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	he idea of this book originated from the many mechanistic books on prayer, a scientific view and approach and the popular expression that prayer is as simple as dialing your friend’s number for communication - all of which tend to make prayer- Christian prayer mechanical, too simple and pluralistic. Pluralistic in the sense that it cannot easily be differentiated from the religious and professional prayer of the other religious groups of the world.


	My purpose therefore is to explain and establish the theological meaning and approach to prayer over and against the scientific view and approach to prayer by expounding the Lord’s Prayer.


	Prayer, I believe, let me assert, according to the Lord’s Prayer, is both worship and supplication. It is worship because it emphasis redemption relationship first and it is supplication because it concerns and emphasis spiritual and physical needs.


	With this understanding therefore we divided this booklet into two parts. Part one discusses prayer as worship whereas part two, prayer as supplication. My usage  should not be taken loosely or figuratively. I used it to mean that prayer is worship and supplication as already asserted above.
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	t’s not an exaggeration to say that the Lord’s Prayer is specially honored in the whole history of Christianity and spirituality in particular. It’s honored in the church liturgy, in the sacraments and in the devotional life (private prayer). Today is the same practice. That tells how significant and necessary the prayer is.


	But the question is: what is the Lord’s Prayer? What is the reason and purpose of it? What has it got to teach us about prayer? 


	Questions like these are theological, and for a long time, theology, for the common person, has plagued the church. For the history of theology is a history of arguments, disputes, controversies and divisions. Because of this, the church, the modern church is no longer interested in theology and theological matters. Theology is dangerous – a merciless enemy of the truth and church. Theologians are skeptic professors, not true Christians. What the church needs is not “what-is” a book, but “how-to” a book. She needs some basic principles on how to make heaven, live her life and pray to God. But we should be aware of this detrimental and pernicious attitude. It’s an apostate attitude. “The fool says there is no God” (Psalm 14). A fool is not primarily an atheist, but a person who hates knowledge (Prov. 1:7), knowledge of God – theology, one who is anti-theology, not interested in theology and theological questions.


	Theology and theological questions are indispensable for the church. Christian faith, ministry and service are theology. To reject or belittle theology and its questions is to renounce God and faith. The sign of a declined Christianity is her little interest in theology and theological issues. The history of genuine Christianity is history of theology. 


	The result? Reformed, Protestant, Puritan and Evangelical Christianity. Christianity is theology and theological quest.


	Prayer is theology. The Lord’s Prayer is theological, and was given for theological reflection. But let’s first, in general order, observe some propositional truths about the Lord’s Prayer in reference to the above questions.


	First, the Lord’s Prayer is not a prayer per se. In other words, it’s not a prayer in itself. It’s a traditional error therefore, to go about reciting the prayer as some special kind of prayer. Indeed, it’s mistaken to close your eyes to say the Lord’s Prayer. Some women believers go to an extreme to display some signs of homage as to squatting down after saying the Amen. We may as well think of the Apostle Creed as some special prayer or confession in itself.


	Nowhere in the Bible were the apostles and the believers in general found to recite the Lord’s Prayer in private or co-operate worship. It’s not surprising that Paul didn’t refer to the prayer in all his epistles. The history of reciting the prayer goes back to the early church practice of worship. The Lord’s Prayer is taken for a perfect Creed on prayer. The primary purpose of a creed is not to guide only, but to first inform and then guide you. That is exactly the reason and the purpose of the prayer. It’s a Christian Creed on prayer given by the Master Himself to inform us on what prayer is and to guide us over against a hypocritical and carnal form of prayer (Mt. 6:5-7). We recite the Lord’s Prayer therefore, not as a special kind of prayer but as a Creed of prayer in order to keep to mind the most central truths of prayer and to help us watch against prejudice and vain repetition in prayer.
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