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DEMON POSSESSION—GREATEST CALAMITY—SPIRITUAL
BEARINGS LOST —SATAN’S MIGHTIEST WEAPON—THE LATTER RAIN SPURIOUS
LOVE—MIRACLES CLAIMED—RELIGIOUS DEMONS —PERVERT THE TRUTH—A CORRUPT
TREE—VIGOROUS WARFARE NECESSARY—THE LONE PROPHET

        
 

        
“There is a way which seemeth right unto a man,
but the end thereof are the ways of death” (Prov. 14: 12).

        
THIS SCRIPTURE came to mind as we thought of
the condition of backsliders, and others, who have been caught in
the Satanic “Tongues” delusion, which, during the past few years,
has swept like a pestilence over the globe. A person who has fallen
from grace is in a deplorable state and is to be pitied, even when
he realizes his condition, but how much more dreadful it is to be
possessed with demons and not know it. Of all calamities that could
possibly befall a person this side of eternity, this appeals to us
as being the worst. When the Holy Spirit is grieved away, the door
is open and demons enter as angels of light and take possession of
the heart. They do not say, “We are demons and have come to sink
your soul into perdition,” but they talk like angels. In other
words, they claim to be the Holy Ghost, and thus deceive and
destroy the soul.

        
From a personal knowledge of and actual
acquaintance with many who have been swept away by the “Tongues”
delusion, we know, that through disobedience or refusal to
consecrate themselves to God, they lost their spiritual bearings
and have been backslidden, some of them, for years. Of course it
was Satan’s opportunity to pick them up and make them dupes of his
religion. When the truth is fully known it will be found that the
'Tongues' adherents, with few exceptions, are persons of this
character. When people refuse to take the rugged way of the Cross,
they are continually looking for something to ease their
consciences; Satan sees that they find it. He stands at their right
hand and says, “This is the way, walk ye in it,” and without
controversy they obey. When they repeatedly go against light, and
refuse God’s counsel and reproof, He turns away and leaves them to
their fate. God helps those who do His will. “Not every one that
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven;
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven” (Matt.
7: 21).

        
Apostate Gentiles have turned their ears unto
fables, ignoring the word of God and walking after the traditions
of men, hence the soil of their hearts is ready for the devil’s own
planting. The good seed finds no lodging-place. But God is merciful
enough not to leave them without warning. He has a few people jn
these days of awful peril who are exposing the works of the devil,
and faithfully proclaiming His word and truth.

        
The so-called Apostolic movement, known as the
'Tongues,' is an invention of Satan to shut people’s eyes to the
apostate condition of Christendom. Its purpose is to make a great
religious display and lull the multitudes to sleep in their cradles
of carnal security, just at the close of the Gentile age. Satan
knows that his days are few and he must lose no time; that the day
is not far distant when the angel will descend from heaven with a
chain to bind him and cast him into the bottomless pit, where the
key will be turned on him for a thousand years. His mightiest
weapon of warfare is a counterfeit religion. He must make people
believe that the world is growing better, and he disguises himself
and comes as an angel of light, bringing with him this so-called
Pentecostal baptism with the sign of tongues. To his satisfaction
the great multitudes of professors have cooled off and many are
ready for just such a counterfeit or to accept anything under the
name of Pentecost he may hand out to them. He tells them that
Zechariah’s prophecy (Zech. 14: 7), which says, “At evening time it
shall be light,” is being fulfilled in the spread of the “Tongues”
movement over the globe, that “THE LATTER RAIN” is falling upon the
Gentiles and there is now a world-wide revival and that hundreds
and thousands are receiving their Pentecost. The prophecy which
says, “At evening time it shall be light,” and those concerning
“the latter rain,” have reference to the Jews, and will be
fulfilled after they are gathered back to Palestine. All this talk
about the latter rain is a misappropriation of Scripture that
belongs to the Jews, as is plain to be seen: “Be glad then, ye
children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God: for he hath
given you the former rain moderately, and he will cause to come
down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the
first month. And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the fats
shall overflow with wine and oil. And I will restore to you the
years that the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the
caterpiller, and the palmerworm, my great army which I sent among
you” (Joel 2: 23-25). Gentiles have no claim whatever to the
litaral fulfilment of the phrophecies concerning the latter rain.
Instead of light coming to them they are being enshrouded in the
greatest spiritual darkness that has ever been known in the history
of the Gospel age.

        
Many persons have signed pledges and quit the
drink and other habits without ever having been converted, and
there may be in the “Tongues” movement those who have reformed, but
this they could do and not have a particle of spiritual light.
Salvation begins in the heart and works outward. Those who have
once had the Spirit of God are not so likely to fall back into the
old paths of outward sin; they are more likely to be brought under
the power of some delusion, never getting their eyes open until
they wake up in perdition. Satan does not care how high a person’s
outward standard of morals may be just so his imps can have a
lodging place in his heart. He can better accomplish his purpose
when one is not outwardly wicked.

        
There is a spurious love existing among the
“Tongues” folk which is extremely revolting. When Satan is trying
to deceive a person with false religion he is too shrewd to come as
a roaring lion, but brings his counterfeit of Divine love which
always appeals to the carnal mind and is readily accepted by those
who are caught by his heresies.

        
The “Tongues” people claim miracle-working
power in the healing of diseases just as the Christian Scientists
have claimed it for years. At the beginning of each new era in the
history of both Jews and Gentiles, there have been great
demonstrations of power. The true Church will never lose the gifts
of the Spirit nor the power of working miracles. It is not
necessary, however, at the close of the Gentile dispensation for
miracles to be worked to prove the divinity of Christ. His divinity
has already been established.

        
In fulfilment of prophecy, men have hardened
their hearts; the Holy Spirit has been rejected and demons are
strongly intrenched in human habitations, and, like a criminal,
apostate Christendom is under the Divine sentence and must pay the
penalty. God owes no favors to those who have refused His counsel
and insulted His Spirit. The gallows for their execution,
figuratively speaking, is already prepared. There are a few people,
however, who have kept their garments unspotted from the world and
are robed and ready to meet their coming Lord when He appears in
the clouds of His glory.

        
When a religious demon enters the heart, he
will sing, preach and pray through his victim, and in fact do
almost anything that one does who has real salvation. He is usually
equipped with plenty of religious paraphernalia. He has a lingo
that sounds like the language of Canaan, and the unwary pilgrim
will be taken in his net. He even talks about the blood of the
atonement and the coming of Christ. If He did not there would be no
danger of his deceiving the very elect. He comes with an open Bible
and claims that his arguments are based upon the word of God; he
can quote scripture and pervert it to perfection. A smooth-tongued
hypocrite thus demonized can do more real damage than a host of
sinners who make no profession. The fountain of iniquity from
within sends forth an unclean stream; the tongue speaks perverse
things.

        
It is a critical time when those who profess to
be righteous, neither call for justice nor plead for the truth, and
we personally know that many among the “Tongues” people who claim
“the baptism” with the sign of tongues, are ever ready to pervert
the truth. They will take up and spread an evil report and they
always find a hearing among those of their own kind. The love of
the truth is not in them. Isaiah says of such, “They hatch
cockatrice’ eggs, and weave the spider’s web: he that eateth of
their eggs dieth, and that which is crushed breaketh out into a
viper.” No stronger statements than these could be made. There is
nothing more deadly than the sting of a viper, and those who listen
to falsehoods and repeat them hatch cockatrice’ eggs, and a nest of
vipers are turned loose to bite and destroy. When one listens to
and accepts a lie he is becoming inoculated with the poison of a
viper. Those who have the spirit of Jesus will not do such things;
they will not subsist on falsehoods and take up an evil report and
carry it to others. The spider weaves a web and captures his prey
in its meshes, and so does a tale-bearer weave his stories so as to
catch the innocent and unwary. A tale-bearer is an encumberer of
the ground and should be looked upon as such by all who love the
truth. “Their webs shall not become garments, neither shall they
cover themselves with their works: their works are works of
iniquity, and the act of violence is in their hands” (Isa. 59 : 6).
Truth is fallen to the ground and a false standard is lifted up.
God will arise, and according to the deeds of the wicked He will
repay “fury to his adversaries, recompence to his enemies.” When
John the Baptist told his hearers of Jesus who would baptize them
with the Holy Ghost and fire, he said, ‘ ‘And now also the axe is
laid unto the root of the trees: every tree therefore which
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire”
(Luke 3: 9). The “Tongues” tree is not only corrupt (doctrinely
wrong), but it is lodging all kinds of unclean birds in its
branches. The Gospel axe must hew it down, and there are not many
who are able to wield the axe. This tree sprang up in a day and
bears unmistakably the fruit of corruption. Any person, however
profligate he may be, can get the tongues. All he needs to do is to
associate with the “Tongues” folk and seek according to their
directions. If he has any difficulty they will assist him by their
magic devices, even taking hold and working his jaws until
satisfactory results are obtained.

        
A legion of devils were cast out of the
Gadarene and seven were cast out of Mary Magdalene. If we could
only know how many are hiding underneath a cloak of profession
among the “Tongues” people it would be a great revelation to some
who are deceived. Many an old spiritualist has attended their
meetings and felt himself perfectly at home. He recognizes the same
spirits operating in a “Tongues” meeting that he does in the
seance. Devil worshipers in India have had the gift of tongues, and
Mormon polygamists in our own land claim to speak with the “tongues
of angels.” There never was a better time for witchcraft to become
rooted in fruitful soil. The leaders of the apostate holiness
movements are full of pride and unholy ambition, living to gratify
their fleshly appetites. The rugged way of the Cross is shunned and
something that appeals to the senses is sought after by leaders and
people.

        
In old times, those who were possessed with
strange spirits were taken out and stoned to death that the land
might be rid of witches, and it is necessary to wage as vigorous
warfare against this evil to-day as it was in olden times. We fully
realize our great responsibility, and see more and more the fight
we will have to make in the midst of this wicked and perverse
generation, where multitudes of professed Christians are so utterly
ignorant of the power of the Holy Spirit to save, sanctify and keep
free from sin.

        
Elisha was the only prophet and evangelist in
Israel that could bid Naaman’s leprosy depart. “And many lepers
were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the prophet; and none of them
was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian’’(Luke 4: 27). For one to be
healed of leprosy was an unheard of thing, but there was one man at
least whom God honored, who had found such favor with Him that He
could use him in the healing of a leper.

        
God has raised up the Pillar of Fire and placed
it in the breach to enlighten the people and to bring them to the
knowledge of the truth. It is no small work to expose the devil as
he appears in the disguise of the Holy Ghost in this “Tongues”
movement. But we are going to make the effort and leave the
consequences with God.

        
The principalities and powers of darkness
cannot stand before a prevailing Church; not because its members
have any strength or might of their own, but from the fact that the
God of the universe hears their cries and co-operates with them. He
has all power in heaven and in earth and besides Him there is no
God. When man reaches the limit of his strength, he may expect
something marvelous to take place, especially when the enemies of
righteousness have set themselves to destroy the work that God has
called him to do.

        
The “Tongues” adherents, whether they are aware
of it or not, are being used of the devil to destroy, if possible,
the last ray of spiritual light in the old holiness movement, but
God is raising up a standard against them. The Church moves heaven
and heaven moves earth and hell. The Lord delights to honor those
who honor Him and tells them to remember that their weapons of
warfare are not carnal. “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the
Lord.” Soon the long night of sin will be brought to a close and
the day will break for those who have been faithful. The eye of
faith even now beholds the rosy-tinted morning that will herald the
coming of our Lord and King to reign in glory upon the earth.
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