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Introduction




   




  A specific shamanic initiation allowed governing elite or medicine men to communicate with nature deities ; banned by evangelic oppression as a satanic witchcraft, the shamanic ritual became a secret cult or disappeared, briefly mentioned in chronicles unwilling to draw attention of the powerful Inquisition.




  His predominance over pre-Columbian religion is now gradually admitted, along with such concepts as the animal Guardian Spirit (met through dreams or trances), the spiritual Travel experienced by the flying Shadow Soul, or the Vision Serpent embodied by the Feathered Serpent guide.




  Shamanism revival seems quite consensual, focused on individual well-being and quest for harmony. It reminds us that when pre-Columbian religion is not restricted to human sacrifice, it appears much more sophisticated than was thought. Today there is abundant literature on Amerindian shamanism, legacy of Carlos Castaneda’s work about a surviving Toltec neo-shamanism in Mexico. But referring today to a Toltec legacy is somehow a fantasy, because Toltec civilization disappeared around 800 years ago ! Aztecs were already referring nostalgically to ancient Toltecs, from which they inherited a kind of spiritual quest :
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