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    Foreword




    A personal note from the editor…




    “What if…?” was the question that gave birth to Behind the Story Books.




    When I pick up a book, from the first letter to the last, I am often completely enveloped in the novel - I’m laughing, rejoicing, fighting, and crying, side by side next to the characters. Even long after the book is finished, I found myself reminiscing about the scenes and characters over and over again in my head like a broken tape recorder – I was left high and very dry.




    One particularly pleasant evening, after closing the last page to a wonderful story, I just HAD to find out everything about the book - how it was created, how it was developed, who the author was, - everything.




    This sudden spurt of passion has led me to create and develop Behind the Story Books, to share with you - my fellow book lovers – a fan’s love for books. I hope you can see the love that went into the creation this book. Please enjoy this book and support Behind the Story Books. It is created for a fan, by a fan.




    So without further ado, I present to you…
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  Introduction




  “Are you ready to go backstage?”




  “Props and Sets”




  “Who’s the author anyways?”
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    Suzanne Collins was forever changed by her unforgettable heroine Katniss Everdeen, the woman behind one of the most successful literary breakthroughs in Young Adult Literature today, The Hunger Games Trilogy. She is an American television writer and novelist, who came from a family of war men, like her father, who is an Air Force man who served in the Vietnam War. (3) She spent her childhood wondering if her father would make it out in the war, and the long absence of her father made it more melancholic as a young daughter at six. (2)




    Although her family had to adapt with her father’s duty, Collins spent her lifetime in the Eastern part of America. She attended the Alabama School of Fine Arts in her high school years, and then later earned her double Degree in Drama and Telecommunications in Indiana University where she met her lifetime partner and actor Cap Pryor. (3) At twenty five, the couple moved to New York where she pursued an M.F.A in Dramatic Writing at NYU. It was after her graduation where she started working for children’s television. (2)Some of these noted kid’s shows were mostly from Nickelodeon, like the Emmy nominated Clarissa Explains it All and The Mystery Files of Shelby Woo. (3)




    While enjoying her life dedicating her talent in the television, Suzanne Collins met children’s author James Proimos who encouraged her to try her luck with children’s stories. (1) She was working for a children’s show then entitled Generation O, but deep inside her she wanted the same encouragement as well. (3) She read Alice in Wonderland as a kid, and marveled how, who are urbanized will kids can find a tea party after falling into a rabbit hole like the heroine. This inspiration gave way to the first book of Collin’s, entitled Gregor the Overlander, which is the first book in The Underland Chronicles. (50) The series was composed of five books, written from 2003 until 2007. A break within the books led to a rhyming picture book entitled When Charlie McButton Lost Power in 2005. (3)
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