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Disclaimer

	This book is intended for educational and informational purposes only. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and reliability of the information provided at the time of writing. However, the author makes no representations or warranties regarding the completeness, accuracy, or suitability of the content for any particular purpose.

	 

	The techniques, workflows, and recommendations presented in this guide are based on general best practices for using Luminar Neo and digital photo editing software. Results may vary depending on individual skill level, system configuration, software updates, and personal creative choices.

	 

	This book is not affiliated with, endorsed by, or sponsored by Skylum Software or the developers of Luminar Neo. All product names, trademarks, and registered trademarks mentioned are the property of their respective owners and are used for identification purposes only.

	 

	The author shall not be held liable for any loss, damage, or inconvenience arising from the use or misuse of the information provided in this book, including but not limited to data loss, software issues, or editing outcomes.

	 

	Readers are encouraged to exercise their own judgment and discretion when applying the techniques described. Always keep backup copies of original images before making edits.

	 

	By using this book, you acknowledge and agree to these terms.
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Introduction

	You took the photo. You saw something beautiful, interesting, or meaningful, and you captured it. But when you looked at the image on your screen, something was missing. The colors seemed flat. The lighting looked dull. 

	The magic you experienced in that moment did not translate to the photograph. This guide exists to bridge that gap. By the time you finish reading, you will know exactly how to transform any image into the photograph you envisioned when you pressed the shutter button.

	Luminar Neo is not just another photo editing application. It represents a fundamental shift in how everyday photographers can achieve professional results. The artificial intelligence built into this software handles complex tasks that used to require years of experience and expensive training. 

	Sky replacements that once took hours now happen in seconds. Portrait retouching that demanded expert technique now requires only a few slider adjustments. You do not need to become a technical expert to create stunning images. You need to understand what tools exist and when to use them.

	This guide takes a different approach than typical software manuals. You will not find pages of technical specifications or exhaustive feature lists. Instead, you will find clear instructions that lead to immediate results. 

	Every chapter follows a simple pattern: understand what a tool does, see how it works, then do it yourself. By the time you finish each section, you will have actually used what you learned. Knowledge becomes skill through practice, and this guide ensures you practice constantly.

	The structure moves logically from setup to export. 

	Chapter 1 gets Luminar Neo running on your computer and familiarizes you with the workspace. 

	Chapter 2 shows you how to import and organize photos so you never waste time searching for images. 

	Chapters 3 and 4 introduce the AI tools and essential adjustments that form the foundation of every edit. From there, you will explore creative effects, portrait techniques, landscape editing, masking, presets, advanced tools, and finally exporting your finished work. Each chapter builds on what came before, creating a complete education in modern photo editing.

	You do not need any prior experience to use this guide. If you have never edited a photo beyond applying a basic filter, you will find every concept explained clearly with no assumed knowledge. 

	If you have some editing background, you will discover how Luminar Neo's AI-powered approach can accelerate your workflow dramatically. The techniques work for casual snapshots and serious photography alike. A vacation photo and a professional portrait both benefit from proper exposure, accurate colors, and thoughtful enhancement.

	The goal is not perfection on your first attempt. The goal is progress with every edit. Your tenth photo will look better than your first. Your fiftieth will look better than your tenth. The tools remain the same, but your eye develops, your instincts sharpen, and your personal style emerges. This guide gives you the foundation. What you build on that foundation is entirely up to you.

	One important principle guides every chapter: restraint creates better results than excess. The most common mistake new editors make is pushing adjustments too far. 

	Oversaturated colors, plastic-looking skin, and obviously replaced skies all result from heavy-handed editing. 

	Throughout this guide, you will learn to make adjustments that enhance without overwhelming. The best edits are invisible. Viewers should admire your photograph, not notice your editing.

	Your photos deserve to look as good as the moments they represent. The sunset really was that beautiful. The portrait subject really does have that spark in their eyes. 

	The landscape really did take your breath away. Luminar Neo gives you the tools to reveal what your camera captured. This guide shows you exactly how to use them. Turn the page and let us begin.

	 

	 

	 


How To Use This Book

	This guide expects you to learn by doing. Keep Luminar Neo open on your computer as you read. When you encounter a "Do This Now" section, stop reading and actually do it. The few minutes you spend practicing each technique will teach you more than hours of passive reading ever could.

	Start at the beginning and work through each chapter in order. The structure is intentional. Chapter 1 assumes you have never opened Luminar Neo before. By Chapter 11, you are working with advanced tools that build on everything you learned earlier. Skipping ahead might leave you confused when a chapter references techniques from previous sections.

	Keep a collection of practice photos ready before you begin. Gather at least one portrait with a clearly visible face, one landscape with visible sky, one indoor photo taken in artificial light, and several photos from a single shoot or event. Having these ready means you can immediately practice each technique on an appropriate image.

	Do not rush. A better approach is completing one or two sections per session, then spending time experimenting with what you learned before moving forward. Edit several photos using your new techniques. Make mistakes. Figure out why certain adjustments work better than others. This experimentation cements your learning far more effectively than racing to the final chapter.

	Return to chapters when you need them. This guide works as both a learning tool and a reference. After completing your initial read-through, you will find yourself returning to specific sections when you encounter particular editing challenges. The clear organization makes finding relevant information quick and easy.

	Finally, remember that this guide teaches tools, not rules. Once you understand why certain adjustments produce certain results, you earn the right to break the guidelines intentionally. Learn the foundations thoroughly, then trust your instincts when they tell you to do something different.

	 


Chapter 1: Get Set Up and Start Editing in Minutes

	(No Confusion. No Guesswork. Just Start.)

	You just downloaded Luminar Neo. Now what? This chapter gets you from zero to editing in minutes. No technical headaches, no confusing menus. By the end, you will have the software running, understand exactly where everything lives, and have your workspace set up for fast, comfortable editing.

	1.1 Install and Launch Luminar Neo the Right Way

	Before you can transform your photos, you need Luminar Neo running smoothly on your computer. This takes about five minutes, and you only do it once. The installation process is straightforward, but a few small choices now will save you time later.

	 

	 

	Download the Installer

	Go to the official Skylum website and download the installer for your operating system. Windows users get an .exe file, Mac users get a .dmg file. Save it somewhere easy to find, like your Downloads folder. Double-click the file to begin installation.

	[image: Image]

	Run Through the Setup

	Follow the on-screen prompts. Accept the license agreement, choose your installation location (the default is fine for most users), and let the installer do its work. When it finishes, click "Launch" or find Luminar Neo in your applications folder.

	Activate Your License

	The first time you open Luminar Neo, it asks for your license key or Skylum account login. Enter your credentials, and you are ready to go. If you purchased through Skylum, your license is tied to your account, so just sign in.
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