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  Foreword



"A society grows great when old men plant trees whose shade they know they shall never sit in." – A Greek Proverb


The stories of Greek Mythology have been passed down from generation to generation, from century to century, and from person to person. Greek Mythology is mostly known as stories. But where did Greek Mythology come from? How were these stories come up with, and how were they spread? What was so important about them? Today, those of the modern age believe these stories to be just that; stories. However, there was a time centuries ago when Greek Myths were not myths. They were a religion. They were what stories from the Bible are to Christians. They were what passages from the Quran are to Muslims.




Greek Mythology covers stories of how the earth was formed, created, and ruled by the Titans and then later the gods and goddesses of Olympus. There are also stories of the changing of the seasons, historical events like the Trojan War, and many others that could explain major points in history connected to their beliefs and culture. 




Today, history is easily documented through the use of writing and technology. Back then, however, documenting historical events was not as simple. The use of illustrations and art was the only way historical events could be documented, and because of that, no one can really know for sure if these events were just “myths” as civilization knows them to be. 




From the creation of the earth, to Zeus’s many children, their exploits, and the many creatures of Greek Mythology will all be covered today. The connection of Greek Mythology to historical events will also be mentioned and discussed. Along with that, stories of how these Greek Myths were spread and the methods of those living in Ancient Greece to share these stories will also be discussed, such as pottery and sculpting. 




After Greek Mythology was so heavily relied upon as a way of living and as a religion, the fall of which was inevitable. The conquering of Greece by the Roman Empire was only the beginning of the end. The conversion and, later, the destruction of temples and artifacts and changing of religions and cultural ways are just some of the reasons Greek Mythology is as we know it today. Though Greek Mythology is considered to be fiction, no one can deny the influence it has had on many civilizations.  
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The columns of this building are built to depict how the Titan, Atlas, is carrying the weight of the world on his shoulders. Atlas was sentenced to hold up the Earth for eternity.




There are different beliefs as to how the world and humankind started, most of these stemming from religious or theological practices. In Christianity, it is believed that the world started when God said, “Let there be light,” and thus started the story that is known to be the seven days of creation and rest. Islam has their own version of the story of how the world was created, believing also that one “god” or one “all-powerful being” created the entire universe.




In Hinduism, it is believed that the creation of the world was thanks to the “Trimurti,” which is what they believe to be the “Ultimate Divine Reality” that is made up of “Brahma,” “Vishnu,” and “Shiva.” According to their belief, Brahma is the creator of everything, Vishnu is the being responsible for preserving what has already been created, and Vishnu is the being that is responsible for the destruction. 




Other than religious beliefs, there are also theories about the universe’s origin, the most popular theory being “The Big Bang Theory.” In this theory, scientists believe that the entire universe started from just a single molecular point that expanded and stretched to form the Universe as we know it today, even believing that it is still expanding and stretching. 




Many of these theories and religions are still being believed and practiced today. There are also many theological beliefs and practices that were abandoned many years ago. These beliefs are now known today as “mythology.” A common branch of mythology that plenty of people still read and learn about is Greek Mythology. 




Like in many theological beliefs of how the Universe was formed, the stories of Greek Mythology believed the same: that, in the beginning, the universe had no form. Though matter existed, it seemed to have no shape or form and was only dark. This was called “Chaos.” Later, other gods and goddesses started to appear or take form. The first to appear was Gaea, the goddess of the Earth. Next was her son, Uranus, who was considered to be the personification of The Sky. From Gaea and Uranus, the Titans were born. 




There were many Titans, but the most important one was Cronus. He castrated and killed his father, Uranus, in order to help his mother and then became the chief of the Titans. He married his sister, Rhea, and together they birthed the Olympian gods. Before the birth of Zeus and his siblings, Cronus had heard of a prophecy saying he would be overthrown from his position of power by his own children and killed, just like he did to his father. To prevent this prophecy from coming to fruition, he ate his children every time they were born. Rhea gave birth to their sixth child, Zeus, in secret in order to protect him and had him taken away to Crete. She tricked Cronus by wrapping Zeus’s clothes around a stone and having Cronus eat it, making him believe he had devoured his sixth and final child. Later on, Cronus vomited the children he had previously eaten. The five children and Zeus all led a 10-year war that led to the defeat of Cronus.  




After Cronus’s defeat, Zeus and his five siblings, Hestia, Demeter, Hera, Hades, and Poseidon, decided they would rule. Zeus married Hera and divided the world among himself and his brothers. Zeus was to rule the Sky, Poseidon was to rule the Seas, and Hades was to rule the Underworld. Zeus had many children with Hera and other goddesses. These other children were Athena, Apollo, Artemis, Hermes, Aphrodite, Ares, and Hephaestus. Zeus, four of his siblings, and his seven children are said to live in the Heavens, which is said to be at the Summit of Mount Olympus, and thus they were named “The Twelve Olympians.” Hades, who decided he was to rule the Underworld, was not counted in the twelve. 
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