledge of God when we remain in the proverbial well, and thus become overly familiar with things about Church and our spiritual walk. After all, some people have only known one denomination or attended one church for most of their lives. They have become familiar with the church environment, and have become familiar with the doctrines about God that hardly changes. They have thus become familiar with God because of the “well” that defines their spiritual reality and insight. We can never become familiar with God of His Kingdom that it produces passivity, or spiritual laziness or even spiritual contempt for His greatness and wisdom.

God wants us to continue exploring, knowing, and seeking Him, and thus grow in wisdom. Matthew 7 encourages us to keep asking, seeking and knocking. God wants us to grow spiritually mature, thus to grow in His wisdom, knowledge and understanding. If we don’t, we can easily be deceived, and our reality can become the ‘well’ where spiritual nourishment runs dry.

Habakkuk 2 declares: “14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” This prophecy speaks of a time to come, and that time will indeed come when God has redeemed the world at His coming. Of such a time we read in Zachariah 14 and Joel 3, and also in the Book of Revelation. What is important to note is that God has intended to flood the world with His knowledge, so that we as His people may know such knowledge and walk in it. It is, therefore, a big deal with God for us to walk in His wisdom and knowledge to know Him, His ways, His will and truth.  It is such a big deal that it is a prophetic declaration that the world will be covered by such knowledge!

In Hosea 4:1 we read, “Hear the word of the Lord, You children of Israel, for the Lord brings a charge against the inhabitants of the land: “There is no truth or mercy or knowledge of God in the land.” And also verse 6, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me; because you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.” God makes the emphatic point that we are destroyed, thus perish, if we seek not the wisdom of God and His knowledge. Without His wisdom and knowledge, how shall we know the path of life and how to walk in His goodness and mercy and glory? For in His glory is healing, deliverance, hope and our salvation. Thus, the world needs to be covered in His knowledge for in His Word there is life, hope and sustenance.

The Book of Proverbs speaks so much of the importance of seeking wisdom and knowledge. Proverbs 18:15 says, “The heart of the prudent acquires knowledge, and the ear of the wise seeks knowledge,” and also “Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction.” Proverbs 2 speaks on the value of wisdom: “1 My son, if you receive my words, and treasure my commands within you, 2 So that you incline your ear to wisdom, and apply your heart to understanding; 3 Yes, if you cry out for discernment, and lift up your voice for understanding, 4 If you seek her as silver, and search for her as for hidden treasures; 5 Then you will understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God. 6 For the Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding; 7 He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who walk uprightly; 8 He guards the paths of justice, and preserves the way of His saints. 9 Then you will understand righteousness and justice, equity and every good path.”

We live in perilous times, and one of the great dangers in the church is foolishness, which is the result of people not seeking true wisdom and knowledge of God. We then become like the frog stuck in the well, scrambling to survive spiritually and we lose sight of the Kingdom. For the frog, he saw the light as the sun, yet it was but a ray of light. We can easily miss God’s picture bigger when we do not seek God’s greatness and goodness. Foolishness makes us ineffective in our duty as disciples, for we shall be led astray.

Proverbs 2:6 says, “For the Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding.” James 1:5 declares, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.” Solomon asked for wisdom above all else, yet he failed to persist in such wisdom and chose the path of foolishness by allowing idolatry and paganism into the kingdom. We must not just seek wisdom, but we must apply it, embrace it and practice it.

Indeed, we are called to be wise when it comes to the ways, will and truth of God. Proverbs 10 says “14 Wise people store up knowledge, but the mouth of the foolish is near destruction.” Wisdom and knowledge does not imply intellect and even education, but rather a true and real understanding of the Kingdom. We are called not to be foolish, but to learn from God, and be willing to learn from others if we are in error. This calls for humility to be corrected if needed. Proverbs 12 says “1 whoever loves instruction loves knowledge, but he who hates correction is stupid,” and also “Proverbs 15:14 The heart of him who has understanding seeks knowledge, But the mouth of fools feeds on foolishness.”

True wisdom and knowledge only come from God. Isaiah 11:2 speaks of the Spirit of God of understanding, knowledge, counsel and wisdom. John 16 speaks of the Holy Spirit leading us in all truth. 1 John 2 says, “27 But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him.” This anointing is the indwelling presence and work of the Holy Spirit.

Paul and other disciples also urged believers to grow into maturity and eventually shun spiritual foolishness. The ascended gifts as mentioned in Ephesians 4 of apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers for the purpose of equipping the saints for the work of ministry, “13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ— 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.”

Luke, the author of Hebrews, writes the following in chapter 5, “12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of [d]use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”

And also in chapter 6 (the peril of not progressing): “1 Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to [a]perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2 of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 3 And this [b]we will do if God permits. 4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 [c]if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.”

In 2 Peter 1 we read, “5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins.” The frog was stuck in the well and couldn’t develop certain values of 2 Peter 1, and thus found the well to be barren of life and he was indeed shortsighted. If we grow in God in diligence and faith then we will be fruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus.

Proverbs 9:6 admonishes us to forsake foolishness and live, and to go in the way of understanding. In 2 Corinthians 6:14, we read, “Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness?” Just so, there is no fellowship between wisdom and foolishness. Paul writes in “1 Corinthians 2: 13 These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15 But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no one. 16 For “who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him?” But we have the mind of Christ.” Yes, we need to grow up in Christ to be wise and to know the ways of God. Thus, to know what is true and real, and to know what is false and what is an error.  

We need to walk in the Spirit to understand the spiritual. Galatians 6 says “7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.” In the knowledge of God by the Spirit of the Lord, we shall indeed reap life. Again, a lack of knowledge produces destruction, while seeking knowledge in the spiritual produces hope.

How we need the wisdom of the Lord once again in our churches and for the wisdom of the Lord to rest upon the lips of His servants!  It says in “Job 28:28 But to man He said, Behold, the reverential and worshipful fear of the Lord—that is Wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding.” Several years ago, the Lord spoke about the lack of wisdom in His Church and this is so true. We have many teachers and preachers speaking on many subjects, but somehow it seems we are still falling short of speaking God’s wisdom. False prophecies abound, so does erroneous doctrines and deceptive teachings.

Foolishness still abounds, and so we become like the frog in the well, stuck and without knowledge. Why? Because man seeks after his wisdom and relies upon his intellectual faculty to determine the Truth of God. And such Godly wisdom comes by fearing the Lord, obeying Him, seeking Him and walking in His Spirit. Such wisdom speaks not of foolishness, ignorance or deception as we see so often in Churches, but it speaks of God’s will, His plan, His Kingdom, His Truth and His Way. Romans 11: 33 says “Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!” God is all-wise, infinitely wise. It says for example in “Psalm 147 vs 5: Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit.”

God’s wisdom is also vastly superior to human wisdom. Let us remember God remains the source of wisdom. Daniel 2:20 says, “Daniel answered and said, “Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever, for wisdom and power belong to Him.” It speaks of the mind of God, His intentions, His plans and purposes. There is indeed much deception and deceptive teaching in churches these days (2 Timothy 3, 2 Peter 2, Book of Jude), as well as idolatry, New Age practices, enlightenment, humanism and rationalism. What we need is the wisdom of God!

Wisdom is not just knowledge, but “know how.” God’s wisdom enables Him to “know how” to do anything (see 2 Peter 2:9). It enables us how the follow God’s will and to know how to move in His Spirit at all times. What we need is God’s Word spoken in a time like this! Not a word to please man, not a word out of which man can benefit, not a word that will entertain, not a word to exploit God’s Kingdom, not a word without power, but indeed, we need a word that shakes the gates of hell, sets people free from spiritual bondage, shatters demonic strongholds, that breaks every false teaching and prophecy and that manifest the power of God!

Wisdom is not merely about “knowing good and evil.” Wisdom is also about knowing good from evil. Eating the fruit of the forbidden tree did cause Adam and Eve to know evil. They knew evil by experience. The worst of it is that Adam and Eve did come to a new awareness of “good and evil,” but notice what happened in the process. What was evil became “good” in their eyes. Eating the fruit of that tree was forbidden by God. To eat that fruit was to do what was evil. And yet, with a little prompting and deception by Satan, Eve came to see this “evil” (by God’s definition) as “good” (in her perception, as suggested by Satan).

This is something that has been happening a lot in our world these days, where what is natural to God becomes unnatural to man, thus what is now natural to man is natural to God. It is because what is natural to man has been deemed no longer good but it has somehow been twisted to become evil. And thus we fall into the trap of not knowing true wisdom and remain stuck in the well.

What is then this wisdom that we should acquire? We read in “James chapter 3: 17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.” The wisdom that we should seek is the wisdom of heaven that surpasses the simple knowledge of man. And such wisdom is all that James surmised. Indeed, wisdom is knowledge and understanding of God’s Truth, coupled with spiritual and revelation insight that reflects the reality of the Kingdom of God. It is the wisdom that speaks of God’s character and nature, reflected in our walk through life. It reflects His holiness, beauty and purity. It is even greater than applying logic, which is merely the application of reason. How we need wisdom in our time and age; wisdom beyond mere human reasoning or logic, for the wisdom of God surpasses the greatest knowledge of man.

Ephesians 5 says “15 Look carefully then how you walk! Live purposefully and worthily and accurately, not as the unwise and witless, but as wise (sensible, intelligent people), 16 Making the very most of the time [buying up each opportunity], because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be vague and thoughtless and foolish, but understanding and firmly grasping what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but ever be filled and stimulated with the [Holy] Spirit.” There is a great need says the Lord for the Church [Bride] to once again walk in His Wisdom – and the emphasis is on the Lord’s wisdom and not men’s wisdom.

Consider Jeremiah 6:16 where the Lord calls upon us to walk according to the ancient of ways. Wisdom dictates that it is wise to seek the path and the way of God, but those who are foolish shall go astray and be subject to the perils of their own folly. For wisdom is about walking the road of God. It is about understanding and discerning which path to tread, the right decisions to take, and the correct choices to make. Wisdom guards us against complacency, passivity, foolishness and going astray in the pursuit of God.

It is about knowing the path to follow, and ultimately, who to follow. And the one we follow shall determine our outlook, our perception, our conduct and our ways. Consider, therefore, if the Church lacks wisdom, then this implies a state of not knowing which way to travel. Is it then any wonder we find the Church lost, confused, directionless and divided?  Wisdom dictates that we follow the true path of God, for those who are wise are those who seek the Lord’s ways and truths. Not following God is foolishness. And foolishness is to remain in the well, blind to the greatness of God and the lack of willingness to learn.

Proverbs 3 is about seeking the wisdom of God, for in the wisdom of God we truly find life for we shall walk in the will of the Lord. We must truly make every effort, therefore, by all our strength to seek the Lord’s wisdom and to follow in such a path.

In this chapter, Solomon writes, “1 My son, do not forget my law, but let your heart keep my commands; 2 For length of days and long life and peace they will add to you. 3 Let not mercy and truth forsake you; Bind them around your neck, Write them on the tablet of your heart, 4 And so find favor and [a]high esteem In the sight of God and man. 5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths. 7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the Lord and depart from evil. 8 It will be health to your [c]flesh, And strength[d] to your bones... 13 Happy is the man who finds wisdom, And the man who gains understanding; 14 For her proceeds are better than the profits of silver, And her gain than fine gold...21 My son, let them not depart from your eyes— Keep sound wisdom and discretion; 22 So they will be life to your soul And grace to your neck. 23 Then you will walk safely in your way, and your foot will not stumble. 24 When you lie down, you will not be afraid; Yes, you will lie down and your sleep will be sweet. 25 Do not be afraid of sudden terror, nor of trouble from the wicked when it comes; 26 For the Lord will be your confidence, and will keep your foot from being caught.

There is a great need for the Church [Bride] to walk in wisdom of the Lord – and the emphasis is on the Lord’s wisdom and not man’s wisdom. Wisdom dictates that it is wise to seek the path and the way of God, but those who are foolish shall go astray and be subject to the perils of their own folly. Wisdom is about walking the road of God. It is about understanding and discerning which path to tread, the right decisions to take, and the correct choices to make. Wisdom speaks of the man adopting the knowledge to understand, to comprehend, to know and discern the truth.

We cannot walk in wisdom – implying walking in fear and in the ways of God – if we are not being led by the Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit was sent to lead us in the ways of God. We are but merely foolish if we do not follow the Spirit. Wisdom is in essence the application and understanding of the knowledge of God, and the applications of His commandments, teachings, and ordinances. It is by the complete and utter submission to the Holy Spirit that we walk in wisdom and not in the wisdom of man. How we need to again walk in God’s Wisdom so that the power of the Lord will be demonstrated and manifested through us!

It is about knowing the path to follow, and ultimately, who to follow. And the one we follow shall determine our outlook, our perception, our conduct and our ways. Consider, therefore, if the Church lacks wisdom, then this implies a state of not knowing which way to travel, what path to tread or even what to believe. Is it then any wonder we find the Church lost, confused, directionless and divided?

It says in “Ephesians 5: 15 Look carefully then how you walk! 17 Therefore do not be vague and thoughtless and foolish, but understanding and firmly grasping what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but ever be filled and stimulated with the [Holy] Spirit.” More than ever we need to be careful how we walk, for we need to walk in the wisdom and the counsel and understanding of the Lord. There is still the clear call to walk in the ways of wisdom, and in the ways of truth, but we can only do so as we are led in the understanding, knowledge, counsel and wisdom of the Spirit. Wisdom cannot be detached from God as a separate identity or entity, for this is the path of scholars and academics. True wisdom comes from God and God alone. We can only walk in wisdom when we yield and submit to the Lord, abiding in Him, seeking Him day and night lest we walk in the ways of foolishness and wickedness. In the wisdom of God, we shall know what is right and wrong, and we shall understand the ways of the Lord and we shall know how to walk in such ways.

It is by the complete and utter submission to the Holy Spirit that we walk in the wisdom of heaven and not in the wisdom of man. And we need to walk in God’s wisdom, knowledge and understanding when it comes to our spiritual journey. And we must make every effort to do so? It is when we follow the Spirit that we shall walk in Truth, and by such Truth, we walk in wisdom. In the Truth of God us our freedom. For as declared in John 16, the Spirit of the Lord came to lead us in all Truth.

By the wisdom of God, we guard against corruption, as mentioned in Proverbs 3: “31 Do not envy the oppressor, and choose none of his ways; 32 For the perverse person is an abomination to the Lord, But His secret counsel is with the upright. 33 The curse of the Lord is on the house of the wicked, But He blesses the home of the just. 34 Surely He scorns the scornful, But gives grace to the humble. 35 The wise shall inherit glory, but shame shall be the legacy of fools.”

This is also the crux of the message of Psalm 1: 1 Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night. 3 He shall be like a tree planted by the [c]rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.”

Proverbs 4 says, “1 He also taught me, and said to me: “Let your heart retain my words; Keep my commands, and live. 5 Get wisdom! Get understanding! Do not forget, nor turn away from the words of my mouth. 6 Do not forsake her, and she will preserve you; Love her, and she will keep you. 7 Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom.”

Apostle Paul said the following in “1 Corinthians 2: 4 And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.” God must always remain the true Teacher of all, be our guide. He must guide us in all wisdom and knowledge when it comes to deliverance and counselling, lest we are led astray by our own perceptions, thoughts, ideas and yes, even our own education and training.

Job 28:28 says wisdom begins with the fear of God, meaning we submit to the Lord’s wisdom and His truth, and not our own. Those who are foolish are those who seek not the ways of God but rather abandon the true path of holiness to seek their own destiny and truth. Foolishness is to seek wisdom and knowledge apart from God, who is the source of all wisdom. And the Holy Spirit guides and leads us in such wisdom. Remember, wisdom begins with the fear of God, and part of the work of the Spirit is to lead us to walk in the fear of the Lord. If we fear the Lord, thus respect Him as God – the true divine being of all – then we shall begin to walk in wisdom. This is the work of the Spirit.

Solomon, the wise king of Israel who asked for wisdom, spoke in Proverbs as a father giving advice to his son. Solomon reminded his son to follow his example and to follow the ways of the Lord. Just as it would have been wise for Solomon’s children to heed such advice, it is also wise for us to heed to commandments and statutes of the Lord. And such Truth and the Way of the Kingdom is revealed by the Spirit of the Lord. It says in “Isaiah 55: 6 Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 7 Let the wicked forsake their ways and the unrighteous their thoughts. Let them turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD. 9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

How do we walk in the wisdom of the Lord? It says in “James 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God.” Yes ask the Lord and He shall give, just as Solomon cried for wisdom. It is the will of God for us to walk in His wisdom and truth. And so it says in “Matthew 7: 7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.”

For it is written in “James 3: 15 This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. 16 For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work. 17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.” Indeed, we must seek the wisdom of above, which is the wisdom of God. So this reminds us of Proverbs 19: Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.

Paul writes about the wisdom and power of God in “1 Corinthians 1: 18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.” 20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 22 For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.”

It says in “Galatians 5:22-23: But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.” Thus, considering the Spirit imparts wisdom, we can therefore say that:

• Wisdom is pure for the Holy Spirit, being God, is 100% pure and spotless.

• Wisdom manifests peace. The fruit of the Spirit is also peace.
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