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INTRODUCTION

	 

	"The Spy Coast" by Tess Gerritsen is a captivating blend of suspense, thriller, and fiction. The narrative introduces us to Maggie Bird, a retired CIA operative who has settled in the peaceful village of Purity, Maine, after a career that spanned across various global locations like Bangkok, Istanbul, London, and Malta. 

	 

	Her quiet life, however, is disrupted when a body is found in her driveway, signaling that her past as a spy has not been forgotten. At the heart of the story is Maggie's struggle with the ghosts of her past. 

	 

	After a mission went tragically wrong, she retired early and has been living a cautious life on her chicken farm, wary of any blowback from her past actions. The appearance of the body in her driveway forces her to confront these fears head-on. She knows it's a message from former foes who still remember her.

	 

	Maggie turns to her local circle of friends, all of whom are retired CIA operatives like herself, forming what they call the "Martini Club." Despite their retirement, they possess useful skills that they're eager to employ once more. 

	 

	Their quiet lives are suddenly interrupted by this unexpected turn of events, and they find themselves drawn back into a world they thought they had left behind.

	 

	Complicating their efforts is Purity's acting police chief, Jo Thibodeau. Accustomed more to handling issues with rowdy tourists than homicide, Jo finds herself puzzled by Maggie's reluctance to share information and her unusual circle of friends, who always seem to be a step ahead of the police.

	 

	The story weaves between the present and Maggie's past, shedding light on her clandestine career and the events that led to her retirement. 

	 

	The plot is complex, involving Maggie's history, including her relationship with her future husband, Dr. Danny Gallagher, whom she met in Bangkok and deceived about her spy work. The narrative moves through various locations, adding layers of intrigue and suspense.

	 

	As Jo's investigation intersects with the maneuvers of the Martini Club, Maggie is forced to dive deep into her past to find answers. The story highlights the contrast between her past life as a spy and her current life, and the challenge of reconciling the two.

	 

	"The Spy Coast" is marked by moments of high suspense, engaging characters, and a plot that seamlessly integrates elements of a spy thriller with the personal struggles of its protagonist. 

	 

	 

	Tess Gerritsen, known for her expertise in crafting suspenseful narratives, has created a world where the past and present collide, and where retired spies find that their skills are still very much needed. 

	 

	The novel is a testament to Gerritsen's skill in the spy genre, with characters that are immediately engaging and a storyline that keeps the reader guessing.

	 

	About the Author

	 

	Tess Gerritsen, born Terry Tom on June 12, 1953, is an American novelist and retired general physician, best known for her medical thrillers and crime novels. 

	 

	Gerritsen's early aspirations to become a writer, specifically inspired by Nancy Drew novels, were overshadowed by practical concerns, leading her to pursue a career in medicine instead. 

	 

	After graduating with a BA in anthropology from Stanford University, she went on to study medicine at the University of California, San Francisco, earning her medical degree in 1979 and beginning her practice in Honolulu, Hawaii.

	 

	Her foray into writing began unexpectedly. While on maternity leave from her medical career, Gerritsen wrote and submitted a short story, "On Choosing the Right Crack Seed," to a statewide fiction contest in Honolulu, which won first prize. 

	This story, which reflected on a young male's difficult relationship with his mother, also allowed Gerritsen to process her own childhood experiences, including her mother's repeated suicide attempts.

	 

	Gerritsen's first published works were romantic thrillers, inspired by the romance novels she read during her medical career. Her first novel, "Call After Midnight," was published in 1987 by Harlequin Intrigue. 

	 

	This marked the beginning of her prolific writing career, during which she wrote eight romantic thrillers for Harlequin Intrigue and Harper Paperbacks.

	 

	In 1996, Gerritsen transitioned to writing medical thrillers with "Harvest," inspired by a conversation with a retired homicide detective about young orphans vanishing in Moscow, potentially for organ donation. 

	 

	"Harvest" was her first hardcover novel and debuted on the New York Times bestseller list at number thirteen. Following "Harvest," she wrote three more bestselling medical thrillers: "Life Support," "Bloodstream," and "Gravity."

	 

	Gerritsen's first crime thriller, "The Surgeon," was published in 2001, introducing the character of homicide detective Jane Rizzoli. 

	 

	Though initially a secondary character, Rizzoli became the central focus of 13 subsequent novels, pairing her with medical examiner Dr. Maura Isles. This series inspired the Rizzoli & Isles television series, in which Gerritsen made an appearance in the final season.
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