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	Preface

	 

	In everyday communication we do not pay much attention to the building blocks of a sentence, the setup of which impacts the way we are understood by others. Irrespective of which level of English we are at, we tend to ask ourselves questions about the building blocks, just like doing a jigsaw puzzle we try to fit together small pieces of different shapes. The ebook is the form of a quiz which consists in deciphering which sentences are correct and incorrect. It is an interesting and informative resource for inquisitive English learners by focusing on a wide variety of contrastive contexts. With this self-study guide, you will be able to test your knowledge of English and see the correct answer consulting the key equipped with bracketed explanations. A plethora of seemingly similar sentences constitutes the biggest asset of the publication. The more correct and incorrect sentences you study in contrastive contexts, the better chance of gaining a feel for correct English usage. When the sentence is wrong the first fundamental step is to identify where the problem is before even finding the solution, rather than randomly changing things hoping for a stroke of luck. It is worth mentioning at this point that the ebook is not a coursebook and does not aim to be as such. It is a selective and inspiring collection of sentences, which I hope, will encourage the learner to do their own study into this fascinating language. 

	 

	Radosław Więckowski

	4ad@gazeta.pl

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 


In each group of sentences there are both correct and incorrect ones. There can be one incorrect sentence or more. Mark the correct sentences with √ and incorrect ones with ×. Try to identify the mistakes and explain your choice. 

	 

	1.

	1. How about we play tennis? ___

	2. How about playing tennis? ___

	3. How about play tennis? ___

	 

	Key to 1:

	1. How about we play tennis? √ correct

	2. How about playing tennis? √ correct

	3. How about play tennis? × incorrect

	 

	2. 

	1. How does it feel to work at Google? ___

	2. How is it like to work at Google? ___

	3. What does it feel like to work at Google? ___

	4. What is it like to work at Google? ___

	5. What is it like working at Google? ___

	 

	Key to 2:

	1. How does it feel to work at Google? √ correct

	2. How is it like to work at Google? × incorrect (The preposition like occurs with what, not with how so the correct question is what is … like, not how is … like)

	3. What does it feel like to work at Google? √ correct

	4. What is it like to work at Google? √ correct

	5. What is it like working at Google? √ correct

	 


Sentences 1 - 5 

	1.

	1. To have been working so little and to have achieved such results is a big surprise for them. ___

	2. Having been working so little and having achieved such results, they were surprised. ___

	3. To have been working so little and having achieved such results is a big surprise for them. ___

	 

	2.

	1. This is a pen, and that’s a pencil. And what’s this? It’s a felt-tip pen. ___

	2. This is a pen, and that’s a pencil. And what’s that? It’s a felt-tip pen. ___

	3. This is a pen, and this is a pencil. And what’s that? This is a felt-tip pen. ___

	 

	3.

	1. There are a lot of people being nice to you. ___

	2. There are a lot of people be nice to you. ___

	 

	4.

	1. I seem unable to solve this problem. ___

	2. I seem to be unable to solve this problem. ___

	3. I seem not to be able to solve this problem. ___

	4. I can’t seem to solve this problem. ___

	5. I can’t seem to be able to solve this problem. ___

	 

	5.

	1. Many of these data are useless because of their lack of specifics. ___

	2. Much of this data is useless because of its lack of specifics. ___

	3. Much of this data are useless because of their lack of specifics. ___

	 


Key to sentences 1-5

	1.

	1. To have been working so little and to have achieved such results is a big surprise for them. √

	2. Having been working so little and having achieved such results, they were surprised. √

	3. To have been working so little and having achieved such results is a big surprise for them. ×

	 

	2.

	1. This is a pen, and that’s a pencil. And what’s this? It’s a felt-tip pen. √

	2. This is a pen, and that’s a pencil. And what’s that? It’s a felt-tip pen. √

	3. This is a pen, and this is a pencil. And what’s that? This is a felt-tip pen. × (When we point to the second thing we use the determiner that, not this. In reply to What’s that? we don’t say This is …, but That is … or It is …)

	 

	3.

	1. There are a lot of people being nice to you. √

	2. There are a lot of people be nice to you. × (in there-sentences we use gerunds, for example There are some people waiting for you, There are some people being angry with her etc.)

	 

	4.

	1. I seem unable to solve this problem. √

	2. I seem to be unable to solve this problem. √

	3. I seem not to be able to solve this problem. √

	4. I can’t seem to solve this problem. √

	5. I can’t seem to be able to solve this problem. × (to be able is redundant here)

	 

	5.

	1. Many of these data are useless because of their lack of specifics. √

	2. Much of this data is useless because of its lack of specifics. √

	3. Much of this data are useless because of their lack of specifics. × (with much we always use a verb in the singular)

	 


Sentences 6 - 11 

	6.

	1. I remember my father to have been very kind. ___

	2. I remember my father having been very kind. ___

	3. I remember my father being very kind. ___

	4. I remember my father to be very kind. ___

	 

	7.

	1. What I am irritated at is his treating me like a child. ___

	2. What I am irritated at is he treats me like a child. ___

	3. I am irritated at his treating me like a child. ___

	 

	8.

	1. I hate it that the project is over. ___

	2. I hate that the project is over. ___

	 

	9.

	1. I found a book few of whose pages were lost. ___

	2. I found a book few of which pages were lost. ___

	3. I found a book of which few pages were lost. ___ 

	 

	10.

	1. You won't get a promotion until you have been working here as long as he. ___

	2. You won't get a promotion until you will have been working here as long as he. ___

	3. You won't get a promotion until you have worked here as long as he. ___

	 

	11.

	1. Once you've mastered the basics, you can begin to experiment a little. ___

	2. Once you will master the basics, you can begin to experiment a little. ___

	3. Once you master the basics, you can begin to experiment a little. ___

	 


Key to sentences 6 - 11 

	6.

	1. I remember my father to have been very kind. √

	2. I remember my father having been very kind. √

	3. I remember my father being very kind. √

	4. I remember my father to be very kind. ×

	 

	7.

	1. What I am irritated at is his treating me like a child. √

	2. What I am irritated at is he treats me like a child. ×

	3. I am irritated at his treating me like a child. √

	 

	8.

	1. I hate it that the project is over. √ 

	2. I hate that the project is over. × (the verb hate preceding that is used with it)

	 

	9.

	1. I found a book few of whose pages were lost. √

	2. I found a book few of which pages were lost. ×

	3. I found a book of which few pages were lost. √ (of which always proceeds many and few) 

	 

	10.

	1. You won't get a promotion until you have been working here as long as he. √

	2. You won't get a promotion until you will have been working here as long as he. × (in time clauses after until we do not put future tenses) 

	3. You won't get a promotion until you have worked here as long as he. √

	 

	11.

	1. Once you've mastered the basics, you can begin to experiment a little. √

	2. Once you will master the basics, you can begin to experiment a little. × (In English after once we don’t put future tenses)

	3. Once you master the basics, you can begin to experiment a little. × (In this context mastering the basics takes some time, so after once Present Perfect is more appropriate)



	




	Sentences 12 - 16 

	12.

	1. That John was angry surprised Mary. ___

	2. For John being angry surprised Mary. ___

	3. John’s being angry surprised Mary. ___

	4. For John to be angry surprised Mary. ___

	 

	13.

	1. My tooth needs filling. ___

	2. My tooth needs being filled. ___

	3. My tooth needs to be filled. ___

	 

	14.

	1. The problem is worth considering. ___

	2. The problem is worth to be considered. ___

	3. The problem is worth being considered. ___

	 

	15.

	1. John’s playing the violin surprises the teacher. ___

	2. It surprises the teacher John’s playing the violin. ___

	3. It surprises the teacher that John plays the violin. ___

	4. For John to play the violin surprises the teacher. ___

	 

	16.

	1. Quickly he left for home. ___

	2. Quickly he didn’t leave for home. ___

	 

	 


Key to sentences 12 - 16 

	12.

	1. That John was angry surprised Mary. √

	2. For John being angry surprised Mary. ×

	3. John’s being angry surprised Mary. √

	4. For John to be angry surprised Mary. √

	 

	13.

	1. My tooth needs filling. √

	2. My tooth needs being filled. ×

	3. My tooth needs to be filled. √

	 

	14.

	1. The problem is worth considering. √

	2. The problem is worth to be considered. × (after the adjective worth we do not put an infinitive)

	3. The problem is worth being considered. √

OEBPS/cover.jpeg
1
-

“I“N \INIHK ‘H

dostaw WieckowsKi

ENGLISH
SENTENCES

QUIZ





OEBPS/images/image-2.jpeg
&Y

Author: Radostaw Wieckowski

Front and back cover design: Dominika Glugla

© Copyright by DIF Publishing House
Radostaw Wieckowski
Osielsko 2023

ISBN 978-83-968474-7-8

All rights reserved.

No portion of this book may be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher.

DIF Publishing House

Radostaw Wieckowski
ul. Wierzbowa 7
86-031 Osielsko
Poland





OEBPS/images/image-1.jpeg
Radostaw Wieckowski

ENGLISH
SENTENCES

QUIZ

<l






